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PREFACE. 


To  inculcate  a  love  for  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures in  the  hearts  of  young  children^ 
especially  to  make  the  Gospel  Narrative 
of  the  life  and  words  of  the  blessed  Jesus 
interesting  and  intelligible  to  them^  and 
to  draw  therefrom  such  instruction  as 
their  minds  may  be  capable  of  receiving 
and  understandings  is  the  purpose  of  this 
little  book.  The  attainment  of  this  ob- 
ject is  sought  by  presenting^  in  a  series 
of  lessons^  (not  so  long  as  to  be  tedious  to 
the  child^)  the  history  of  Christ  the  Sa- 
viour.  His  works  and  ways^  in  the  simple 
yet  impressive  language  of  Scripture; 
while,  at  the  close  of  each,  a  number  of 
questions  are  added,  designed  to  explain 
the  lesson,  and  followed  by  a  few  practical 
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remarks^  to  impress  the  truths  of  the 
gospel  upon  the  mind  of  the  pupil. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Saviour's  life  in  the 
order  in  which  they  occurred^  the  narra- 
tives of  the  four  Evangelists  have  been 
collated^  and  a  consecutive  history  com- 
piled therefrom. 

The  writer  trusts  that  this  humble 
effort  to  render  the  Divine  record  easy  of 
comprehension  to  the  youngest  learner^ 
may  receive  the  blessing  of  God,  and  be 
successful  in  carrying  out  the  object  for 
which  it  is  designed. 
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It  is  suggested  that  the  following  plan  will  be 
found  most  advantageous,  in  the  use  of  the  accom- 
panying pages  :— 

Let  the  Lesson  be  read  through  by  the  child, 
spelling  each  word  if  necessary,  until  the  subject  is 
thoroughly  impressed  upon  the  mind.  The  teacher 
can  then  read  through  the  Lesson  distinctly  and 
impressively,  to  give  the  full  sense  of  it,  and  then 
find  the  Questions  and  Answers  with  the  pupil,  and 
afterward  let  the  child  answer  the  Questions  with- 
out the  book.  The  Practical  Instruction  may  then 
be  read  to  the  learner. 
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LESSON  FIRST. 


3#  ^^*^^  Luke  i.  5 — 17. 

^  [HERE  was  in  the 
P(fv»  days  of  He-rod  the 
king  of  Ju-de-a^  a 
cer-tain  priest  nam- 
~^^''^"'^"''™*^~  ed  Zach-a-ri-as^  of 
the  course  of  A-bi-a :  and  his  wife  was  of 
the  daugh-ters  of  x^a-ron,  and  her  name 
was  E-Hs-a-beth.  And  they  were  both 
right-eous  be-fore  God^  walk-ing  in  all  the 
com-mand-ments  and  or-di-nan-ces  of  the 
Lord,  blame-less.  And  they  had  no  child, 
and  both  were  now  well  strick-en  in  years. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  that  while  Zach-a-ri-as 
ex-e-cut-ed  the  priesf  s  of-fice,  his  lot  was  to 
burn  in-cense,  when  he  went  in-to  the  tem- 
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pie  of  the  Lord.  And  the  whole  mul-ti- 
tude  of  the  peo-ple  were  pray-ing  with-out. 
at  the  time  of  in-cense.  And  there  ap- 
pear-ed  un-to  him  an  an-gel  of  the  Lord 
stand-ing  on  the  right  side  of  the  al-tar  of 
in-cense.  And  when  Zach-a-ri-as  saw  him, 
he  was  troub-led^  and  fear  fell  up-on  him. 
But  the  an-gel  said  un-to  him,  "  Fear  not, 
Zach-a-ri-as,  for  thy  pray-er  is  heard,  and 
thy  wife  E-lis-a-beth  shall  bear  thee  a  son, 
and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  John.  And 
thou  shalt  have  joy  and  glad-ness :  and 
ma-ny  shall  re-joice  at  his  birth.  For  he 
shall  be  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
shall  drink  nei-ther  wine  nor  strong  drink : 
and  he  shall  be  fiU-ed  with  the  Ho-ly 
Ghost,  e-ven  from  his  mo-ther's  womb. 
And  ma-ny  of  the  chil-dren  of  Is-ra-el  shall 
he  turn  to  the  Lord  their  God.  And 
he  shall  go  be-fore  him  in  the  spi-rit  and 
pow-er  of  E-li-as,  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
fa-thers  to  the  chil-dren,  and  the  dis-o-be- 
di-ent  to  the  wis-dom  of  the  just,  to  make 
read-y  a  peo-ple  pre-par-ed  for  the  Lord." 
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QUESTIONS. 

Who  was  Herod? 

The  king  of  Judea. 

What  was  Judea? 

The  country  where  the  Jews  lived. 

Who  were  the  Jews? 

God^s  own  people. 

Of  whom  besides  have  you  been  reading? 

Of  Zacharias  and  Elisabeth. 

Who  was  Zacharias? 

A  priest. 

What  do  you  mean  by  a  priest? 

A  minister  of  God. 

What  was  the  office  of  the  priests  ? 

To  serve  in  the  temple. 

What  was  the  temple  ? 

God's  house  at  Jerusalem. 

What  was  Jerusalem? 

The  largest  town  in  Judea— the  country  where  the 
Jews  lived. 

What  was  incense? 

A  sweet  perfume  which  God  had  ordered  to  be 
burned  every  morning  and  evening  in  the  temple. 

What  was  the  son  of  Zacharias  to  be  called  ? 

John. 

What  was  he  to  do? 
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To  give  notice  to  the  Jews  of  the  coming  of 
Christ. 

And  what  besides? 

To  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children, 
and  the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just. 

What  does  that  mean  ? 

To  cause  people  to  lay  aside  all  disputes  and 
quarrels;  repent  of  sin,  and  follow  holiness. 


You  have  now  begun  the  gospel  of  our  blessed 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  The  meaning  of 
the  word  gospel  is,  glad  tidings  or  good  news.  It 
tells  us  the  history  of  Jesus  Christ's  coming  into  the 
world,  and  of  his  living  and  dying  to  save  us  from  our 
sins,  which  is  the  most  joyful  news  that  was  ever  told. 

Kemember  that  it  is  Grod's  own  word  that  you 
have  been  reading :  you  must  therefore  try  to  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  it,  and  pray  to  your  Heavenly 
Father  to  give  you  grace  to  learn  His  will,  and  do 
it.  You  have  read,  to-day,  about  Zacharias  and 
Elisabeth,  the  parents  of  John  the  Baptist,  who  was 
sent  by  God  to  ^'  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord,'^  to 
tell  the  Jews  that  Christ,  the  Saviour,  was  coming 
into  the  world.  The  Jews  were  God's  own  people. 
All  the  rest  of  mankind  were  called  Gentiles,  and 
were  Heathens.  They  had  not  the  blessing  of  know- 
ing the  true  God  as  we  have. 
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Zacharias  and  Elisabeth  were  righteous  before 
God.  Let  us  try  to  follow  their  example,  and  then, 
like  them,  we  may  hope  for  the  blessing  of  God; 
and  though  we  must  not  now  expect  angels  to  come 
to  us  from  heaven,  we  shall  have  God's  Holy  Spirit 
to  help  and  comfort  us,  and  to  give  us  that  peace  of 
mind  which  the  Scripture  tells  us  ^^passeth  all 
understanding,^^  and  which  the  world  can  neither 
give  nor  take  away. 


LESSON  SECOND. 

Luke  i.  18—23. 

And  Zach-a-ri-as  said  un-to  the  an-gel. 
'^'  Where-by  shall  I  know  this  ?  for  I  am 
an  old  man,  and  my  wife  well  strick-en 
in  years."  And  the  an-gel  an-swer-ing, 
said  un-to  him^  '^1  am  Ga-bri-el,  that 
stand  in  the  pre-sence  of  God ;  and  am 
sent  to  speak  un-to  thee^  and  to  show 
thee  these  glad  tid-ings.  And^  be-hold. 
thou  shalt  be  dumb,  and  not  a-ble  to 
speak,  un-til  the  day  that  these  things 
shall   be  per-form-ed,  be-cause  thou    be- 
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lie^^est  not  my  worcls^  which  shall  be  ful- 
fill-ed  in  their  sea-son.  And  the  peo-ple 
wait-ed  for  Zach-a-ri-as^  and  mar-vel-led 
that  he  tar-ried  so  long  in  the  tem- 
ple. And  when  he  came  out^  he  could 
not  speak  un-to  them.  And  they  per- 
ceiv-ed  that  he  had  seen  a  vi-sion  in  the 
tem-ple^  for  he  beck-on-ed  unto  them,  and 
re-main-ed  speechless.  And  it  came  to 
pass,  that  as  soon  as  the  days  of  his 
min-is-tra-tion  were  ac-com-plish-ed,  he 
de-part-ed  to  his  own  house. 


QUESTIONS. 

Did  Zacharias  believe  the  angel? 
No :  he  doubted. 
TVho  did  the  angel  say  he  was  ? 
G-abriel. 

From  whom  did  he  come  ? 
From  God. 

"What  did  the  angel  say  should  happen  to  Zacha- 
rias for  not  believing? 

He  should  be  dumb  and  not  able  to  speak. 

Why  was  he  to  be  dumb  ? 

Because  he  did  not  believe  what  the  angel  told  him. 
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Who  waited  for  Zacharias  ? 
The  people. 
What  did  they  do  ? 
They  marvelled. 
What  is  it  to  marvel  ? 
To  wonder. 

Why  did  they  marvel  ? 

Because  Zacharias  tarried  so  long  in  the  temple. 
Could  he  speak  to  them  ? 
No  :  he  was  dumb  or  speechless. 
Where  did  Zacharias  go  after  he  had  served  in 
the  temple  ? 

He  departed  to  his  own  house. 


Observe  now,  dear  children^  that  Zacharias  was 
punished  for  his  want  of  faith.  He  did  not  believe 
that  which  was  told  him  by  the  angel  from  Grodj 
and  therefore  he  was  struck  dumb,  and  could  not 
speak.  We  should  learn  from  the  punishment  of 
Zacharias  to  be  willing  to  believe,  without  desiring 
to  know  more  than  Grod  thinks  fit  to  reveal.  I 
told  you,  before,  that  we  must  not  now  expect  an- 
gels to  be  sent  to  us  from  heaven  with  messages; 
because  all  that  is  necessary  for  us  to  know  is 
"  written  in  the  Scriptures  for  our  learning.^'  We 
must  therefore  believe  all  that  is  contained  in  them  : 
and  not  only  believe,  but  practise  what  we  read. 
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This  we  cannot  do  of  ourselves^  but  God  will  as- 
sist us  with  the  grace  of  His  Holy  Spirit^  if  we 
pray  for  it. 


LESSON  THIRD. 


Luke  i.  26—38. 


AiSTD  in  the  sixth  month  the  an-gel 
Ga-bri-el  was  sent  from  God  un-to  a  ci-ty 
of  Gal-i-lee^  nam-ed  Naz-a-reth,  to  a  vir- 
gin es-pous-ed  to  a  man  whose  name  was 
Jo-seph^  of  the  house  of  Da-vid;  and 
the  vir-gin's  name  ¥/as  Ma-ry.  And  the 
an-gel  came  in  un-to  her^  and  said^ 
^'  Hail^  thou  that  art  high-ly  fa-vour-ed ; 
the  Lord  is  with  thee  :  bless-ed  art  thou 
a-mong  wo-men."  And  when  she  saw 
him,  she  was  troub-led  at  his  say-ing,  and 
cast  in  her  mind  what  man-ner  of  sal-u- 
ta-tion  this  should  be.  And  the  an-gel 
said  un-to  her, ''  Fear  not,  Mary,  for  thou 
hast  found  fa-vour  with  God.  And,  be- 
hold, thou  shalt  con-ceive  in  thy  womb, 
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and  bring  forth  a  son,  and  slialt  call  his 
name  Je-sus.  He  shall  be  great,  and  shall 
be  call-ed  the  Son  of  the  High-est;  and  the 
Lord  God  shall  give  un-to  him  the  throne 
of  his  fa-ther  Da-vid.  And  he  shall  reign 
o-ver  the  house  of  Ja-cob  for  ev-er,  and 
of  his  king-dom  there  shall  be  no  end." 
Then  Ma-ry  said  un-to  the  an-gel,  '^  How 
vshall  this  be,  see-ing  I  know  not  a  man  T 
And  the  an-gel  an-swer-ed  and  said  un-to 
her,  '^^The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  up-on 
thee,  and  the  pow-er  of  the  High-est  shall 
o-ver-shad-ow^  thee ;  there-fore  al-so  that 
ho-ly  thing  which  shall  be  born  of  thee, 
shall  be  call-ed  the  Son  of  God.  And, 
be-hold,  thy  cous-in  E-lis-a-beth,  she  hath 
al-so  con-ceiv-ed  a  son  in  her  old  age ;  and 
this  is  the  sixth  month  with  her  who  was 
call-ed  bar-ren;  for  with  God  no-thing  shall 
be  im-pos-si-ble."  And  Ma-ry  said,  "  Be- 
hold the  hand-maid  of  the  Lord;  be  it  un- 
to me  ac-cord-ing  to  thy  word."  And  the 
an-gel  de-part-ed  from  her. 


24  EARLY   DEW 

QUESTIONS. 

Where  did  the  angel  Grabriel  go  after  he  had 
been  to  Zacharias  ? 

To  a  city  named  Nazareth. 

To  whom? 

To  a  virgin,  named  Mary. 

What  did  the  angel  say  she  had  found  ? 

Favour  with  God. 

What  did  the  angel  tell  Mary  that  she  should 
have  ? 

A  son. 

What  name  was  she  to  give  him  ? 

Jesus. 

What  does  the  word  Jesus  mean  ? 

A  Saviour. 

Why  is  Jesus  our  Saviour  ? 

Because  he  died  to  save  us  from  our  sins^  and 
from  God's  anger. 

Who  was  to  be  called  great  ? 

Jesus. 

What  was  he  to  be  called  besides? 

The  Son  of  the  Highest. 

Who  is  the  Highest  ? 

God. 

Whose  Son  is  Jesus  ? 

The  Son  of  God. 
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Is  any  thing  impossible  with  Grod  ? 

No,  nothing. 

Did  Mary  believe  the  angel  ? 

Yes. 

What  did  she  say  ? 

^'  Behold  the  hand-maid  of  the  Lord,  be  it  unto 
me  according  unto  thy  word.'^ 

What  did  Mary  show  by  saying  this  ? 

That  she  was  contented  with  that  which  Grod  saw 
best  for  her. 


Let  us  observe  how  readily  Mary  resigned  her- 
self to  the  will  of  her  Heavenly  Father :  her  an- 
swer to  the  angel  was,  '^  Be  it  unto  me  according 
to  thy  word.''  So  should  we  be  ready  to  do  or  to 
suffer  any  thing  that  God  sees  best  for  us.  Those 
who  cast  their  care  upon  him,  He  will  never  leave 
nor  forsake.  Let  us  also  imitate  the  humility  of 
Mary,  remembering  that  we  are  poor,  miserable  sin- 
ners, having  nothing  to  be  proud  of.  Eemember 
that  ^^  God  resisteth  the  proud  but  giveth  grace  to 
the  humble.^'  And  again,  ^^He  that  humbleth  him- 
self shall  be  exalted,  but  he  that  exalteth  himself 
shall  be  abased  or  brought  low." 
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LESSON  FOURTH. 

Luke  i.  39—56. 

And  Ma-ry  a-rose  in  those  days^  and 
went  in-to  the  hill  coun-try  with  haste^ 
in-to  a  ci-ty  of  Ju-da,  and  en-ter-ed  in-to 
the  house  of  Zach-a-ri-as^  and  sa-lut-ed 
E-lis-a-beth.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that 
when  E-lis-a-beth  heard  the  sa-lu-ta-tion 
of  Mary,  the  babe  leap-ed  in  her  womb; 
and  E-lis-a-beth  was  fiU-ed  with  the  Ho-ly 
Ghost.  And  she  spake  out  with  a  loud 
voice  and  said,  "  Bless-ed  art  thou  a-mong 
wo-men,  and  bless-ed  is  the  fruit  of  thy 
womb.  And  whence  is  this  to  me,  that 
the  mo-ther  of  my  Lord  should  come  to 
me  ?  For  lo,  as  soon  as  the  voice  of  thy 
sa-lu-ta-tion  sound-ed  in  mine  ears,  the 
babe  leap-ed  in  my  womb  for  joy.  And 
bless-ed  is  she  that  be-liev-ed;  for  there 
shall  be  a  per-form-ance  of  those  things 
which  were  told  her  from  the  Lord."   And 
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Ma-ry  said,  ''  My  soul  doth  mag-ni-fy  the 
Lord,  and  my  spi-rit  hath  re-joic-ed  in 
God  my  Sa-vi-our.  For  He  hath  re- 
gard-ed  the  low  es-tate  of  His  hand- 
maid-en: for,  be-hold,  from  hence-forth, 
all  gen-er-a-tions  shall  call  me  bless-ed. 
For  He  that  is  might-y  hath  done  to  me 
great  things;  and  ho-ly  is  His  name. 
And  His  mer-cy  is  on  them  that  fear 
Him,  from  gen-er-a-tion  to  gen-er-a-tion. 
He  hath  show-ed  strength  with  his  arm ; 
He  hath  scat-ter-ed  the  proud  in  the  im- 
a-gi-na-tion  of  their  hearts.  He  hath 
put  down  the  might-y  from  their  seats, 
and  ex-alt-ed  them  of  low  de-gree.  He 
hath  fiU-ed  the  hun-gry  with  good  things, 
and  the  rich  He  hath  sent  emp-ty  away. 
He  hath  holp-en  His  ser-vant  Is-rarcl,  in 
re-mem-brance  of  His  mer-cy,  as  He 
spake  to  our  fa-thers,  to  A-bra-ham,  and 
to  his  seed,  for  ev-er."  And  Marry  a-bode 
with  her  a-bout  three  months,  and  re- 
turn-ed  to  her  own  house. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where  did  Mary  go  in  those  days  ? 

Into  the  hill  country^  into  a  city  of  Juda. 

Whose  house  did  she  enter  ? 

The  house  of  Zacharias,  and  saluted  Elisabeth. 

What  do  you  here  read  about  Elisabeth  ? 

That  she  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost;  and 
spake  with  a  loud  voice. 

What  does  that  mean  ? 

That  she  spake  by  the  inspiration  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit. 

What  did  she  say  ? 

That  Mary  was  blessed  among  women. 

Why  was  Mary  blessed  ? 

Because  she  was  to  be  the  mother  of  our  Saviour. 

What  did  Mary  say  ? 

^^  My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord;  and  my  spirit 
hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour.'^ 

What  is  the  meaning  of  magnify? 

To  praise,  or  make  great  in  the  eyes  of  all. 

Why  was  Mary  so  thankful  to  God  ? 

Because,  as  she  said.  He  had  done  to  her  great 
things. 

How? 

By  promising  that  she  should  be  the  mother  of 
Jesus  Christ. 
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How  long  did  the  virgin  Mary  stay  with  Elisa- 
beth ? 

Three  months. 

Where  did  she  go  then  ? 

She  returned  to  her  own  house. 


We  have  been  taught  by  the  example  of  the 
virgin  Mary,  a  lesson  of  humility  and  obedience. 
Let  us  learn  to  imitate  her  thankfulness,  and 
give  glory  to  God  while  we  live.  God  gives 
us  all  a  great  many  blessings  which  we  do  not 
deserve,  and  which  we  are  too  apt  to  forget.  More 
than  eighteen  hundred  years  have  passed  away 
since  Mary  uttered  this  thanksgiving,  and  declared 
that  God's  ''  mercy  is  on  them  that  fear  Him,  from 
generation  to  generation.^'  God  has  always  shown 
mercy  to  His  faithful  people,  and  will  do  so  to  the 
end  of  the  world.  Our  care  should  be  to  show 
our  faith,  by  believing  the  promises  of  the  gospel, 
and  living  as  the  Bible  tells  us  to  do.  Then  shall 
we  be  able  to  say,  as  Mary  did, ''  My  spirit  hath  re- 
joiced in  God  my  Saviour ;''  for  it  is  impossible  to 
believe  in  and  love  our  Saviour  without  rejoicing. 
3- 
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LESSON  FIFTH. 

Luke  i.  57  to  end. 

Now  E-lis-a=beth's  full  time  came,  that 
she  should  be  de-liv-er-ed  and  she 
brought  forth  a  son.  And  her  neigh- 
bours and  her  cous-ins  heard  how  the 
Lord  had  show-ed  great  mer-cy  up-on 
her ;  and  they  re-joic-ed  with  her.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  that  on  the  eighth  day  they 
came  to  cir-cum-cise  the  child;  and  they 
call-ed  him  Zach-a-ri-as,  af-ter  the  name 
of  his  fa-ther.  And  his  mo-ther  an- 
swer-ed  and  said^  '^  Not  so,  but  he  shall 
be  call-ed  John."  And  they  said  un-to 
her,  "  There  is  none  of  thy  kind-red  that 
is  call-ed  by  this  name."  And  they 
made  signs  to  his  fa-ther  how  he  would 
have  him  call-ed.  And  he  ask-ed  for  a 
writ-ing  ta-ble,  and  wrote,  say-ing,  ^^  His 
name  is  John."  And  they  mar-vel-led 
all.     And  his  mouth   was  o-pen-ed  im- 
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me-di-ate-ly^  and  his  tongue  loos-ed,  and 
he  spake  and  prais-ed  God.  And  fear 
came  on  all  that  dwelt  round  a-bout 
them ;  and  all  these  say-ings  were  nois-ed 
a-broad  through-out  all  the  hill-coun-try 
of  Ju-de-a.  And  all  they  that  heard 
them^  laid  them  up  in  their  hearts^  say-ing, 
^^  What  man-ner  of  child  shall  this  be  ?" 
And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with 
him^  and  the  child  grew^  and  wax-ed 
strong  in  spirit^  and  was  in  the  des-erts 
till  the  day  of  his  show-ing  un-to  Is-ra-el. 


QUESTIONS. 

Of  whose  birth  have  you  been  reading  ? 

Of  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist. 

What  was  done  on  the  eighth  day  ? 

They  came  to  circumcise  the  child. 

What  did  his  mother  say  when  they  wished  him 
to  be  called  Zacharias  ? 

^^Not  so,  but  he  shall  be  called  John.^' 

Why  did  his  mother  wish  him  to  be  called  John  ? 

Because  the  angel  had  commanded  Zacharias  to 
call  his  name  John. 
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What  did  his  father  do,  when  he  was  asked? 

He  wrote,  saying,  ^^  His  name  is  John/' 

What  happened  to  him  immediately  ? 

His  mouth  was  opened,  and  his  tongue  loosed,  and 
he  spake. 

Do  you  remember  why  he  had  been  dumb,  and 
unable  to  speak? 

Because  he  had  not  believed  the  angel  that  was 
sent  from  God  to  foretell  the  birth  of  John. 

Were  the  people  much  astonished? 

Yes :  fear  came  upon  all  them  who  dwelt  there. 

What  was  with  John  the  Baptist  ? 

The  hand  of  the  Lord. 

What  more  is  said  about  John  ? 

That  he  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  and  was  in  the 
deserts  till  the  days  of  his  showing  unto  Israel. 

What  is  meant  by  his  showing  unto  Israel? 

His  preaching  to  them,  and  forewarning  them  of 
Christ's  coming. 


You  remember  reading,  a  short  time  ago,  that 
Zacharias  was  struck  dumb  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  message  God  sent  him  by  the  angel  Ga- 
briel. Now,  you  see,  when  he  showed  his  faith  in 
God  by  his  obedience,  his  punishment  was  removed, 
his  tongue  was  loosed,  and  he  spake  and  praised 
God.     We  may  learn  two  things  from  this.     The 
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first  is,  that  sin  is  always  punished;  if  not  in  this 
world,  most  certainly  in  the  world  to  come,  unless 
it  is  repented  of,  and  forsaken;  then,  and  not  till 
then,  may  we  hope  for  pardon.  If  you  have  dis- 
pleased Grod,  pray  for  His  forgiveness,  and  for  grace, 
like  Zacharias,  to  serve  Him  better  for  the  time  to 
come.  Secondly — We  learn  from  the  example  of 
Zacharias  the  duty  of  praising  Grod: — as  soon  as 
he  recovered  his  speech,  he  used  it  to  glorify  his 
Heavenly  Father.  Do  you  praise  Him  for  all 
His  gifts  to  you,  and  use  them  for  His  honour 
and  glory? 


LESSON  SIXTH. 

Matthew  i.  18—24. 

Now  the  birth  of  Je-sus  Christ  was  on 
this  wise :  When  as  his  mo-ther  Ma-ry  was 
es-pous-ed  to  Jo-seph^  be-fore  they  came 
to-gether^  she  was  found  with  child  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Then  Jo-seph  her  hus-band^, 
be-ing  a  just  man^  and  not  will-ing  to 
make  her  a  pub-lie  ex-am-ple^  was  mind- 
ed to  put  her  a-way  priv-i-ly.  But  while 
he  thought  on  these  things^  be-hold,  the 
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an-gel  of  the  Lord  ap-pear-ed  un-to  him 
in  a  dream,  say-iiig,  ^^  Jo-seph,  thou  son 
of  Da-vid,  fear  not  to  take  un-to  thee 
Ma-ry  thy  wife,  for  that  which  is  con- 
ceiv-ed  in  her  is  of  the  Ho-ly  Ghost. 
And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  Son,  and 
thou  shalt  call  His  name  Je-sus,  for  He 
shall  save  His  peo-ple  from  their  sins." 
Now  all  this  was  done,  that  it  might  be 
ful-fill-ed  which  was  spok-en  of  the  Lord 
by  the  j)roph-et,  say-ing,  '^  Be-hold,  a  vir- 
gin shall  be  with  child,  and  shall  bring 
forth  a  son,  and  they  shall  call  his  name 
Em-man-u-el,  which,  be-ing  in-ter-pre-ted, 
is,  God  with  us." 

Then  Jo-seph,  be-ing  rais-ed  from  sleep, 
did  as  the  an-gel  of  the  Lord  had  bid-den 
him,  and  took  un-to  him  his  wife. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  kind  of  man  was  Joseph  ? 
A  just^  or  good  man. 
W^hose  son  was  he  called? 
The  son  of  David. 
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What  name  was  to  be  given  to  the  heavenly  child  ? 

Jesus. 

Why? 

Because  He  should  save  His  people  from  their 
sins;  that  is^  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  the  punish- 
ment of  sin  ? 

What  prophet  foretold  that  Jesus  should  be  called 
Emmanuel  ? 

The  prophet  Isaiah;  in  chapter  vii.  verse  14. 

Did  Joseph  believe  the  angel? 

Yes. 

How  did  he  show  his  faith  ? 

By  doing  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded 
him. 


And  this  is  the  way  in  which  we  must  all  show  our 
faith,  namely,  by  doing  that  which  God  commands 
us  to  do.  It  is  in  vain  to  read  the  Bible,  and  say 
we  believe  it,  if  we  do  not  obey  its  precepts.  It  is 
useless  to  learn  our  duty,  if  we  never  strive  to  per- 
form it. 

The  faith  which  will  make  us  children  of  God, 
and  which  will  lead  us  to  try  to  please  Him  by 
doing  what  is  right,  is  the  gift  of  God  Himself,  who, 
by  his  grace,  makes  us  willing  to  obey  Him,  and 
ready  to  forsake  sin,  which  He  hates. 
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LESSON  SEVENTH. 

Luke  ii.  1 — 7. 
And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days^ 
that  there  went  out  a  de-cree  from  Ce- 
sar Au-gus-tuS;  that  all  the  world  should 
be  tax-ed.  (And  this  tax-ing  was  first 
made  when  Cy-re-ni-us  w^as  go-vern-or  of 
Sy-ri-a.)  And  all  went  to  be  tax-ed/ev- 
er-y  one  to  his  own  ci-ty.  And  Jo-seph 
al-so  went  up  from  Gal-i-lee^  out  of  the 
ci-ty  of  Na-za-reth^  in-to  Ju-de-a,  un-to 
the  ci-ty  of  Da-vid^  which  is  call-ed  Beth- 
le-hem^  be-cause  he  was  of  the  house  and 
lin-e-age  of  Da-vid,  to  be  tax-ed  with 
Ma-ry  his  es-pous-ed  wife^  be-ing  great  with 
child.  And  so  it  was,  that  while  they 
were  there,  the  days  were  ac-com-plish-ed 
that  she  should  be  de-li-ver-ed,  and  she 
brought  forth  her  first-born  son,  and 
wrapped  him  in  swad-dling  clothes,  and 
laid  him  in  a  man-ger;  be-cause  there  was 
no  room  for  them  in  the  inn. 
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QUESTIONS. 

What  is  this  lesson  about  ? 

The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Who  is  Jesus  Christ  ? 

The  Son  of  God^  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  world  ? 

Mankind. 

What  did  Jesus  Christ  come  into  the  world  for  ? 

To  save  sinners  from  the  punishment  which  their 
sins  have  deserved. 

Who  was  the  mother  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 

Mary,  the  espoused  wife  of  Joseph. 

Where  was  Jesus  Christ  born  ? 

In  the  town  of  Bethlehem. 

Were  his  parents  rich  ? 

No,  very  poor. 

Where  was  Jesus  Christ  laid  when  he  was  a  baby  ? 

In  the  manger  of  a  stable,  on  a  bed  of  straw,  and 
wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes. 

Who  was  Cesar  Augustus  ? 

A  great  and  powerful  emperor  of  Rome. 

Who  was  Cyrenius  ? 

A  governor  under  the  emperor. 

When  was  Jesus  Christ  born  into  the  world? 

More  than  eighteen  hundred  years  ago. 
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Observe  how  lowly  and  humble  Jesus  Christ  wag, 
to  be  born  J  for  our  sakeS;  of  a  very  poor  worn  an « 
who  could  not  even  get  room  in  the  inn^  but  was 
obliged  to  lay  her  new-born  little  baby  in  a  manger 
in  a  stable.  Mary,  though  so  poor,  was  the  person 
most  honoured  by  Grod  in  the  whole  world,  because 
she  was  the  mother  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  must  learn  from  this  lesson  never  to  be 
proud,  for  God  loves  the  meek.  We  read  in  His 
own  book,  the  Bible,  ^^G-od  resisteth  the  proud; 
but  giveth  grace  to  the  humble.'^ 


LESSON  EIGHTH. 

Luke  ii.  8—20. 

And  there  were  in  the  same  coun-try, 
shep-herds  a-bid-ing  in  the  fields  keep-ing 
watch  o-ver  their  flocks  by  night.  And 
lOj  the  an-gel  of  the  Lord  came  up-on 
them^  and  the  glo-ry  of  the  Lord  shone 
round  a-bout  them,  and  they  were  sore 
a-fraid.  And  the  an-gel  said  un-to  them, 
"  Fear   not :    for,   be-hold,  I   bring   you 


UPON  THE  TENDER  PLANT.     39 

good  tid-ings  of  great  joy^  which  shall 
be  to  all  peo-ple.  For  un-to  you  is  born 
this  day  J  in  the  ci-ty  of  Da-vid^  a  Sa-vi- 
our^  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And 
this  shall  be  a  sign  un-to  you^  ye  shall 
find  the  babe  wrap-ped  in  swad-dling 
clotheS;  ly-ing  in  a  man-ger."  And  sud- 
den-ly  there  was  with  the  an-gel  a  mul- 
ti-tude  of  the  heavenly  host,  prais-ing 
God,  and  say-ing,  ^^Glo-ry  to  God  in  the 
high-est,  and  on  earth  peace,  good-will 
to-ward  men."  And  it  came  to  pass,  as 
the  an-gels  were  gone  arway  from  them  in- 
to hea-ven,  the  shep-herds  said  one  to  an- 
o-ther,  '^  Let  us  now  go  e-ven  un-to  Beth- 
le-hem,  and  see  this  thing  which  is  come 
to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made 
known  un-to  us."  And  they  came  with 
haste,  and  found  Ma-ry  and  Jo-seph, 
and  the  babe,  ly-ing  in  the  man-ger. 
And  when  they  had  seen  it,  they  made 
known  a-broad  the  say-ing  which  was 
told  them  con-cern-ing  this  child.  And 
all    they   that   heard   it    won-der-ed   at 
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those  things  which  were  told  them  by 
the  shep-herds.  But  Ma-ry  kept  all 
these  things^  and  pon-der-ed  them  in  her 
heart.  And  the  shep-herds  re-turn-ed^ 
gio-ri-fy-ing  and  prais-ing  God  for  all  the 
things  that  they  had  heard  and  seen^  as 
it  was  told  un-to  them. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  have  jou  been  reading  of  ? 

The  angel  appearing  to  poor  shepherds. 

What  were  the  shepherds  doing  ? 

Keeping  watch  over  their  flocks  by  night. 

What  did  the  angel  tell  the  shepherds  ? 

That  a  Saviour,  Christ  the  Lord,  was  born. 

What  did  the  angel  say  ? 

'^  Fear  not,  for  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
of  great  joy."*^ 

What  do  you  mean  by  tidings  ? 

News. 

What  good  news  did  the  angel  bring  ? 

The  news,  or  tidings,  of  the  birth  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 

Why  was  that  good  tidings  ? 


UPON  THE  TENDER  PLANT.      41 

Because  Christ  came  to  save  men  from  sin  and 
hell. 

Where  did  the  angels  say  that  Christ  was  ? 

In  the  city  of  David. 

What  city  did  they  mean  ? 

Bethlehem,  where  Christ  was  born. 

Who  appeared  with  the  angel  ? 

A  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host. 

What  did  they  do  ? 

They  praised  God,  saying,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the 
Lighest,^^  &c. 

Did  the  shepherds  go  to  Bethlehem  ? 

Yes. 

What  did  they  find  ? 

Mary,  and  Joseph,  and  the  babe,  lying  in  a 
manger. 

What  did  Mary  do  ? 

She  kept  all  those  things  and  pondered  them  in 
her  heart. 

What  is  meant  by  her  pondering  them  ? 

She  thought  on  those  things,  and  did  not  forget 
them.  , 

What  did  the  shepherds  do  ? 

They  returned,  glorifying  and  praising  God. 


W^hat  encouragement  does    this  lesson  give  us. 

We  read  that  angels  came  from  heaven  to  bring  the 

4^ 
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tidings  of  Jesus  Christ's  birth  to  poor  shepherds, 
who  were  doing  the  work  of  their  calling.  If  we 
love  God,  we  may  hope  for  His  blessing  when  we 
do  our  duty  in  that  state  of  life  in  which  it  may 
please  God  to  call  us.  Children  are  doing  their 
duty,  when  they  are  good  and  diligent  at  school, 
dutiful  and  obedient  to  their  parents  at  home,  kind 
and  obliging  to  all  around  them.  The  conduct  of 
these  shepherds  teaches  us  something  more ;  when 
they  had  heard  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  were  desirous 
to  go  to  Him,  and  they  did  not  allow  their  worldly 
business  to  hinder  them  from  seeking  Him.  We 
can  only  seek  Him  by  the  means  of  grace  He  has 
given  us.  Let  no  work  or  amusement  hinder  you 
from  praying  to  Him,  reading  His  holy  word,  and 
going  to  the  house  of  God;  but  remember,  that 
unless  you  attend  to  what  you  are  about,  and  pray 
with  your  whole  heart,  as  well  as  with  your  lips, 
God  will  not  hear  you.  When  you  hear  or  read 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  follow  the  example  of  Mary, 
and  keep  all  these  sayings  and  ponder  them  in  your 
heart.  Pray  earnestly  for  God's  grace  to  enable 
you  to  understand  your  duty,  and  to  do  it. 
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LESSON  NINTH. 

Luke  it.  21,  25—40. 

And  when  eight  days  were  ac-com- 
plish-ed  for  the  cir-cum-cis-ing  of  the 
child^  His  name  was  call-ed  Je-sus^  which 
was  so  nam-ed  of  the  an-gel  be-fore  He 
was  con-ceiv-ed  in  the  womb.  And  be- 
hold^ there  was  a  man  in  Je-ru-sa-lem 
whose  name  was  Sim-e-on;  and  the  same 
man  was  just  and  de-vout^  w^ait-ing  for 
the  con-so-la-tion  of  Is-ra-el;  and  the 
Ho-ly  Ghost  was  up-on  him.  And  it  was 
re-veal-ed  un-to  him  by  the  Ho-ly  Ghost^ 
that  he  should  not  see  death  be-fore  he 
had  seen  the  Lord's  Christ.  And  he 
came  by  the  Spi-rit  in-to  the  tem-ple; 
and  w^hen  the  pa-rents  brought  in  the 
child  Je-sus^  to  do  for  Him  af-ter  the  cus- 
tom of  the  laWj  then  took  he  Him  up  in 
his  arms^  and  bless-ed  God^  and  said^ 
^^Lord;  now  let-test  Thou  Thy  ser-vant 
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de-part  in  peace^  ac-cord-ing  to  Thy 
word ;  for  mine  eyes  Iiave  seen  Thy  sal- 
va-tion^  which  Thou  hast  pre-par-ed  be- 
fore the  face  of  all  peo-ple;  a  light  to 
light-en  the  Gen-tileS;  and  the  gio-ry  of 
Thy  peo-ple  Is-ra-el.  And  Jo-seph  and 
His  moth-er  mar-vel-led  at  those  things 
which  were  spo-ken  of  Him.  And  Sim- 
e-on  bless-ed  them^  and  said  un-to  Ma-ry 
his  moth-er^  ^^Be-hold^  this  child  is  set 
for  the  fall  and  ris-ing  a-gain  of  ma-ny  in 
Is-ra-el;  and  for  a  sign  which  shall  be 
spo-ken  a-gainst;  yea^  a  sword  shall 
pierce  through  thy  own  soul^  al-so,  that 
the  thoughts  of  ma-ny  hearts  may  be  re- 
veal-ed."  And  there  was  one  An-na^  a 
pro-phet-esS;  the  daugh-ter  of  Phan-u-el, 
of  the  tribe  of  A-ser;  she  was  of  a  great 
age^  and  had  liv-ed  with  a  hus-band  sev- 
en years  from  her  vir-gin-i-ty ;  and  she 
was  a  wid-ow  of  a-bout  four-score  and  four 
years,  which  de-part-ed  not  from  the  tem- 
ple, but  serv-ed  God  with  fast-ing  and' 
pray-ers,  night  and  day.   And  she,  com-ing 
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in  that  in-stant^  gave  thanks  like-wise  un- 
to the  Lord^  and  spake  of  Him  to  all  them 
that  look-ed  for  re-demp-tion  in  Je-ru-sa- 
lem.  And  when  they  had  per-form-ed  all 
things  ac-cord-ing  to  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
they  re-turn-ed  in-to  Gal-i-lee,  to  their  own 
ci-ty  Naz-a-reth.  And  the  child  grew,  and 
wax-ed  strong  in  spi-rit,  fill-ed  with  wis- 
dom; and  the  grace  of  God  was  up-on 
Him. 


QUESTIONS. 

When  was  our  blessed  Saviour  circumcised? 

Eight  days  after  His  birth. 

What  name  did  Mary  and  Joseph  give  to  our 
Saviour  ? 

Jesus. 

Why  did  they  call  Him  Jesus? 

Because  He  was  so  named  by  the  angel  G-abrielj 
when  he  appeared  to  Mary. 

To  what  place  did  Mary  and  Joseph  carry  our 
Saviour? 

To  Jerusalem. 

What  sacrifice  did  the  mother  of  our  Lord  offer? 
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The  sacrifice  commanded  in  the  Jewish  law — a 
pair  of  turtle  doves,  or  two  young  pigeons. 

Whom  did  they  meet  in  the  temple  ? 

Simeon. 

Was  he  a  good  man  ? 

Yes;  he  was  just  and  devout. 

Who  put  it  into  Simeon's  mind  to  go  then  to  the 
temple  ? 

The  Holy  Ghost,  who  revealed  to  him  that  he 
should  not  die  before  he  had  seen  Jesus  Christ. 

What  did  Simeon  mean  by  saying  his  eyes  had 
seen  God's  salvation? 

That  he  had  seen  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of 
the  world. 

What  did  Simeon  mean  by  saying  that  Christ 
should  be  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles? 

That  Jesus  Christ  should  die  to  save  all  people 
who  should  believe  on  him,  heathens  as  well  as 
Jews. 

Who  came  into  the  temple  at  the  same  time  ? 

Anna. 

What  did  she  do  ? 

She  also  gave  thanks  for  having  seen  Christ. 

Where  did  the  virgin  Mary  and  Joseph  go  after 
having  presented  Jesus  in  the  temple  ? 

To  Nazareth  in  Galilee. 

In  what  did  Christ  wax  strong? 

In  the  Spirit. , 
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With  what  was  Jesus  filled  ? 
With  wisdonie 
And  what  was  upon  Him? 
The  grace  of  God. 


At  the  time  our  Saviour  was  born,  the  Jews  ex- 
pected the  Messiah,  or  Jesus  Christ,  to  come  into 
the  world.  To  the  good  old  Simeon,  God  had  re- 
vealed that  he  ^^  should  see  the  Lord^s  Christ.^'  We 
read  that  he  waited  for  the  consolation  of  Israel; 
that  is,  he  looked  forward  with  faith  and  patience  to 
the  coming  of  Christ.  If  we,  like  Simeon,  are  God^s 
servants,  we,  also,  may  look  for  Christ^s  coming 
with  joy.  We  know  that  Christ  will  come  again, 
not  as  a  little  child,  but  as  the  King  of  glory,  and 
all  His  saints  with  Him,  to  judge  the  world.  We 
cannot  tell  when  that  will  be,  but  He  has  com- 
manded us  to  watch  and  be  ready;  for  even,  should 
our  ^^Lord  delay  Plis  coming,^^  we  may  die  at  any 
moment,  but  if  we  are  following  our  blessed  Saviour, 
we  need  not  fear.  He  will  support  us  in  all  trouble, 
and  enable  us  to  say,  like  Simeon,  ^^Lord,  now  let- 
test  Thou  Thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to 
Thy  word,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy  salvation.'^ 
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LESSON  TENTH. 

Matthew  ii.  1 — 12. 

Now  when  Je-siis  was  born  in  Beth-le- 
hem  of  Ju-de-a^  in  the  days  of  Her-od  the 
king,  be-hold,  there  came  wise  men  from 
the  East  to  Je-ru-sa-lem,  say-ing,  ^^  Where 
is  He  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews  ?  for 
we  have  seen  his  star  in  the  East,  and 
are  come  to  worship  Him." 

When  Her-od  the  king  had  heard  these 
things,  he  was  troub-led,  and  all  Je-rn- 
sa-lem  with  him.  And  when  he  had 
gath-er-ed  all  the  chief  priests  and  scribes 
of  the  peo-ple  to-geth-er,  he  de-mand-ed 
of  them  where  Christ  should  be  born. 
And  they  said  un-to  him,  -^^In  ]3eth-le- 
hem  of  Ju-de-a,  for  thus  it  is  writ-ten  by 
the  pro-phet,  And  thou  Beth-le-hem,  in 
the  land  of  Ju-da,  art  not  the  least  a-mong 
iiie  prin-ces  of  Ju-da^  for  out  of  thee  shall 
come  a  Go-vern-or,  that  shall  rule  my 
peo-ple  Is-ra-el." 
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Then  Her-od,  when  he  had  pri-vi-ly 
call-ed  the  wise  men^  in-qiiir-ed  of  them 
di-li-gent-ly  what  time  the  star  ap-pear- 
ed.  And  he  sent  them  to  Beth-le-hem^ 
and  saidj  "Go^  and  search  di-li-gent-ly 
for  the  young  child ;  and  when  ye  have 
found  Him^  bring  me  word  a-gain^  that 
I  may  come  and  wor-ship  Him  al-so." 
When  they  had  heard  the  king,  they  de- 
part-ed ;  and  lo,  the  star,  which  they  saw 
in  the  East,  went  be-fore  them,  till  it 
came  and  stood  o-ver  where  the  young 
child  was.  When  they  saw  the  star  they 
re-joic-ed  with  ex-ceed-ing  great  joy. 
And  when  they  were  come  in-to  the 
house^  they  saw  the  young  child  with 
Mary,  His  mo-ther^  and  fell  down  and 
wor-ship-ped  Him:  and  when  they  l^ad 
o-pen-ed  their  trea-sures,  they  pre-sent-ed 
un-to  Him  gifts,  gold,  and  frank-in-cense, 
and  myrrh.  And  be-ing  warn-ed  af  God 
in  a  dream,  that  they  should  not  re-turn 
to  Her-od,  they  de-part-ed  in-to  their  own 
coun-try  an-oth-er  way. 

5 
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QUESTIONS. 

Who  do  we  read  in  this  lesson  came  to  see  Jesus? 

Wise  men  from  the  East. 

Were  they  Jews? 

K03  Gentiles. 

For  what  purpose  did  they  go  to  Jerusalem  ? 

To  worship  him  who  was  born  King  of  the  Jews. 

Whom  did  they  mean? 

Our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

What  did  they  say  they  had  seen  in  the  East? 

His  star. 

Why  was  Herod  troubled? 

Because  he  feared  that  Jesus  would  reign  as  king 
instead  of  him. 

Did  Jesus  Christy  then^  come  from  heaven  to  be 
an  earthly  king? 

No.  He  said, ''  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.'' 
It  was  a  heavenly  one. 

Whom  did  Herod  gather  together  ? 

The  chief  priests  and  scribes. 

What  did  he  ask  them? 

Where  Christ  should  be  born. 

What  place  did  they  name  ? 

Bethlehem  of  Judea. 

How  did  they  know  that  Christ  should  be  born 
in  Bethlehem  ? 
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Because  it  Lad  been  foretold  by  the  prophet  Mi- 
cali.     Micali  v.  2. 

Whither  did  Herod  send  the  wise  men? 

To  Bethlehem. 

What  did  he  desire  them  to  do  when  they  had 
found  the  child  Jesus  ? 

To  bring  him  word,  that  he  might  go  and  worship 
Him  also. 

Did  Herod  wish  to  worship  Christ? 

No. 

What  became  of  the  star  when  they  departed  ? 

It  went  before  them  till  it  came  and  stood  over 
where  the  young  child  was. 

What  did  the  wise  men  do  when  they  saw  Jesus  ? 

They  fell  down  and  worshipped  Him. 

What  gifts  did  they  present  to  Him  ? 

Grold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh. 

Why  did  they  present  these  things  ? 

Because  it  was  the  custom  to  offer  them  to  kings? 

Did  the  wise  men  go  back  to  Herod  as  he  desired? 

No;  they  returned  to  their  own  country  by  an- 
other way. 

Why  did  they  do  so  ? 

Because  they  were  warned  of  God  in  a  dream. 


God   had   foretold  by  His  prophets  that  when 
Christ  should  come  He  would  invite  the  Gentiles 
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into  His  Churchy  tliat  they  might  have  the  bless- 
iDgs  of  the  Gospel  as  well  as  the  Jews;  and  we 
read^  in  this  chapter^  of  a  notice  being  given  of 
Christ's  birth  to  the  wise  men,  who,  you  remember, 
were  heathens;  that  is,  they  worshipped  the  sun, 
moon  and  stars.  The  star  which  guided  the  wise 
m^  to  the  place  of  the  Infant  Eedeemer's  birth, 
was  employed  for  that  purpose  by  the  almighty 
power  of  God,  by  whose  law  the  motions  of  all  the 
heavenly  bodies  are  governed.  We  have  the  printed 
Bible,  which  points  out  to  us  the  way  to  the  Saviour, 
and  we  should  be  very  thankful  to  God  for  His 
mercy  in  not  leaving  us  in  sin  and  ignorance,  but 
having  given  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  the  know- 
ledge of  a  Saviour  and  the  hope  of  heaven. 

Herod  was  a  very  bad  man.  He  had  killed  his 
mother,  his,  wife,  and  three  of  his  sons ;  and  as  he 
was  fearful  lest  another  king  should  take  his  place, 
he  pretended  to  desire  to  worship  Christ,  while,  in 
reality,  he  wished  to  put  Him  to  death.  But  God 
knew  what  was  in  his  heart,  and  defeated  his  pur- 
pose, watching  over  the  holy  family,  and  preserving 
them  from  the  jealousy  of  the  wicked  king. 
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LESSON  ELEVENTH. 

Matt.  ii.  13  to  the  end. 

And  when  they  were  de-part-ed^  be- 
hold^ the  an-gel  of  the  Lord  ap-pear-ed 
to  Jo-seph  in  a  dream^  say-ing^  '^  A-rise^ 
and  take  the  young  child  and  His  mo- 
ther^ and  flee  in-to  E-gypt^  and  be  thou 
there  un-til  I  bring  thee  word  5  for  Her- 
od will  seek  the  young  child^  to  de- 
stroy Him."  When  he  a-rose^  he  took 
the  young  child  and  His  mo-ther  by 
night;,  and  de-part-ed  in-to  E-gypt;  and 
was  there  un-til  the  death  of  Her-od^ 
that  it  might  be  ful-fill-ed  which  was 
spok-en  of  the  Lord  by  the  pro-phet^ 
say-ing,  "  Out  of  E-gypt  have  I  call-ed 
my  son."  Then  Her-od^  when  he  saw 
that  he  was  mock-ed  of  the  wise  men^ 
was  ex-ceed-mg  wroth,  and  sent  forth, 
and  slew  all  the  chil-dren  that  were  in 

Beth-le-hem,  and  in  all  the  coasts  there- 

5^ 
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of,  from  two  years  old  and  un-der,  ac- 
cord-ing  to  the  time  which  he  had  di-li- 
gent-ly  in-quir-ed  of  the  wise  men. 
Then  w^as  ful-fiU-ed  that  which  was 
spo-ken  by  Je-re-my  the  prophet,  say-ing, 
"In  Ea-ma  was  there  a  voice  heard,  1am- 
en-ta-tion  and  weep-ing,  and  great  mourn- 
ing ;  Ea-chel  weep-ing  for  her  chil-dren, 
and  w^ould  not  be  com-fort-ed,  be-cause 
they  are  not."  But  when  Her-od  was 
dead,  be-hold,  an  an-gel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
pear-eth  in  a  dream  to  Jo-seph,  in  E-gypt, 
say-ing,  "A-rise,  and  take  the  young 
child  and  His  mo-ther,  and  go  in-to  the 
land  of  Is-ra-el,  for  they  are  dead  wdiich 
sought  the  young  child's  life."  And  he 
a-rose,  and  took  the  young  child  and  his 
mo-ther,  and  came  in-to  the  land  of  Is- 
ra-el.  But  when  he  heard  that  Ar-che- 
la-us  did  reign  in  Ju-de-a,  in  the  room 
of  his  fa-ther,  Her-od,  he  was  a-fraid  to 
go  thi-ther,  not-with-stand-ing,  be-ing 
warn-ed  of  God  in  a  dream,  he  turn-ed 
a-side  into  the  parts  of  Gal-i-lee.     And 


UPON  THE  TEXDEB  PLANT.      00 

he  came  and  dwelt  in  a  ci-ty  call-ed  Naz- 
a-reth^  that  it  might  be  ful-fill-ed  which 
was  spok-en  by  the  pro-phets^  '^  He  shall 
be  call-ed  a  Naz-a-rene." 


QUESTIONS. 

When  the  wise  men  had  gone  homC;  who  appear- 
ed to  Joseph  ? 

The  angel  of  the  Lord,  in  a  dream. 

What  did  the  angel  tell  Joseph  ? 

To  take  the  youDg  child  and  His  mother,  and 
flee  into  Egypt. 

Why  was  Joseph  to  do  this  ? 

Because  Herod  would  seek  the  young  child  to 
destroy  Him. 

Did  Joseph  do  as  the  angel  commanded  him  ? 

Yes.  He  took  the  young  child  and  His  mother 
by  night,  and  departed  into  Egypt. 

How  did  Herod  act  when  he  found  that  the  wise 
men  did  not  return  to  him  ? 

He  sent  and  slew  all  the  children  in  Bethlehem, 
that  were  not  more  than  two  years  old. 

When  did  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appear  again  to 
Joseph  ? 

After  the  death  of  the  wicked  king,  Herod. 
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What  did  Joseph  do  then  ? 

He  arose  and  took  the  young  child  and  his  mo- 
ther, and  came  into  the  land  of  Israel. 

Did  he  go  back  to  Bethlehem  ? 

No. 

Why  not  ? 

Because  he  was  afraid  of  Herod's  son,  Archelaus^ 
who  was  a  very  cruel  man. 

Whither  did  Joseph  go  ? 

To  Galilee. 

In  what  city  of  Galilee  did  Joseph  dwell  ? 

In  Nazareth. 


The  murder  of  these  little  children  was  very 
dreadful;  and  it  shows  how  wicked  the  heart  is  by 
nature,  and  how  ready  it  is  to  perform  the  most 
cruel  actions.  Children  are  liable  to  sickness  and 
death  as  much  as  grown  persons;  and  this  proves 
that  they  are  sinful  by  nature,  because  death  is  the 
consequence  of  sin.  But  Christ  loves  little  chil- 
dren. He  took  them  up  in  His  arms  and  blessed 
them.  He  called  them  His  lambs,  and  declared 
that  their  angels  do  always  behold  the  face  of  His 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven.  Do  you,  my  dear 
children,  wish  to  be  your  Saviour's  lambs,  and  to 
be  loved  by  Him  ?  Remember  He  does  not  love 
the  wayward  or  disobedient;   you  must  pray  for 
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grace  to  enable  you  to  believe  upon  Him  and  to  be, 
like  Him^  meek,  humble,  teachable,  and  obedient ; 
^^  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven/^  Then  if 
you  have  soon  to  die  and  to  leave  this  world,  you 
may  joyfully  obey  the  call  of  that  Saviour  who 
laid  down  His  life  that  you  might  live  for  ever  with 
Him  in  heaven. 


LESSON  TWELFTH. 

Luke  ii.  41  to  the  end. 

Now  his  pa-rents  went  to  Je-ru-sa-lem 
ev-e-ry  year  at  the  feast  of  the  pass- 
o-ver.  And  when  he  was  twelve 
years  old^  they  went  up  to  Je-ru-sa-lem^ 
af-ter  the  cus-tom  of  the  feast.  And 
w^hen  they  had  ful-fill-ed  the  days^  as 
they  re-turn-ed^  the  child  Je-sus  tar-ri-ed 
be-hind  in  Je-ru-sa-lem ;  and  Jo-seph  and 
His  mo-ther  knew  not  of  it.  But  they, 
sup-pos-ing  him  to  have  been  in  the 
com-pa-ny,  went  a  day's  jour-ney;  and 
they  sought  him   a-mong  their  kins-folk 
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and  ac-quain-tance.  And  when  they 
found  him  not^  they  turn-ed  back  a-gain 
to  Je-ru-sa-lem,  seek-mg  Him.  And  it 
came  to  pass^  that^  after  three  days^  they 
found  Him  in  the  tem-ple^  sit-ting  in  the 
midst  of  the  doc-tors^  both  hear-ing 
them  and  ask-ing  them  ques-tions.  And 
all  that  heard  Him  were  as-ton-ish-ed  at 
His  un-der-stand-ing  and  an-swers.  And 
when  they  saw  Him  they  were  a-maz-ed ; 
and  His  mo-ther  said  un-to  him^  "  Son^ 
why  hast  Thou  thus  dealt  with  us?  Be- 
hold^ Thy  fa-ther  and  I  have  sought 
Thee  sor-row-ing."  And  He  said  un-to 
them^  "  How  is  it  that  ye  sought  me  ? 
Wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  a-bout  my 
Pa-ther's  bu-si-ness  T  And  they  un-der- 
stood  not  the  say-ing  which  he  spake  un- 
to them.  And  He  went  down  with 
thern^  and  came  to  Naz-a-reth^  and  was 
sub-ject  un-to  them;  But  his  mo-ther 
kept  all  these  say-ings  in  her  heart. 
And  Je-sus  in-creas-ed  in  wis-dom  and 
stat-ure,  and  in  fa-vour  with  God  and  man. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where  did  the  virgin  Mary  and  Joseph  go  every 
year? 

To  Jerusalem. 

At  what  feast  ? 

The  feast  of  the  passover. 

Can  you  tell  me  any  thing  about  the  feast  of  the 
passover  ? 

It  was  kept  in  remembrance  of  the  deliverance 
of  the  Jews  from  Egypt. 

Why  was  it  called  the  passover  ? 

Because  the  angel  that  God  sent  to  destroy  the 
first-born  of  the  Egyptians  passed  over  the  houses 
of  the  Israelites. 

How  old  was  Jesus  when  Joseph  and  Mary  took 
Him  to  this  feast  ? 

Twelve  years  old. 

What  happened  after  they  had  fulfilled  the  days, 
and  were  on  their  return. 
•    The  child  Jesus  tarried  behind  in  Jerusalem. 

Where  did  Joseph  and  Mary  go  when  they  could 
not  find  Him  ? 

They  turned  back  again  to  Jerusalem. 

Where  did  they  find  Him  ? 

In  the  temple^  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  doc- 
tors, both  hearing  them  and  asking  them  questions. 
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At  what  were  all  those  who  heard  him  aston- 
ished ? 

At  His  Tinderstanding  and  answers. 

Why  was  Jesus  able  to  understand  and  answer 
in  this  wonderful  manner  ? 

Because  he  was  the  Son  of  Grod. 

What  did  his  mother  say  to  Him  ? 

^^Son,  why  hast  Thou  thus  dealt  with  us?  Be- 
hold, Thy  father  and  I  have  sought  Thee  sor- 
rowing/' 

What  did  Jesus  answer  ? 

^^  How  is  it  that  ye  sought  me?  Wist  ye  not 
that  I  must  be  about  my  Father's  business  ?" 

What  did  he  mean  by  His  ^'  Father's  business  ?" 

The  work  of  His  Heavenly  Father,  God. 

Did  Jesus  go  with  Mary  and  Joseph  ? 

He  went  with  them  to  Nazareth,  and  was  sub- 
ject to  them. 

What  is  meant  by  that  ? 

That  he  was  obedient  to  them. 

Which  commandment  teaches  us  to  honour  our 
parents  ? 

The  fifth. 


You  see  how  anxious  Jesus  Christ  was,  even 
when  a  child,  to  ]be  about  His  ^^  Father's  business." 
In  this  you  loust  try  to  follow  Him.     You  have  all 
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some  work  to  do  for  which  you  must  give  an  ac- 
count to  Grod  at  the  last  day.  Whatever  is  your  duty^ 
do  it  with  all  your  mighty  and  do  all  to  the  glory 
of  God.  Observe,  especially,  how  obedient  Christ 
was  to  His  earthly  parents.  When  they  called 
him  He  left  the  doctors  directly,  and  went  home 
with  them  to  Nazareth,  and  was  subject  to  them. 
He  obeyed  all  God's  commandments,  and  He  set 
an  example  to  children  to  be  humble,  gentle,  meek, 
and  obedient.  When  you  feel  inclined  to  be  dis- 
obedient to  your  father  or  mother,  think  of  Jesus, 
and  pray  to  God  to  enable  you  to  be  like  Him. 


LESSON  THIRTEENTH. 
Luke  hi.  1 — 3.     Matthew  hi.  2 — 6. 

Now  in  the  fif-teenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Ti-be-ri-iis  Cae-sar  (Pon-ti-us  Pi-late  be- 
ing gov-ern-or  of  Ju-de-a^  and  Her-od  be- 
ing te-trarch  of  Gal-i-lee^  and  his  bro-ther 
Phil-ip  te-trarch  of  I-tu-re-a  and  of  the 
re-gi-on  of  Tra-cho-ni-tis^  and  Ly-sa-ni-as 
the  te-trarch  of  A-bi-le-ne;  An-nas  and 
Cai-a-phas  be-ing  the  high  priests^)  the 
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word  of  God  came  iin-to  Jolin^  tlie  son  of 
Zach-a-ri-as^  in  the  wil-der-ness.  And  he 
came  in-to  all  the  coun-try  a-bout  Jor-dan, 
preach-ing  the  bap-tism  of  re-pent-ance, 
for  the  re-mis-sion  of  sms.  And  say-in g^ 
^^  Ee-pent  ye^  for  the  king-dom  of  hea-ven 
is  at  hand."  For  this  is  he  that  was  spo- 
ken of  by  the  proph-et  E-sai-as^  say-ing, 
^'  The  voice  of  one  cry-ing  in  the  wil-der- 
nesS;  Pre-pare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
make  His  paths  straight."  And  the  same 
John  had  his  rai-ment  of  cam-el's  hair, 
and  a  leath-ern  gir-dle  a-bout  his  loins; 
and  his  meat  was  lo-custs  and  wild  hon- 
ey. Then  went  out  to  him  Je-ru-sa-lem, 
and  all  Ju-de-a,  and  all  the  re-gi-on  round 
a-bout  Jor-dan,  and  were  bap-ti-zed  of 
him  in  Jor-dan^  con-fess-ing  their  sins. 


QUESTIONS. 

Of  what  have  you  been  reading  in  this  lesson  ? 
Of  John  the  Baptist  preaching  in  the  wilderness. 
What  did  he  preach  ? 
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The  remission  of  sins. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  remission  of  sins? 

Pardon  of  sios. 

How  must  we  obtain  pardon  for  our  sins  ? 

By  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

Who  had  prophesied  that  John  would  prepare  the 
way  of  Christ  ? 

Isaiah,  which  is  the  same  with  Esaias. 

Who  went  out  to  him? 

The  people  of  Jerusalem,  Judea,  and  all  the  re- 
gion round  about  Jordan. 

What  did  John  do? 

He  baptized  them  in  Jordan. 

What  were  the  people  to  do? 

To  confess  their  sins. 

What  is  required  of  those  who  are  baptized  ? 

Repentance  and  faith. 

How  did  these  people  show  their  repentance  and 
faith  ? 

By  believing  what  John  preached,  and  by  con- 
fessino;  their  sins. 


We  are  taught  in  this  portion  of  Scripture,  the 
great  duty  of  repentance.  Without  repentance  we 
cannot  hope  to  have  our  sins  pardoned,  and  unless 
our  sins  are  pardoned  we  cannot  go  to  heaven.     Now 
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repentance  is  sorrow  for  sin,  but  this  is  not  enough ; 
sin  must  also  be  renounced,  that  is,  it  must  be  for- 
saken or  given  up.  If  you  have  committed  a  fault, 
you  must  first  be  sorry  for  it,  grieved  with  all  your 
heart  at  having  offended  your  Heav^eiily  Father,  and 
displeased  your  merciful  Saviour.  You  muit  then 
resolve  never  to  do  so  any  more;  but  you  are  so 
weak  and  sinful,  that  you  cannot  of  yourself  act 
thus.  Pray,  therefore,  sincerely,  for  God^s  forgive- 
ness, and  for  His  grace  to  enable  you  to  keep  His 
holy  will  and  commandments,  and  walk  in  the  same 
all  the  days  of  your  life.  Such  prayers,  if  offered 
from  the  heart,  God  will  accept  and  bless,  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  through  whom  alone  they  are 
heard  and  answered. 


LESSON  FOURTEENTH. 
Matthew  hi.  7 — 12.     Luke  iti.  10 — 14. 

But  when  he  (John)  saw  ma-ny  of  the 
Pha-ri-sees  and  Sad-du-cees  come  to  his 
bap-tism^  he  said  un-to  them^  ^^0  gen-er- 
a-tion  of  vi-pers^  who  hath  warn-ed  you 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come?     Bring 
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forth;  there-fore^  fruits  meet  for  re-pent- 
ance ;  and  think  not  to  say  with-in  your- 
selveS;  We  have  A-bra-ham  to  our  fa- 
ther^  for  I  say  un-to  you^  that  God  is 
a-ble  of  these  stones  to  raise  up  child-ren 
un-to  A-bra-ham.  And  now^  al-so^  the 
axe  is  laid  un-to  the  root  of  the  trees; 
there-fore  ev-er-y  tree  which  bring-eth 
not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down  and 
cast  in-to  the  fire.  I^  in-deed^  bap-tize 
you  with  wa-ter  un-to  re-pent-ance ;  but 
he  that  com-eth  af-ter  me  is  might-i-er 
than  I;  whose  shoes  I  am  not  wor-thy  to 
bear;  He  shall  bap-tize  you  with  the 
Ho-ly  Ghost;  and  with  fire :  whose  fan  is 
in  His  hand;  and  He  will  thor-ough-ly 
purge  His  floor^  and  gath-er  His  wheat 
in-to  the  gar-ner;  but  He  will  burn  up 
the  chaff  with  un-quench-able  fire."  And 
the  peo-ple  as-ked  him,  say-ing;  -^^What 
shall  we  do  then  ?"  He  an-swer-eth  and 
saith  un-to  them^  "He  that  hath  two 
coatS;  let  him  im-part  to  him  that  hath 
none;  and  he  that  hath  meat;  let  him  do 

6* 
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like-wise.  Then  came  al-so  pub-li-cans 
to  be  bap-ti-zedj  and  said  un-to  him^ 
^^Mas-ter^  what  shall  we  do?"  And  he 
said  un4o  them,  ^^  Exact  no  more  than 
that  which  is  ap-point-ed  you."  And  the 
sol-di-ers  like-wise  de-mand-ed  of  him, 
say-ing,  ^^And  what  shall  we  do?"  And 
he  said  un-to  them,  ^^  Do  vi-o-lence  to  no 
man,  nei-ther  ac-cuse  a-ny  false-ly,  and 
be  con-tent  with  your  wa-ges." 


QUESTIONS. 

Who  were  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees? 

They  were  two  sects  of  the  Jews. 

Why  did  John  the  Baptist  call  them  a  generation 
of  vipers  ? 

Because  they  were  hypocrites.  They  pretended 
to  be  righteous,  but  were  wicked. 

What  did  John  say  they  must  do  to  escape  the 
wrath  of  God  ? 

Repent  of  their  sins,  and  bring  forth  fruits  meet 
for  repentance 

What  did  John  say  would  be  done  to  every  tree 
which  did  not  bring  forth  good  fruit  ? 
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It  should  be  hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire. 

What  did  he  mean  by  saying  this  ? 

That  those  who  do  not  show  their  faith  and  love 
to  God,  should  be  cast  into  hell. 

Who  did  John  mean  by  one  mightier  than  him- 
self, who  was  coming  to  them? 

Jesus  Christ. 

To  what  did  John  the  Baptist  compare  our  Sa- 
viour? 

To  a  husbandman  cleansing  his  wheat. 

What  did  he  mean  by  the  fan  Christ  would  have 
in  His  hand? 

The  Divine  power  and  wisdom  of  Christ,  whereby 
He  distinguishes  between  the  chaff  and  the  wheat. 

What  was  meant  by  the  wheat? 

Grood  people. 

What  was  meant  by  the  chaff? 

Bad  people. 

What  was  meant  by  the  garner? 

Heaven. 

What  was  meant  by  the  unquenchable  fire  ? 

Hell. 

What  did  the  people  ask  John  the  Baptist? 

^'^What  shall  we  do  then?'' 

What  did  John's  answer  mean  ? 

That  they  should  be  kind  and  gentle  to  every  one,, 
as  well  as  just,  honest  and  peaceable. 
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Like  the  people  we  read  of  in  this  lesson,  we 
should  be  anxious  to  do  our  duty;  but  we  must  not 
stop  here :  when  we  know  it  we  must  practise  it,  or 
we  shall  be  like  the  tree  which  does  not  bring  forth 
good  fruit  and  is  hewn  down,  or  the  worthless  chaff 
which  shall  be  burned  with  unquenchable  fire.  We 
read  what  sort  of  fruits,  or  works,  are  well-pleasing 
to  God.  We  must  be  kind  to  all  around  us,  and 
help  those  that  are  in  want,  to  the  best  of  our 
ability:  ^^He  that  hath  two  coats,  let  him  impart  to 
him  that  hath  none,  and  he  that  hath  meat,  let  him 
do  likewise. ^^  We  must  be  honest,  not  wishing  to 
get  more  than  is  due  to  us;  ^^ Exact  no  more  than 
that  which  is  appointed  you.^^  We  must  not  be 
quarrelsome  and  unkind;  ^^Do  violence  to  no  man.^' 
Nor  must  we  speak  evil  of  any  one;  ^^ Neither  ac- 
cuse any  falsely;^'  and  we  must  be  contented  with 
that  which  God  sees  fit  to  give  us.  If  we  follow 
these  rules  we  shall  show  that  we  desire  to  act 
according  to  God's  will,  who  alone  can  enable  us  to 
do  so  by  His  Holy  Spirit. 
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LESSON  FIFTEENTH. 

Matthew  hi.  13 — 17. 

Then  com-eth  Je-sus  from  Gal-i-lee  to . 
Jor-dan,  un-to  John,  to  be  bap-ti-zed  of 
him.  But  John  for-bade  him,  say-ing,  ^^I 
have  need  to  be  bap-ti-zed  of  Thee,  and 
com-est  Thou  to  me?"  And  Je-sus  an- 
swer-ing  said  un-to  him,  ^^  Suf-fer  it  to  be 
so  now,  for  thus  it  be-com-eth  us  to  ful-fil 
all  right-e-ous-ness."  Then  he  suf-fer-ed 
Him.  And  Je-sus,  when  He  was  bap- 
tiz-ed,  went  up  straight-way  out  of  the 
wa-ter;  and  lo,  the  hea-vens  were  o-pen- 
ed  un-to  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spi-rit  of 
God  de-scend-ing  like  a  dove,  and  light- 
ing up-on  Him.  And  lo,  a  voice  from 
hea-ven,  say-ing,  ^^This  is  my  be-lov-ed 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleas-ed." 


QUESTIONS. 

Did  Jesus  Christ  need  pardon,  that  He  came  to 
be  baptized  ? 
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No.  Christ  never  sinned^  and;  therefore,  did  not 
need  pardon. 

Would  John  the  Baptist  baptize  Christ  at  first  ? 

No.  He  said,  ^^  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of 
Thee,  and  comest  Thou  to  me  V^ 

Why  did  he  say  this  ? 

Because  he  did  not  think  himself  worthy  to  bap- 
tize Christ. 

What  did  our  Saviour  say  ? 

^^  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now,  for  thus  it  becometh  us 
to  fulfil  all  righteousness/^ 

What  is  fulfilling  all  righteousness  ? 

Doing  the  will  of  God  in  all  things. 

What  wonderful  thing  was  seen  when  Jesus  came 
up  out  of  the  water  ? 

'^  Lo,  the  heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and  he 
saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a  dove  and 
lighting  upon  Him.^^ 

What  was  heard  at  the  same  time  ? 

^^  Lo,  a  voice  was  heard  from  heaven,  saying, 
This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased.^' 

From  whom  did  this  voice  come  ? 

From  God  the  Father. 

What  does  this  show  us? 

That  Jesus  Christ  is  really  the  Son  of  God. 
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After  Jesus  had  been  baptized,  as  He  came  up 
out  of  the  water,  the  heavens  were  opened,  and  a 
voice  was  heard.  It  was  the  voice  of  God.  And 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  down  from  heaven  and  rested 
upon  the  head  of  Jesus.  Thus  Grod  the  Father, 
Grod  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost  are  revealed 
to  us  in  this  wonderful  scene. 

^^  And  without  controversy,  great  is  the  mystery 
of  godliness :  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  justi- 
fied in  the  Spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the 
Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into 
glory.^^ — 1  Tim.  iii.  16. 

Oh,  my  dear  children,  be  thankful  for  the  bless- 
ings which  are  given  you  in  the  Gospel.  Believe 
in,  obey,  and  love  God,  and  you  shall  be  blessed 
here  and  hereafter. 


LESSON  SIXTEENTH. 
Luke  iv.  1.     Matthew  iv.  2 — 11. 

And  Je-sus^  be-ing  full  of  the  Ho-ly 
Ghost;  re-turn-ed  from  Jor-dan^  and  was 
led  by  the  Spi-rit  in-to  the  wil-der-ness 
to  be  tempt-ed  of  the  dev-il.     And  when 
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He  had  fast-ed  for-ty  days  and  for-ty 
nights^  He  was  after-ward  an  hmi-ger- 
ed.  And  when  the  tempt-er  came  to 
Him^  he  said^  ^^If  thou  be  the  Son  of 
God,  com-mand  that  these  stones  be 
made  bread."  But  He  an-swer-ed  and 
said,  ''It  is  written,  Man  shall  not  live 
by  bread  a-lone,  but  by  ev-er-y  word  that 
pro-ceed-eth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 
Then  the  dev-il  tak-eth  Him  up  in-to  the 
ho-ly  ci-ty,  and  set-teth  Him  on  a  pin- 
na-cle  of  the  tem-ple,  and  saith  un-to 
Him,  ''If  thou  be  the  Son  of  Go<J,  cast 
thy-self  down,  for  it  is  writ-ten,  "  He 
shall  give  His  an-gels  charge  con-cern- 
ing  thee,  and  in  their  hands  they  shall 
bear  thee  up,  lest  at  any  time  thou  dash 
thy  foot  a-gainst  a  stone."  Je-sus  said 
un-to  him,  "It  is  writ-ten  a-gain.  Thou 
shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God." 
A-gain  the  dev-il  tak-eth  Him  up  in-to 
-an  ex-ceed-ing  high  moun-tain,  and  show- 
eth  Him  all  the  king-doms  of  the  world 
.and  the  glo-ry  of  them ;  and  saith  un-to 
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Him,  ''  All  these  things  will  I  give  thee 
if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me." 
Then  saith  Je-sus  un-to  him,  "Get  thee 
hence,  Satan,  for  it  is  writ-ten,  Thou 
shalt  wor-ship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and 
Him  only  shalt  thou  serve."  Then  the 
dev-il  leav-eth  Him,  and  be-hold  an-gels 
came  and  min-is-ter-ed  un-to  Him. 


QUESTIONS. 

With  what  was  Jesus  filled  after  the  Spirit  had 
descended  on  Him  at  His  baptism  ? 

The  Holy  Ghost. 

Where  did  He  go  when  He  came  out  of  the  river 
Jordan  ? 

He  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness. 

For  what  purpose  ? 

To  be  tempted  of  the  devil. 

How  long  did  our  Saviour  fast  in  the  wilderness  ? 

Forty  days  and  forty  nights. 

What  happened  to  Him  afterward  ? 

He  was  an  hungered. 

Who  came  to  our  Saviour  in  the  wilderness  ? 

The  tempter,  or  devil. 

What  did  he  say  to  Christ  ? 
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^^If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  command  that 
these  stones  be  made  bread/^ 

What  did  our  blessed  Lord  answer  ? 

^^It  is  written,  Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
of  God/^ 

Where  did  the  devil  then  take  our  Lord? 

To  the  holy  city,  or  Jerusalem,  and  set  Him  on  a 
pinnacle  of  the  temple. 

What  did  the  devil  try  to  persuade  our  Lord  to 
do? 

To  cast  himself  down  from  the  top  of  the 
temple. 

Why  did  he  try  to  persuade  our  Lord  to  do 
this? 

To  prove  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God. 

What  did  our  Lord  say  ? 

'^  It  is  written  again,  Thou  shall  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God.^^ 

Where  did  the  devil  next  take  our  Lord  ? 

To  an  exceeding  high  mountain,  and  showed 
Him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the  glory 
of  them. 

What  did  the  devil  want  Him  to  do  ? 

To  fall  down  and  worship  him ;  and  he  promised 
to  give  them  all  to  Him  if  He  would  do  so. 

What  reply  did  our  Lord  make  to  this  ? 

^'  Get  thee  hence,  Satan,  for  it  is  written,  Thou 
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sbalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  Him  only 
shalt  thou  serve/^ 

What  became  of  the  devil  when  Christ  said  this  ? 

He  left  him ;  and  angels  came  and  ministered  to 
Him. 


From  this  lesson  we  learn  that  there  really  is  a 
wicked  being  called  the  devil,  who  wants  to  be  wor- 
shipped and  served  instead  of  God.  He  it  was 
who  deceived  Adam  and  Eve,  and  brought  death 
upon  them,  and  upon  all  the  world.  The  same 
Satan  who  tempted  Jesus,  tempts  us  now :  ^'  The 
devil,  as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about  seeking 
whom  he  may  devour.^'  Remember,  whenever  you 
wish  to  do  a  wrong  thing,  it  is  Satan  who  is  tempt- 
ing you.  He  is  always  trying  to  make  us  sin. 
We  cannot  see  him,  as  Jesus  could,  but  we  can  feel 
him  in  our  hearts,  filling  them  with  sinful  tempers 
and  wicked  thoughts.  Oh,  pray  to  God  to  help 
you  to  overcome  the  devil.  He  has  promised  that 
if  you  resist  the  devil,  he  will  flee  from  you. 
Strive,  then,  against  sin.  You  cannot  do  this  in 
your  own  strength,  but  you  can  through  Christ, 
and  He  has  promised  to  succour  or  help  you. 
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LESSON  SEVENTEENTH. 

Luke  iy.  14.    John  ii.  1 — 12. 

And  af-ter  His  temp-ta-tion  was  end- 
ed^ Je-sus  returned  in  the  pow-er  of  the 
Spi-rit  in-to  Gal-i-lee:  and  there  went 
out  a  fame  of  Him^  through  all  the  re- 
gi-on  round  a-bout.  And  the  third  day^ 
there  was  a  mar-ri-age  in  Ca-na  of  Gal- 
i-lee^  and  the  moth-er  of  Je-sus  was 
there.  And  both  Je-sus  was  call-ed  and 
His  disciples^  to  the  mar-ri-age.  And 
when  they  want-ed  wine^  the  moth-er  of 
Je-sus  saith  un-to  Him^  "  They  have  no 
wine."  Je-sus  saith  un-to  her^  ^^  Wo- 
man^ what  have  I  to  do  with  thee^  mine 
hour  is  not  yet  come."  His  moth-er 
saith  un-to  the  ser-vants,  "  What-so-ev- 
er  He  saith  un-to  you^  do  it."  And 
there  were  set  there  six  wa-ter-pots  of 
stone,  af-ter  the  man-ner  of  the  pu-ri-fy- 
ing   of   the   Jews,   con-tain-ing  two   or 
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three  fir-kins  a-piece.  Je-sus  saith  un-to 
them^  '^Fill  the  wa-ter-pots  with  wa- 
ter/' and  they  fill-ed  them  up  to  the 
brim.  And  He  saith  unto  them^,  "  Draw 
out  noW;  and  bear  unto  the  go-vern-or 
of  the  feast."  And  they  bare  it.  When 
the  rul-er  of  the  feast  had  tast-ed  the 
wa-ter  that  was  made  wine,  and  knew 
not  whence  it  was,  (but  the  ser-vants 
which  drew  the  wa-ter  knew,)  the  go- 
vern-or  of  the  feast  call-ed  the  bride- 
groom, and  saith  un-to  him,  "Ev-e-ry 
man  at  the  be-gin-ning  doth  set  forth 
good  wine ;  and  when  men  have  well 
drunk,  then  that  which  is  worse;  but 
thou  hast  kept  the  good  wine  un-til 
now."  This  be-gin-ning  of  mi-ra-cles  did 
Je-sus  in  Ca-na  of  Gal-i-lee,  and  ihan-i- 
fest-ed  forth  His  glo-ry ;  and  His  dis-ci- 
ples  be-liev-ed  on  Him.  Af-ter  this  He 
went  down  to  Ca-per-na-um,  He,  and  His 
moth-er,  and  His  breth-ren  and  His  dis- 
ci-pies ;  and  they  con-tin-u-ed  there  not 
ma-ny  days. 

7^ 
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QUESTIONS. 

After  His  temptation^  where  did  Jesus  go? 

Into  Galilee. 

How  did  He  prove  Himself  the  Son  of  God  ? 

He  wrought  miracles. 

What  are  miracles  ? 

Wonderful  works,  which  can  only  be  performed  by 
the  direct  power  of  God. 

What  miracle  have  you  read  of  to-day  ? 

Christ  turning  water  into  wine. 

Where  did  He  perform  it? 

At  a  marriage-feast  in  Cana  of  Galilee. 

Who  alone  can  change  the  nature  of  any  thing  ? 

God. 

Who  did  Christ  then  prove  Himself  to  be,  by 
turning  water  into  wine  ? 

God. 

What  did  our  Lord  say  to  His  mother  when  she 
told  Him  there  was  no  wine  ? 

^^  Woman,  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee.  Mine 
hour  is  not  yet  come.^^ 

What  did  His  mother  tell  the  servants  ? 

^^  Whatsoever  He  saith  unto  you,  do  it.'' 

What  did  Jesus  desire  the  servants  to  do  ? 

To  fill  the  water-pots  with  water,  and  afterward 
to  draw,  and  bear  to  the  governor  of  the  feast. 
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Did  they  do  so  ? 

Yes. 

What  happened  ? 

The  water  with  which  they  filled  the  water-pots 
was  turned  into  wine. 

Did  the  governor  know  where  the  wine  came 
from? 

No. 

Who  believed  on  Jesus? 

His  disciples. 

After  this,  to  what  place  did  He  go  ? 

To  Capernaum — with  His  mother,  His  brethren^ 
and  His  disciples. 


You  have  now  read  an  account  of  our  Saviour^s 
first  miracle.  He  wrought  many  miracles  to  prove 
Himself  the  Son  of  Grod,  for  none  could  do  these 
wonderful  works  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  The 
wonderful  power  of  Jesus  turned  the  water  into 
wine  by  a  word.  We  must  not  expect  to  see  mira- 
cles now,  but  Grod^s  works  are  as  wonderful  and 
beautiful  as  they  were  then,  and  they  equally  show 
His  mercy  and  loving-kindness.  Whether  we  look 
at  the  glorious  sun,  the  moon  and  stars,  or  at  the 
smallest  plant,  or  flower,  or  insect,  we  behold  the 
great  power  and  goodness  of  our  Almighty  Father, 
and  we  may  well  exclaim  with  David,  ^^0  Lord, 
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how  wonderful  are  Thy  works,  in  wisdom  hast  Thou 
made  them  all,  the  earth  is  full  of  Thy  riches/' 
Learn  to  see  Grod  in  all  His  works;  and  when  you 
look  on  the  bright  green  fields  and  the  blue  sky, 
never  forget  that  they  were  made  by  a  Grod  of 
mercy,  and  that  beautiful  as  His  works  are,  here 
below,  He  has  prepared  far  better  things  in  heaven, 
for  those  who  love  and  serve  Him  on  earth. 


LESSON  EIGHTEENTH. 

Luke  iv.  33—40. 

And  when  He  was  at  Ca-per-na-uni;, 
He  taught  them  on  the  Sab-bath  day. 
And  in  the  syn-a-gogue  there  was  a  man, 
which  had  a  spi-rit  of  an  un-clean  dev-il;, 
and  he  cri-ed  out  with  a  loud  voice,  say- 
ing, "  Let  us  a-lone,  what  have  we  to  do 
with  Thee,  thou  Je-sus  of  Naz-a-reth? 
art  Thou  come  to  de-stroy  us?  I  know 
Thee  who  Thou  art ;  the  Ho-ly  One  of 
God."  And  Je-sus  re-buk-ed  him,  say-ing, 
''  Hold  thy  peace,  and  come  out  of  him." 
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And  when  the  dev-il  had  thrown  him  in 
the  midst^  he  came  out  of  him^  and  hurt 
him  not.  And  they  w^ere  all  a-maz-ed, 
and  spake  a-mong  them-selves,  say-ing^ 
"  What  a  word  is  this  !  for  with  au-thor- 
i-ty  and  pow-er  He  com-mand-eth  the 
un-clean  spi-rits,  and  they  come  out." 
And  the  fame  of  Him  went  out  in-to  ev- 
er-y  place  of  the  coun-try  round  a-bout. 
And  He  a-rose  out  of  the  syn-a-gogue^ 
and  en-ter-ed  in-to  Si~mon's  house.  And 
Si-mon's  wife's  moth-er  was  taken  with 
a  great  fe-ver :  and  they  be-sought  Him 
for  her.  And  He  stood  o-ver  her,  and 
re-buk-ed  the  fe-ver,  and  it  left  her ;  and 
im-me-di-ate-ly  she  a-rose  and  min-is-ter- 
ed  un-to  them.  Now  when  the  sun  was 
set-ting,  all  they  that  had  a-ny  sick  with 
di-vers  dis-eas-es  brought  them  un-to  Him, 
and  He  laid  His  hands  on  ev-er-y  one  of 
them,  and  heal-ed  them. 
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QUESTIONS. 

What  have  you  been  reading  to-day  ? 

An  account  of  two  of  our  Saviour^s  miracles. 

What  was  the  first  one  ? 

Christ  casting  a  devil  out  of  a  poor  man. 

Do  you  not  think  that  it  must  have  been  a 
dreadful  thing  to  be  possessed  of  a  devil  ? 

Yes. 

What  did  the  poor  man  do  ? 

He  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice. 

What  did  he  call  our  Saviour? 

The  Holy  One  of  God. 

How  did  Jesus  cast  out  the  devil  ? 

By  His  word. 

What  did  this  show  ? 

That  He  had  power  over  the  devil. 

Were  the  people  astonished  ? 

Yes,  they  were  all  amazed. 

Where  was  our  Saviour  when  He  cast  out  the 
devil  ? 

In  the  synagogue. 

What  were  the  synagogues? 

The  Jews'  places  of  worship. 

Where  did  our  Saviour  go  after  he  had  cured  the 
poor  man  ? 

Into  Simon's  house. 


UPON  THE  TENDER  PLANT.      83 

What  was  the  matter  with  Simon's  mother-in- 
law? 

She  was  sick  of  a  fever. 

What  did  our  Saviour  do  to  her  ? 

He  stood  over  her  and  rebuked  the  fever^  and  it 
left  her. 

What  did  she  do  immediately  ? 

She  arose  and  ministered  unto  them. 

Did  our  Lord  heal  any  other  sick  people  ? 

Yes,  a  great  many. 

How  did  he  cure  them  ? 

Often  by  laying  His  hands  on  them. 

Can  any  one  cure  the  sick  by  touching  or  speak- 
ing to  them  ? 

None  but  God. 

Who  did  our  Lord  prove  Himself  to  be  by  work- 
ing these  miracles? 

The  Son  of  God. 


At  the  time  Christ  came  into  the  world,  the  devil 
and  his  angels  used  to  enter  into  the  bodies  of  peo- 
ple and  torment  them  in  a  dreadful  manner.  The 
devil  has  not  now  the  power  of  hurting  our  bodies, 
but  he  is  always  tryiug  to  destroy  our  souls,  by 
tempting  us  to  sin,  that  we  may  go  to  him  in  hell 
when  we  die,  instead  of  being  happy  for  ever  in 
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heaven.  But  as  I  have  told  you  before,  you  must 
resist  the  devil  by  not  giving  way  to  sin,  and  follow 
that  blessed  Saviour,  who  came  on  earth  to  live  and 
die  to  save  you  from  hell,  and  from  the  power  of 
the  devil.  Pray  to  God  to  enable  you  to  follow  the 
example  of  Christ.  See  how  merciful  He  was  to 
all  who  came  to  Him.  He  employed  His  power  in 
doing  good.  You  cannot  work  miracles,  but  you 
can  be  useful  and  kind  to  those  around  you.  Grod 
grant  us  grace  to  be  holy,  and  may  we  finally  in- 
herit everlasting  life ! 


LESSON  NINETEENTH. 

Luke  v.  1 — 11.     Matthew  iv.  23. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  the  peo- 
ple press-ed  up-on  Him  to  hear  the  word 
of  God^  He  stood  by  the  lake  of  Gen- 
nes-a-ret^  and  saw  two  ships  stand-ing  by 
the  lake^  but  the  fish-er-men  were  gone 
out  of  them^  and  were  wash-ing  their 
nets.  And  He  en-ter-ed  in-to  one  of 
the  ships^  which  was  Si-mon's^  and  pray- 
ed him  that  he  would  thrust  out  a  lit-tle 


Miraculous  draught  of  fishes,     p.  85. 
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from  the  land.  And  He  sat  down^  and 
taught  the  peo-ple  out  of  the  ship.  Now 
when  He  had  left  speak-ing.  He  said 
un-to  Si-mon^  ^^  Launch  out  in-to  the 
deep;,  and  let  down  your  nets  for  a 
draught."  And  Si-mon^  an-swer-mg,  said 
un-to  Him^  "  Mas-ter^  we  have  toil-ed  all 
the  nighty  and  have  ta-ken  no-thing; 
nev-er-the-less^  at  Thy  word^  I  will  let 
down  the  net."  And  when  they  had 
this  done^  they  en-closed  a  great  mul-ti- 
tude  of  fisheS;,  and  their  net  brake.  And 
they  beck-on-ed  un-to  their  part-ners^ 
which  were  in  the  oth-er  ship^  that  they 
should  come  and  help  them.  And  they 
came  and  fill-ed  both  the  shipS;  so  that 
they  be-gan  to  sink.  When  Si-mon  Pe- 
ter saw  it^  he  fell  down  at  Je-sus'  knees^ 
say-in g,  "  De-part  from  me^  for  I  am  a 
sin-ful  man,  0  Lord."  For  he  was  as- 
ton-ish-ed,  and  all  that  were  with  him, 
at  the  draught  of  the  fish-es  which  they 
had  tak-en :  and  so  was  al-so  James  and 
John,  the  sons  of  Zeb-e-dee,  which  were 
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part-ners  with  Si-mon.  And  Je-sus  said 
un-to  Si-moii;  Fear  not^  from  hence- 
forth thou  shalt  catch  men.  And 
when  they  had  brought  their  ships  to 
landj  they  for-sook  all  and  fol-low-ed 
Him.  And  Je-sus  went  a-bout  all  Gal- 
i-leCj  teach-ing  in  the  syn-a-gogues^  and 
preach-ing  the  gos-pel  of  the  king-dom^ 
and  heal-ing  all  man-ner  of  sick-ness  and 
all  man-ner  of  dis-ease  a-mong  the  peo- 
ple. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  have  you  been  reading  of  to-day  ? 
Another  of  our  blessed  Saviour's  miracles. 
Where  was  He  when  He  performed  this  miracle  ? 
Standing  by  the  Lake  of  Gennesaret. 
What  is  a  lake  ? 

A  large  piece  of  water,  entirely  surrounded  by 
land. 

What  did  the  people  do  ? 

They  pressed  upon  Him  to  hear  the  word  of  God. 

Where  did  our  Saviour  go  ? 

Into  a  ship  which  was  Simon's. 
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What  did  He  do  tbere? 

He  taught  the  people  out  of  the  ship. 

When  He  had  left  speaking  to  the  people^  what 
did  He  say  to  Simon  ? 

^^  Launch  out  into  the  deep^  and  let  down  your 
nets  for  a  draught/^ 

Did  Simon  and  his  companions  do  as  Jesus  told 
them  ? 

Yes. 

Did  they  catch  any  fish  ? 

Yes,  they  enclosed  a  great  multitude  of  fishes. 

Was  it  likely  that  after  toiling  ail  night  and 
catching  nothing,  Peter  and  his  companions  should 
catch  so  many  fish  as  almost  to  sink  the  ships  ? 

No. 

What  did  Christ  prove  by  this  miracle  ? 

That  all  creation  is  under  His  control  or  do- 
minion. 

What  did  Peter  do  ? 

He  fell  down  at  Jesus'  knees,  saying,  ^^  Depart 
from  me,  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  0  Lord.'^ 

Did  he  wish  Jesus  to  go  away  ? 

No,  he  was  astonished  at  the  miracle. 

What  did  Jesus  say  to  Simon  ? 

^^  Fear  not,  from  henceforth  thou  shalt  catch 
men." 
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What  did  Christ  mean  by  this  ? 

That  Simon  should  bring  a  great  many  people  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  gospel. 

What  did  Simon,  Andrew,  James,  and  John  do 
when  they  had  brought  their  ships  to  land  ? 

They  left  all  and  followed  Christ. 

What  did  they  show,  by  leaving  all  and  following 
our  Saviour? 

That  they  believed  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

How  did  Christ  act  in  the  different  places  where 
He  went  ? 

He  preached  the  gospel,  and  healed  the  sick. 


There  is  much  in  this  lesson  deserving  your  at- 
tention. First,  observe  the  mercy  and  kindness  of 
our  blessed  Saviour.  He  was  never  weary  of  doing 
good.  We  read  of  His  preaching  to  the  people,  in- 
structing and  showing  them  the  way  to  heaven; 
and  afterward  we  see  Him  performing  a  miracle, 
to  supply  the  wants  of  some  poor  men,  who  gained 
their  livelihood  by  fishing.  They  had  toiled  hard  all 
the  night  and  had  taken  nothing.  AVhen  Jesus 
had  finished  speaking  to  the  people.  He  told  Simon 
to  let  down  his  net,  and  try  to  catch  some  fish. 
Simon  believed  in  Jesus,  and  loved  to  obey  Him  in 
every  thing.     He  has  left  us  a  good  example  in  his 
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readiness  to  do  what  our  Lord  required^  when  he 
must  have  been  quite  tired  with  working  all  night. 
This  showed  his  faith.  He  believed  Christ  to  be 
the  Messiah,  or  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  he 
thought  it  was  His  duty  to  obey  His  commands. 
His  faith  and  obedience  were  rewarded.  He 
caught  so  many  jBsh,  that  he  was  obliged  to  call  his 
friends  in  the  other  ship  to  come  and  help  him. 

It  was  the  power  of  Christ  which  brought  this 
number  of  fish  into  the  net;  for  Jesus,  as  God,  has 
power  over  every  thing.  All  creatures  obey  His 
will.  Peter  felt  how  powerful  and  holy  Jesus  was, 
and  how  unworthy  he  himself  was  to  be  with  Jesus. 
It  was  this  humility  which  made  him  say,  ^'  Depart 
from  me,  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  0  Lord.^^  Jesus 
knew  what  was  in  Peter^s  heart,  and  spoke  kindly 
to  him,  promising  him  that  he  should  no  longer  be 
a  fisherman,  but  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  to  bring 
people  to  Jesus,  that  they  might  believe,  and  be 
saved. 
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LESSON  TWENTIETH. 

John  hi.  1—6;  9—15,  17—21. 
Theee  was  a  man  of  the  Phar-i-sees 
named  Nic-o-de-mus^  a  rul-er  of  the 
Jews ;  the  same  came  to  Je-sus  by  nighty 
and  said  un-to  Hnn^  ^^  Rab-bi^  we  know 
that  Thou  art  a  teach-er  come  from  God^ 
for  no  man  can  do  these  mir-a-cles  that 
Thou  do-est,  ex-cept  God  be  with  him." 
Je-sus  an-swer-ed;  and  said  unto  him^ 
^'Ver-i-ly,  ver-i-ly^  I  say  un-to  thee,  ex- 
cept a  man  be  born  a-gain,  he  can-not 
see  the  king-dom  of  God."  Nic-o-de-mus 
saith  un-to  Him,  "  How  can  a  man  be 
born  when  he  is  old?  Can  he  en-ter 
the  se-cond  time  in-to  his  mo-ther  s 
womb  and  be  born?"  Je-sus  an-swer- 
ed,  "  Ver-i-ly,  ver-i-ly,  I  say  un-to  thee, 
ex-cept  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of 
the  Spi-rit,  he  can-not  en-ter  in-to  the 
king-dom  of  God.  That  which  is  born 
of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is 
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born  of  the  spi-rit  is  spi-rit."  Nic-o-de- 
mus  an-swer-ed  and  said  un-to  Plim^ 
"  How  can  these  things  be  T  Je-sus  an- 
swered and  said  unto  him^  "  Art  thou  a 
mas-ter  of  Is-ra-el^,  and  know-est  not 
these  things?  Ver-i-ly^  ver-i-ly^  I  say 
un-to  thee,  we  speak  that  we  do  know^ 
and  tes-ti-fy  that  we  have  seen^  and  ye 
re-ceive  not  our  wit-ness.  If  I  have  told 
you  earth-ly  things^  and  ye  be-lieve  not, 
how  shall  ye  be-lieve  if  I  tell  you  of 
heav-en-ly  things  ?  And  no  man  hath 
as-cend-ed  up  to  heav-en,  but  He  that 
came  down  from  heav-en^  e-ven  the  Son 
of  man  which  is  in  hea-ven.  And  as 
Mo-ses  lift-ed  up  the  ser-pent  in  the  wil- 
der-ness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  man 
be  lift-ed  up^  that  who-so-ev-er  be-liev-eth 
in  Him  should  not  per-ish,  but  have 
e-ter-nal  life.  For  God  sent  not  his  Son 
in-to  the  world  to  con-demn  the  world, 
but  that  the  world  through  Him  might 
be  sav-ed.  He  that  be-liev-eth  on  Him 
is  not  con-demn-ed ;  but  he  that  be-liev- 
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eth  not  is  con-demn-ecl  al-read-y^  be- 
cause he  hath  not  be-liev-ed  in  the  name 
of  the  on-ly  be-got-ten  Son  of  God. 
And  this  is  the  con-dem-na-tion^  that 
light  is  come  in-to  the  world,  and  men 
loy-ed  dark-ness  ra-ther  than  light^,  be- 
cause their  deeds  were  evil.  For  ev-e-ry 
one  that  do-eth  evil;  ha-teth  the  light, 
nei-ther  com-eth  to  the  light,  lest  his 
deeds  should  be  re-prov-ed.  But  he  that 
do-eth  truth  com-eth  to  the  light,  that 
his  deeds  miay  be  made  man-i-fest,  that 
they  are  wrought  in  God." 


QUESTIONS. 

Who  came  to  Jesus  by  night? 
Nicodemus^  a  ruler  of  the  Jews. 
Why  did  Nicodemus  go  to  Jesus  by  night  ? 
Because  he  was  afraid  of  the  Jews. 
What  did  Jesus  tell  Mcodemus? 
That  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

What  did  Christ  mean  by  being  born  again? 
Changed  in  his  heart. 
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Why  must  every  one  be  born  again? 

Because  all  are  born  in  sin,  and  therefore  are  not 
the  children  of  God,  and  cannot  go  to  heaven  till 
their  hearts  are  changed,  and  they  are  made  the 
children  pf  God. 

How  did  our  Saviour  say  he  must  be  born  ? 

Of  water  and  of  the  Spirit. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  being  born  of  water  and 
of  the  Spirit? 

Being  baptized  with  water,  and  renewed  in  heart 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  which  baptism  is  the  outward 
sign. 

Can  you  be  a  child  of  God,  even  though  you  have 
been  baptized,  if  you  sin,  and  do  not  obey  God's 
commandments? 

No,  certainly  not. 

What  did  Moses  lift  up  in  the  wilderness? 

The  brazen  serpent. 

Of  what  was  the  brazen  serpent  a  type  ? 

Of  Jesus  Christ. 

What  did  our  Saviour  mean  by  the  Son  of  man 
being  lifted  up  ? 

Christ  meant  that  He  himself  was  to  be  crucified, 
or  lifted  up  on  the  cross,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  Him,  should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life. 

Why  did  Christ  say  God  had  sent  his  Son  into 
the  world? 

That  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved. 
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What  did  onr  Saviour  mean  by  men  loving  dark- 
ness rather  than  light? 

That  men  loved  wickedness  more  than  goodness. 


Nicodemus  was  not  like  Simon^  who  followed  our 
Saviour  openly.  He  was  afraid,  and  therefore  came 
to  Jesus  by  night.  But  Jesus  was  so  merciful,  he 
did  not  send  him  away,  but  taught  him  a  great 
many  things  which  he  did  not  know  before.  Jesus 
told  him  of  his  sinfulness,  and  that  he  must  be  born 
again :  as  children  of  Adam,  you  know,  we  are  all 
born  into  the  world  with  sinful  hearts.  Yf  e  do  not 
naturally  love  God  and  goodness,  but  are  far  more 
ready  to  follow  the  devil  and  sinful  pleasures,  and 
our  affections  are  apt  to  be  fixed  on  this  world,  in- 
stead of  heaven;  therefore  our  hearts  must  be 
changed.  Jesus  says,  ^^  Except  we  are  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit,  we  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.''  Water,  which  cleanses  that 
which  is  unclean,  represents  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
which  purifies  our  souls,  and  which  alone  can  change 
our  hearts,  and  enable  us  to  love  God,  and  keep  His 
commandments.  God  will  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to 
all  who  truly  seek  Him.  We  cannot  see  this  Spirit 
working  in  the  heart,  but  we  can  see  the  good  fruits : 
or  the  holy  tempers  which  He  causes  to  spring  up. 
You  see  then  what  our   Saviour  meant  by  being 
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born  again.  It  is  to  have  a  new  heart:  to  be  made 
a  child  of  God.  Ask  God^  then^  to  give  you  His 
grace  to  soften  and  change  your  hearts,  and  He  will 
have  mercy  upon  you.  For  God  sent  not  Plis  Son 
into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the 
world  through  Him  might  be  saved. 


LESSON  TWENTY-FIRST. 

John  iv.  3—26. 

He  left  Ju-de-a^  and  de-par-ted  a-gain 
in-to  Gal-i-lee.  And  He  must  needs  go 
through  Sa-ma-ri-a.  Then  com-eth  He  to 
a  ci-ty  of  Sa-ma-ri-a^  which  is  call-ed  Sy- 
char^  near  to  the  par-eel  of  ground  that  Ja- 
cob gave  to  his  son  Jo-seph.  Now  Ja-cob's 
well  was  there.  Je-sus^  there-fore^  be-ing 
wear-i-ed  with  His  jour-ney^  sat  thus  on 
the  well :  and  it  was  about  the  sixth  hour. 
There  com-eth  a  wo-man  of  Sa-ma-ri-a  to 
draw  wa-ter.  Je-sus  saith  unto  her^  ^^  Give 
me  to  drink/'  for  His  dis-ci-ples  were  gone 
a-way  un-to  the  ci-ty  to  buy  meat.  Then 
said  the  wo-man  of  Sa-ma-ri-a  un-to  Him, 
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"How  is  it  that  Thou^  be-ing  a  Jew^  ask- 
est  drink  of  me^  which  am  a  wo-man  of 
Sa-ma-ri-a?"  For  the  Jews  have  no  deal- 
ings with  the  Sa-mar-i-tans.  Je-sus  an- 
swer-ed  and  said  un-to  her^  "  If  thou  knew- 
est  the  gift  of  God^  and  who  it  is  that 
saith  to  thee^  Give  me  to  drink^  thou 
would-est  have  ask-ed  of  Him^  and  He 
would  have  giv-en  thee  liv-ing  wa-ter." 
The  wo-man  saith  un-to  Him^  "Sir^,  Thou 
hast  no- thing  to  draw  with^  and  the  well 
is  deep;  from  whence  then  hast  Thou 
that  liv-ing  wa-ter?  Art  Thou  great-er 
than  our  fa-ther  Ja-cob^  which  gave  us 
the  well,  and  drank  there-of  him-self,  and 
his  chil-dren,  and  his  cat-tie?"  Je-sus 
an-swer-ed  and  said  un-to  her,  "Who-so- 
ev-er  drink-eth  of  this  wa-ter  shall  thirst 
a-gain,  but  who-so-ev-er  drink-eth  of  the 
wa-ter  that  I  shall  give  him,  shall  nev-er 
thirst ;  but  the  wa-ter  that  I  shall  give 
him,  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  wa-ter 
spring-ing  up  in-to  ev-er-last-ing  life." 
The  wo-man  saith  un-to  him,  "Sir,  give 
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me  this  wa-ter^  that  I  thirst  not,  nei-ther 
come  hith-er  to  draw."  Je-sus  saith  un-to 
her^  "G05  call  thy  hus-band^,  and  come 
hith-er."  The  wo-man  an-swer-ed  and 
said^  "  I  have  no  hus-band."  Je-sus  saith 
un-to  her^  ^^Thou  hast  well  said^  I  have 
no  hus-band^  for  thou  hast  had  five  hus- 
bands,  and  he  whom  thou  now  hast  is 
not  thy  hus-band;  in  that  saidst  thou 
tru-ly."  The  wo-man  saith  un-to  Him^ 
"^  Sir^  I  per-ceive  that  thou  art  a  proph-et. 
Our  fa-thers  wor-ship-ped  in  this  moun- 
tain; and  ye  say^  that  in  Je-ru-sa-lem  is 
the  place  where  men  ought  to  wor-ship." 
Je-sus  saith  un-to  her^  '^  Wo-man^,  be-lieve 
me^  the  hour  com-eth  when  ye  shall  nei- 
ther in  this  moun-tain^  nor  yet  at  Je-ru- 
sa-lem^  wor-ship  the  Fa-ther.  Ye  wor-ship 
ye  know  not  what^  we  know  what  we 
wor-ship^  for  sal-va-tion  is  of  the  Jews. 
But  the  hour  com-eth^  and  now  is^  when 
the  true  wor-ship-pers  shall  wor-ship  the 
Fa-ther  in  spi-rit  and  in  truth;,  for  the 
Fa-ther  seek-eth  such  to  wor-ship  Him. 
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God  is  a  spi-rit^  and  they  that  wor-ship 
Him  must  wor-ship  Him  in  spi-rit  and  in 
truth."  The  wo-man  saith  un-to  Him, 
^^  I  know  that  Mes-si-ah  com-eth^  which 
is  call-ed  Christ;  when  He  is  come  He 
will  tell  us  all  things."  Je-sus  saith  un- 
to her^  '^1  that  speak  un-to  thee,  am  He." 


QUESTIONS. 

Where  did  our  Lord  go  when  He  left  Judea  ? 
To  Samaria. 

To  what  city  did  He  come  in  Samaria  ? 
The  city  of  Sychar. 
What  well  was  there  ? 
Jacob's  well. 
What  did  our  Lord  do  ? 

Wearied  with  His  journey,  He  sat  on  the  well  side. 
Who  came  to  the  well? 
A  woman  of  Samaria. 
What  did  Jesus  ask  her  to  do? 
To  give  Him  some  water. 
Did  she  do  so  ? 

No;  she  was  surprised  that  our  Saviour,  being  a 
Jew,  should  speak  to  a  Samaritan. 
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What  did  our  Saviour  say  He  would  have  given 
her^  if  she  had  asked  for  it? 

Living  M^ater. 

What  did  our  Saviour  mean  by  living  water  ? 

Spiritual  life^  which  proceeds  from  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

What  did  our  Saviour  mean  by  saying  that  ^^  sal- 
vation is  of  the  Jews  V 

That  He^  the  Saviour^  was  to  be  born  among  them. 

How  did  our  Lord  say  the  Father  is  to  be  wor- 
shipped ? 

In  spirit  and  in  truth. 

How  can  we  worship  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

With  all  our  heart,  and  not  with  our  lips  only. 

Who  did  Jesus  tell  the  woman  that  He  was  ? 

The  Messiah,  or  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 


The  Samaritans  professed  to  worship  God  and 
not  idols,  but  there  was  great  hatred  between  them 
and  the  Jews,  because  they  did  not  think  alike  on 
religious  matters.  Though  they  both  expected  a 
Saviour  to  come  into  the  world,  the  Samaritan  wo- 
man little  thought,  that  at  that  well,  where  she  had 
so  often  gone  before,  she  should  meet  her  merciful 
Saviour.  She  was  a  sinner,  and  unwilling  to  hear 
Him,  yet  Jesus  had  compassion  on  her.  Though 
weary  with  His  journey,  and  hungry,  and  thirsty,  He 
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talked  to  her,  convinced  her  of  sin,  and  converted 
her.  He  told  her  of  that  living  water,  even  the 
Holy  Spirit,  which  refreshes  and  gives  life  to  the 
soul,  as  the  water  we  drink  does  to  the  body. 
"Without  water  our  bodies  must  die,  and  without 
the  grace  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  our  souls  must  per- 
ish for  ever.  Observe  the  love  and  mercy  of 
Christ.  Though  no  longer  on  earth,  He  is  as  com- 
passionate now,  as  he  was  when  preaching  to  the 
Samaritan  woman.  Come  to  Him.  He  invites  you, 
as  He  did  her;  but,  remember,  that  God  is  a  Spirit, 
and  they  that  worship  Him,  must  worship  Him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.  Pray  to  Him  with  your  whole 
heart,  and  He  will  in  no  wise  refuse  to  hear  and 
answer  you. 


LESSON  TWENTY-SECOND. 

John  iv.  27 — 43. 

(While  Je-sus  was  talk-ing  to  the  Sa- 
mar-i-tan,)  His  dis-ci-ples  came^  and  mar- 
vel-led that  He  talk-ed  with  the  wo-man ; 
yet  no  man  said,  ^'  What  seek-est  Thou?" 
or,   ''Why   talk-est   Thou    with    her?" 


UPON  THE  TENDER  PLANT.    101 

The  wo-man  then  left  her  wa-ter-pot^  and 
went  her  way  in-to  the  ci-ty^  and  saith 
to  the  men^  ^^Come^  see  a  man  which 
told  ine  all  things  that  ev-er  I  did.  Is  not 
this  the  Christ?  Then  they  went  out 
of  the  ci-ty  and  came  un-to  him.  In  the 
mean  while.  His  dis-ci-ples  pray-ed  Him, 
say-ing,  ^^Mas-ter,  eat."  But  He  said 
un-to  them,  "I  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye 
know  not  of."  There-fore  said  the  dis- 
ci-ples  one  to  an-oth-er,  "  Hath  any  man 
brought  Him  ought  to  eat."  Je-sus  saith 
un-to  them,  "My  meat  is  to  do  the  will 
of  Him.  that  sent  me,  and  to  fin-ish  His 
work.  Say  not  ye,  '  There  are  yet  four 
months,  and  then  com-eth  harv-est?'  be- 
hold, I  say  un-to  you.  Lift  up  your  eyes 
and  look  on  the  fields,  for  they  are  white 
al-read-y  to  har-vest.  And  he  that 
reap-eth  re-ceiv-eth  wa-ges,  and  gath-er- 
eth  fruit  un-to  life  e-ter-nal ;  that  both 
he  that  sow-eth  and  he  that  reap-eth 
may  re-joice  to-geth-er.  And  here-in  is 
that  say-ing  true,  '  One  sow-eth,  and  an- 

9^ 
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otli-er  reap-eth.'  I  sent  you  to  reap  that 
where-on  ye  be-stow-ed  no  la-bour ;  oth- 
er men  la-bour-ed^  and  ye  are  en-ter-ed 
in-to  their  la-bours."  And  ma-ny  of  the 
Sa-mar-i-tans  of  that  ci-ty  be-liev-ed  on 
Him  for  the  say-ing  of  the  wo-man, 
which  tes-ti-fi-ed^  "  He  told  me  all  that 
ev-er  I  did."  So  when  the  Sa-mar-i-tans 
were  come  un-to  Him,  they  be-sought 
Him  that  He  would  tar-ry  with  them : 
and  He  a-bode  there  two  days.  And 
ma-ny  more  be-liev-ed  be-cause  of  His 
own  word ;  and  said  un-to  the  wo-man, 
"  Now  we  be-lieve,  not  be-cause  of  thy 
say-ing;  for  we  have  heard  Him  our- 
selveSj  and  know  that  this  is  indeed  the 
Christ,  the  Sa-vi-our  of  the  world." 
Now,  af-ter  two  days,  He  de-part-ed 
thence,  and  went  in-to  Gal-i-lee. 


QUESTIONS. 

Who  returned  while  our  Saviour  was  talking  to 
the  Samaritan  woman  ? 
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His  disciples. 

Where  had  the j  been  ? 

Into  the  city  to  buy  meat. 

What  did  the  Samaritan  woman  do  ? 

She  left  her  water-pot,  and  went  into  the  city, 
and  called  the  people  to  come  to  Jesus. 

When  the  disciples  prayed  Christ  to  eat,  what  did 
He  say? 

He  said,  '^  I  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye  know  not  of." 

What  did  our  Lord  say  was  His  meat,  or  that 
which  was  better  to  Him  than  His  food  ? 

To  do  the  will  of  God. 

What  did  our  Lord  mean  by  what  He  said  about 
the  harvest? 

That  His  preaching  should  be  successful,  and  that 
many  would  be  converted. 

To  what  then  did  our  Lord  compare  the  effects  of 
His  preaching  ? 

To  a  plentiful  harvest. 

Did  many  Samaritans  believe? 

Yes. 

What  request  did  they  make  to  Jesus  ? 

To  tarry,  or  stay  with  them. 

How  long  did  He  tarry  with  them  ? 

Two  days. 

Where  did  he  then  go  ? 

Into  Galilee. 
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This  lesson  is  a  continuation  of  tbe  history  of 
the  Samaritan  woman.  The  disciples  returned, 
bringing  food  for  their  Master  to  eat;  but  Jesus 
said,  "  I  have  meat  to  eat  which  you  know  not  of/^ 
''My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  my  father  who  is  in 
heaven/^  Jesus  was  so  anxious  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel^ and  to  save  sinners,  that  He  did  not  think  of 
His  bodily  wants.  He  only  thought  of  the  work 
which  He  had  to  do,  and  this  was  to  preach  the 
gospel,  to  set  an  example  of  a  holy  life,  and  to 
die  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  Now,  dear  child, 
you  should  take  an  example  from  your  blessed 
Lord.  You  have  not  to  preach  the  gospel,  or  to 
die  for  the  sake  of  others,  but  you  have  all  some 
work  to  do,  some  duties  to  perform;  to  be  dutiful 
and  help  your  parents ;  to  learn  your  duty  and  be 
obedient  to  your  teachers;  to  be  kind  to  those 
around  you ;  to  set  an  example  of  good  conduct  to 
others;  and  many  things  will  be  required  in  the 
different  stations  of  life  in  which  it  shall  please 
Grod  to  place  you.  Do  all  cheerfully^  then,  as  to 
the  Lord,  and  not  to  man,  knowing  that  you  will 
hereafter  have  to  give  an  account  of  your  actions. 
Always  remember  that  whatever  is  your  duty  to 
God  and  man,  is  the  work  required  of  you  by  your 
Heavenly  Father. 
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LESSON  TWENTY-THIRD. 
John  iv.  46 — 54. 

There  was  a  cer-tain  no-ble-maiij 
whose  son  was  sick  at  Ca-per-na-um. 
When  he  heard  that  Je-sus  was  come 
out  of  Ju-de-a  in-to  Gal-i-lee^  he  went 
un-to  Him^  and  be-sought  Him  that  He 
would  come  down  and  heal  his  son,  for 
he  was  at  the  point  of  death.  Then 
said  Je-sus  un-to  him,  "  Ex-cept  ye  see 
signs  and  won-ders,  ye  will  not  be-lieve." 
The  no-ble-man  saith  un-to  Him,  '^Sir, 
come  down  ere  my  child  die."  Je-sus 
saith  un-to  him,  '''  Go  thy  way,  thy  son 
liv-eth ;"  and  the  man  be-liev-ed  the  word 
that  Je-sus  had  spok-en  un-to  him,  and 
he  went  his  way.  And  as  he  was  now 
go-ing  down,  his  ser-vants  met  him,  and 
told  him,  say-ing,  "  Thy  son  liv-eth." 
Then  in-quir-ed  he  of  them  the  hour 
when  he  be-gan  to  a-mend.     And  they 
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said  un-to  him,  "  Yes-ter-day,  at  the 
sev-enth  hour,  the  fe-ver  left  him."  So 
the  fa-ther  knew  that  it  was  at  the  same 
hour  in  the  which  Je-sus  said  un-to  him, 
Thy  son  liv-eth ;  and  him-self  be-liev-ed, 
and  his  whole  house.  This  is  a-gain  the 
se-cond  mir-a-cle  that  Je-sus  did,  when 
He  was  come  out  of  Ju-de-a  in-to  Gal-i- 
lee. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  miracle  have  you  cow  been  reading? 

Of  our  Saviour  curing  a  nobleman's  son  who  was 
sick  at  Capernaum. 

Was  he  very  ill? 

Yes,  he  was  at  the  point  of  death. 

W^hat  did  the  nobleman  beg  Jesus  to  do  ? 

To  come  down^  and  heal  his  son. 

Did  our  Lord  go  down  with  the  nobleman? 

No. 

What  did  He  say  to  the  nobleman? 

'^  Go  thy  way,  thy  son  liveth.^' 

Did  the  nobleman  believe  our  Saviour? 

Yes,  he  believed  the  word  that  Jesus  had  spoken 
to  him,  and  he  went  his  way. 
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As  he  was  going  down,  who  met  him  ? 

His  servants. 

What  did  they  say  to  him  ? 

^^Thy  sonliveth/^ 

What  did  he  inquire  of  them? 

The  hour  when  he  began  to  amend. 

What  reply  did  they  make  ? 

'^Yesterday,  at  the  seventh  hour,  the  fever  left 
him/^ 

What  hour  did  the  nobleman  know  that  to  be  ? 

The  same  hour  in  which  Jesus  had  said  unto  him, 
''  Thy  son  Hveth/^ 

How  did  the  nobleman  and  his  family  then  act? 

They  believed  on  Jesus  Christ. 


We  have  read  to-day  of  a  rich  man,  a  nobleman, 
who  was  in  great  trouble,  for  his  son  was  very  ill, 
and  at  the  point  of  death.  When  he  heard  of  the 
wonderful  things  which  Jesus  had  done,  he  deter- 
mined to  ask  Him  to  come  and  heal  his  son.  How 
many  people  never  think  of  seeking  Christ  till  they 
are  in  trouble  and  sickness,  and  then  they  call  upon 
Him  to  help  them,  though  they  have  forgotten  and 
neglected  Him  all  their  life;  but  do  not  you  be  so 
foolish  and  wicked. 

^^  Eemember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth. ^'     Serve  Him  faithfully  in  the  day  of  pros- 
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perity;  and  in  sickness  and  affliction,  He  will  sup- 
port, comfort,  and  watch  over  you.  Jesus  did  not 
go  with  the  nobleman,  He  wanted  to  try  his  faith, 
and  to  teach  him  to  believe  more,  so  he  went  down 
alone,  and  on  his  return  home  he  found  that  his 
son  was  cured  at  that  very  hour,  (while  more  than 
thirty  miles  from  him,)  wherein  Jesus  had  told  him, 
^^Thy  sonliveth/^ 


LESSON  TWENTY-FOURTH. 

Luke  v.  17—26. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  a  cer-tain  day, 
as  Je-sus  was  teach-ing,  that  there  were 
Phar-i-sees  and  doc-tors  of  the  law  sit- 
ting by,  which  were  come  out  of  ev-er-y 
town  of  Gal-i-lee^  and  Ju-de-a,  and  Je-ru- 
sa-lem :  and  the  pow-er  of  the  Lord  was 
pres-ent  to  heal  them.  And,  be-hold, 
men  brought  in  a  bed  a  man  which  was 
tak-en  with  the  pal-sy :  and  they  sought 
means  to  bring  him  in,  and  to  lay  him  be- 
fore Him.     And  when   they  could   not 
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find  by  what  way  they  might  bring  him 
in  be-cause  of  the  mul-ti-tude,  they  went 
up-on  the  house-top,  and  let  him  down 
through  the  til-ing,  with  his  couch,  in-to 
the  midst  be-fore  Je-sus.  And  when  He 
saw  their  faith,  He  said  un-to  him,  ^^  Man, 
thy  sins  are  for-giv-en  thee."  And  the 
scribes  and  the  Phar-i-sees  be-gan  to  rea- 
son, say-ing,  ^^Who  is  this  which  speak- 
eth  blas-phe-mies?  Who  can  for-giye 
sins  but  God  a-lone?"  But  when  Je-sus 
per-ceiv-ed  their  thoughts.  He  an-swer-ing 
said  un-to  them,  ^^What  rea-son  ye  in 
your  hearts?  Wheth-er  is  ea-si-er,  to 
say.  Thy  sins  be  for-giv-en  thee;  or  to 
say,  Kise  up  and  walk.  But  that  ye 
may  know  that  the  Son  of  man  hath 
pow-er  up-on  earth  to  for-give  sins,"  (He 
said  un-to  the  sick  of  the  pal-sy,)  ^^I  say 
un-to  thee,  A-rise,  and  take  up  thy  couch, 
and  go  un-to  thine  house."  And  im-me- 
di-ate-ly  he  rose  up  be-fore  them,  and 
took  up  that  where-on  he  lay,  and  de- 
part-ed   to   his   own  house,  glo-ri-fy-ing 
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God:  and  they  were  all  a-maz-ed,  and 
they  glo-ri-fi-ed  God^  and  were  fiU-ed  with 
fear^  say-ing^  ^^We  have  seen  strange 
things  to-day." 


QUESTIONS. 

Of  what  miracle  have  you  read  in  this  lesson  ? 

Of  Christ  curing  a  poor  man  of  the  palsy. 

When  Jesus  was  teaching,  who  were  sitting  by  ? 

Pharisees  and  doctors  of  the  law. 

Was  the  sick  man  able  to  walk  to  Christ  ? 

No. 

How  did  those  who  brought  him  contrive  to 
place  him  before  Christ  ? 

They  let  him  down  through  the  roof. 

What  did  our  Lord  say  when  He  saw  their  faith  ? 

^^  Man,  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee.^' 

What  did  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  say  when 
our  Lord  told  the  man  this  ? 

^^Who  is  this  which  speaketh  blasphemies? 
Who  can  forgive  sins  but  God  alone  ?' 

What  is  blasphemy  ? 

Speaking  against  God. 

Did  our  Lord  know  the  thoughts  of  the  scribes 
and  Pharisees  ? 

Yes. 
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Is  it'not  as  far  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  cure 
the  palsy  by  a  word^  as  to  forgive  sin  ? 

Yes. 

What  reason  did  our  Lord  give  for  saying  to  the 
man,  "  Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee^'  ? 

That  they  might  know  that  He^  the  Son  of  man, 
bad  power  on  earth  to  forgive  sins. 

How  did  our  Lord  convince  them  He  had  power 
to  forgive  sins? 

He  said  unto  the  sick  of  the  palsy,  ^^  I  say  unto 
thee,  Arise,  and  take  up  thy  couch,  and  go  unto 
thine  house.*' 

Did  the  man  obey  the  command  of  Jesus  ? 

Yes,  he  took  up  his  bed,  and  departed  to  his 
house. 

What  did  those  who  beheld  the  miracle  say  ? 

^^  We  have  seen  strange  things  to-day."*' 

What  followed  ? 

They  glorified  God. 


This  miracle  shows  us  our  Saviour's  power  and 
mercy.  The  poor  paralytic  man  was  unable  to 
move;  he  could  only  lie  at  his  Saviour's  feet,  and 
trust  to  His  compassion.  Christ  was  not  angry 
when  he  saw  the  sick  man  let  down  by  bis  friends, 
and  brought  before  Him,  because  He  knew  that  it 
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was  faith  which  made  them  do  so.  He  said  to  the 
sick  man,  ^^Man,  thy  sins  are  forgiven/^ 

"What  joyful  news  was  this,  for  the  poor  man  only 
expected  to  be  cured  of  his  bodily  ailment,  but  Je- 
sus forgave  him  his  sins,  which  was  far  better  than 
the  cure  of  his  sickness.  The  Pharisees,  instead  of 
believing  in  our  Saviour,  and  being  converted  by 
this  miracle,  accused  Him  of  blasphemy;  and  if 
our  Saviour  had  been  a  mere  man,  it  would  have 
been  blasphemy  in  Him  to  pretend  to  forgive  sins ; 
but,  as  the  Son  of  God,  he  had  power  to  do  it;  and 
if  He  had  not  been  the  Son  of  God,  He  could  not 
have  cured  a  man  sick  of  the  palsy  by  only  speak- 
ing to  Him. 

Eemember  that  our  souls  are  as  weak  and  help- 
less as  this  poor  man  was.  They  are  sick.  The 
sickness  of  the  soul  is  sin,  which  if  not  cured  will 
at  length  destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  hell ;  we 
cannot  cure  ourselves,  but  Jesus  can  do  so,  and  He 
is  willing  to  save  all  who  come  to  Him,  for  He  tells 
us,  '^  Him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out/^ 
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LESSON  TWENTY-FIFTH. 

Matthew  ix.  9—13.     Mark  hi.  13—21. 

And  as  Je-sus  pass-ed  forth  from 
thence^  he  saw  a  man  nam-ed  Mat-thew^ 
sit-ting  at  the  re-ceipt  of  cus-tom :  and 
He  saith  un-to  hhn^  ''  Fol-low  me."  And 
he  a-rose  and  fol-low-ed  Him.  And  it 
came  to  pass^  as  Je-sus  sat  at  meat  in 
the  house^  be-hold  ma-ny  pub-lic-ans  and 
sin-ners  came  and  sat  down  with  Him 
and  His  dis-ci-ples.  And  when  the 
Phar-i-sees  saw  it^  they  said  un-to  His 
dis-ci-pleS;  ^^Why  eat-eth  your  Mas-ter 
with  pub-lic-ans  and  sin-ners?"  But 
when  Je-sus  heard  that^  He  said  un-to 
them,  "  They  that  be  whole  need  not  a 
phy-si-cian^  but  they  that  are  sick.  But 
go  ye  and  learn  what  that  mean-eth,  I 
will  have  mer-cy,  and  not  sac-ri-fice :  for 
I  am  not  come^  to  call  the  right-e-ous,  but 
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sin-ners  to  re-pent-ance."  And  He 
went  up  in-to  a  moun-tain^  and  call-ed 
un-to  Him  whom  He  would :  and  they 
came  un-to  Him.  And  He  or-dain-ed 
twelve^,  that  they  should  be  with  Him, 
and  that  He  might  send  them  forth  to 
preach,  and  to  have  pow-er  to  heal  sick- 
ness-es  and  to  cast  out  dev-ils.  And  Si- 
mon He  sur-nam-ed  Pe-ter;  and  James 
the  son  of  Zeb-e-dee,  and  John  the 
broth-er  of  James;  and  He  sur-nam-ed 
them  Bo-an-er-ges,  which  is,  the  sons  of 
thun-der  :  and  An-drew,  and  Phil-ip,  and 
Bar-thol-o-mew,  and  Mat-thew,  and 
Thom-as,  and  James  the  son  of  Al-phe- 
us,  and  Thad-de-us,  and  Si-mon  the  Ca- 
naan-ite,  and  Ju-das  Is-car-i-ot,  which  al- 
so be-tray-ed  Him :  and  they  went  in-to 
a  house.  And  the  mul-ti-tude  com-eth 
to-geth-er  a-gain,  so  that  they  could  not 
so  much  as  eat  bread.  And  when  His 
friends  heard  of  it,  they  went  out  to  lay 
hold  on  Him  :  for  they  said,  "He  is  be- 
side him-self  " 
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QUESTIONS. 

Whom  did  our  Lord  call  from  the  receipt  of 
custom  ? 

Matthew. 

By  what  other  name  was  Matthew  known  ? 

Levi. 

What  was  Matthew? 

A  publican. 

What  were  the  publicans  ? 

Tax-gatherers  for  the  Romans. 

Did  Matthew  follow  our  Lord^  when  Jesus  said, 
"Follow  me  r^ 

Yes. 

Who  sat  down  at  Matthew^s  feast  with  our  Lord? 

Many  publicans  and  sinners. 

Who  were  angry  at  our  Lord's  sitting  down  with 
publicans  and  sinners  ? 

The  Pharisees. 

Why  did  our  Lord  say  that  He  allowed  publi- 
cans and  sinners  to  sit  down  with  Him  ? 

Because  He  preferred  mercy  to  sacrifice;  and  He 
said  that  He  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but 
sinners  to  repentance. 

Whom  did  our  Lord  here  mean  by  the  righteous  ? 

Those  who,  like  the  Pharisee,  thought  them- 
selves righteous,  and  despised  others. 
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Whom  did  He  mean  by  sinners  ? 

Those  who  felt  the  burden  of  their  sins^  and 
came  to  Christ  for  pardon. 

How  many  disciples  did  our  Lord  choose  from 
the  rest  ? 

Twelve. 

What  were  they  to  do  ? 

To  be  with  Him^  and  learn  of  Him^  and  then  go 
forth  and  preach. 

What  were  they  to  have  power  to  do  ? 

To  heal  sicknesses,  and  to  cast  out  devils. 

Repeat  their  names. 

Simon  Peter,  James  and  John,  Andrew,  Philip, 
Bartholomew,  Matthew,  Thomas,  James,  Thaddeus, 
(Simon  the  Canaanite,  and  Judas  Iscariot. 

What  are  these  called  ? 

The  twelve  apostles. 

What  did  Christ^s  friends  mean,  when  they  said 
that  He  was  beside  himself? 

That  they  thought  He  was  out  of  his  senses. 

Would  they  have  said  this,  had  they  believed  Him 
to  be  the  Christ  ? 

No. 


You  have  in  this  lesson  read  an  account  of  our 
Saviour  calling  Matthew  to  be  an  apostle.  The 
of&ce  of  publican  was  considered  so  very  disgraceful 
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among  the  Jews,  that  few  people,  unless  they  were 
very  covetous,  would  undertake  it.  Our  Lord,  (to 
whom  all  hearts  are  open,)  knew  that  many  of  the 
persons  whom  the  Jews  despised,  and  called  publi- 
cans and  sinners,  would  sincerely  repent,  and  gladly 
receive  the  gospel;  this  should  teach  us,  never  to 
think  ill  of  others,  for  you  cannot  see  their  hearts, 
and  our  Saviour  has  told  us,  '^  Judge  not,  that  ye  be 
not  judged.^'  We  must  be  charitable,  and  Paul 
says  that  ^^  charity  thinketh  no  evil/' 

Matthew,  who  was  despised  by  the  proud  Phari- 
sees, was  called  by  our  Saviour  to  be  one  of  His 
chosen  followers.  He  was  willing  to  leave  his 
worldly  gain,  to  give  up  all,  and  follow  Christ.  He 
knew  that  it  was  his  first  duty  and  his  greatest  hap- 
piness to  obey  his  Saviour^s  commands ;  and  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  always  with  Christ,  of  preach- 
ing His  gospel,  and  working  miracles  in  His  name. 
Christ  still  has  faithful  ministers  on  earth,  who  now 
preach  His  gospel.  They  have  not  the  power  of 
working  miracles,  but  God  has  promised  to  bless 
the  word  they  preach.  We  should  esteem  them 
as  the  ministers  and  messengers  of  God,  humbly 
and  thankfully  hearing  the  gospel  they  preach,  with 
prayer  that  we  may  receive  it  into  our  hearts,  and 
profit  by  it. 


118  EARLY   DEW 


LESSON  TWENTY-SIXTH. 

Matthew  y.  1 — 12. 

And  see-ing  the  mul-ti-tudes^  He  went 
up  in-to  a  moun-tain  :  and  when  He  was 
set^  His  dis-ci-ples  came  un-to  Him :  and 
He  o-pen-ed  His  mouthy  and  taught  them^ 
say-ing,  ^^Bless-ed  are  the  poor  inspi-rit: 
for  theirs  is  the  king-dom  of  heav-en. 
Bless-ed  are  they  that  mourn :  for  they 
shall  be  com-fort-ed.  Bless-ed  are  the 
meek ;  for  they  shall  in-her-it  the  earth. 
Bless-ed  are  they  w^hich  do  hun-ger  and 
thirst  af-ter  right-e-ous-ness :  for  they 
shall  be  fiU-ed.  Bless-ed  are  the  mer-ci- 
ful :  for  they  shall  ob-tain  mer-cy. 
Bless-ed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they 
shall  see  God.  Bless-ed  are  the  peace- 
makers :  for  they  shall  be  call-ed  the  chil- 
dren of  God.  Bless-ed  are  they  which 
are  per-se-cut-ed  for  right-e-ous-ness'  sake : 


Christ's  Sermon  on  the  Mount,     p.  119. 
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for  tlieirs  is  the  king-dom  of  Hea-ven. 
Bless-ed  are  ye^  when  men  shall  re-vile 
you^  and  per-se-cute  you^  and  shall  say  all 
man-ner  of  e-vil  a-gainst  you  false-ly,  for 
my  sake.  Ee-joice,  and  be  ex-ceed-ing 
glad,  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heav-en : 
for  so  per-se-cut-ed  they  the  proph-ets 
which  were  be-fore  you." 


QUESTIONS. 

What  have  you  now  been  reading  ? 

Part  of  our  blessed  Saviour^s  sermon  on  the 
mount. 

Whom  did  He  mean  by  the  poor  in  spirit  ? 

The  humble  and  lowly-minded. 

How  are  they  blessed  ? 

Their' s  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ? 

That  state  of  perfect  happiness  which  the  re- 
deemed enjoy  in  the  presence  of  God. 

How  are  they  blessed  who  mourn  ? 

They  shall  be  comforted. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  verse  ? 

That  they  will  be  happy  who  are  truly  sorry  for 
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tlieir  sins,  and  seek,  through  Jesus,  pardon  and  ac- 
ceptance with  God. 

How  are  the  meek  blessed  ? 

They  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

What  is  meant  by  this  ? 

That  they  shall  enjoy  the  greatest  blessings  upon 
earth,  comfort  and  peace  of  mind. 

What  do  you  mean  by  those  who  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness  ? 

Those  who  are  as  desirous  for  all  spiritual  bless- 
sings  as  a  hungry  person  is  to  obtain  food. 

What  is  promised  to  them  ? 

They  shall  be  filled. 

What  is  that  ? 

They  shall  have  their  wish.  God  will  give  them 
His  grace  to  become  righteous,  and  His  blessing 
also. 

How  are  the  merciful  blessed  ? 

They  shall  obtain  mercy. 

What  do  you  understand  by  this  ? 

That  they  may  expect  that  favour  and  mercy 
from  God  and  man,  which  they  show  to  their  fel- 
low-creatures. 

Who  are  the  pure  in  heart  ? 

Those  who  renounce  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  that  is, 
who  endeavour  by  God^s  grace  to  overcome  their 
siuful  tempers  and  inclinations. 
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What  is  their  reward  ? 

They  shall  see  Grod. 

How  are  they  said  to  see  God  ? 

By  possessing  his  favour  and  protection  here,  and 
having  the  "  fulness  of  joy''  in  His  glorious  pre- 
sence hereafter. 

How  are  the  peace-makers  blessed  ? 

They  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God. 

What  sort  of  happiness  attends  those  So  called  ? 

They  shall  be  happy  in  being  the  children  of 
God,  who  is  ^Hhe  God  of  peace;''  and  they  shall 
have  that  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing. 

What  is  promised  to  those  who  are  persecuted 
for  righteousness'  sake  ? 

Their's  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

What  do  you  mean  by  righteousness'  sake? 

For  the  sake  of  Christ,  or  His  religion. 

Can  this  apply  to  any  persons  besides  those  who 
are  cruelly  beaten  for  the  sake  of  their  religion  ? 

Yes;  to  those  who  bear  the  sufferings  and  afflic- 
tions that  God  brings  upon  them,  with  patience  and 
submission  to  His  will. 

What  is  meant  by  reviling  ? 

To  reproach,  and  speak  ill  of  any  one  unjustly. 

When  people  thus  suffer  for  Christ's  sake,  how 
should  they  behave  ? 

11 


122  EARLY   DEW 

Eejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad. 
Why? 

Because  great  is  their  reward  in  heaven. 
Who  were  thus  persecuted  ? 
The  prophets  and   martyrs,  who  suffered   great 
persecution  and  torment  for  the  sake  of  religion. 


We  learn  from  this  part  of  our  Lord's  beautiful 
sermon  on  the  mount,  what  sort  of  persons  Chris- 
tians ought  to  be.  We  see,  also,  who  are  truly 
happy  and  blessed  here  and  hereafter;  even  the 
meek,  the  humble,  the  gentle,  those  who  are  sorry 
for  their  sins,  are  merciful,  and  bear  all  the  trials 
God  brings  upon  them,  with  patience  and  cheerful- 
ness. Riches,  greatness,  and  the  good  things  of 
this  world  cannot  make  you  happy,  cannot  bring 
you  peace  of  mind,  or  that  joyful  hope  which  will 
make  you  rejoice  in  the  midst  of  tribulation,  even 
when  riches,  and  pleasures,  and  health,  and  youth, 
and  all  worldly  pleasures  are  gone.  No ;  be  sure 
that  the  children  of  Grod  alone  are  blessed ;  they 
are  happy,  because  they  are  holy,  because  they  are 
at  peace  with  God,  and  have  a  good  hope,  that,  when 
they  die,  they  will  be  taken  to  be  with  Him  for- 
ever. 
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LESSON  TWENTY-SEYENTH. 

Matthew  v.  13 — 26. 

Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth:  but  if 
the  salt  have  lost  its  sa-vour^  where-with 
shall  it  be  salted  ?  It  is  thence-forth  good 
for  no-thing  but  to  be  cast  out^  and  to  be 
trod-den  un-der  foot  of  men.  Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world.  A  ci-ty  that  is  set 
on  a  hill  can-not  be  hid.  Nei-ther  do 
men  light  a  can-die^  and  put  it  un-der  a 
bush-elj  but  on  a  can-die-stick,  and  it 
giv-eth  light  un-to  all  that  are  in  the 
house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  be-fore 
men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works, 
and  glo-ri-fy  your  Fa-ther  which  is  in 
hea-ven.  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to 
de-stroy  the  law,  or  the  proph-ets :  I  am 
not  come  to  de-stroy,  but  to  ful-fil.  For 
ver-i-ly  I  say  un-to  you,  Till  hea^-ven  and 
earth  pass,  one  jot  or  one  tit-tie  shall  in 
no  wise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be  ful- 
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fill-ed.  Wlio-so-ev-er^  there-fore^  shall 
break  one  of  these  least  com-mand-ments^ 
and  shall  teach  men  so^  he  shall  be  call- 
ed the  least  m  the  king-dom  of  hea-ven : 
but  who-so-ev-er  shall  do  and  teach  them^ 
the  same  shall  be  call-ed  great  m  the 
khig-dom  of  hea-ven.  For  I  say  un-to 
you^  That  ex-cept  your  right-e-ous-ness 
shall  ex-ceed  the  right-e-ous-ness  of  the 
scribes  and  Phar-i-sees^  ye  shall  in  no 
wise  en-ter  in-to  the  king-dom  of  hea-ven. 
Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  by  them 
of  old  time^  Thou  shalt  not  kill;  and 
wdio-so-ev-er  shall  kill^  shall  be  in  dan-ger 
of  the  judg-ment:  but  I  say  un-to  you. 
That  who-so-ev-er  is  an-gry  with  his 
broth-er  with-out  a  cause,  shall  be  in  dan- 
ger of  the  judg-ment;  and  who-so-ev-er 
shall  say  to  his  broth-er,  Ra-ca,  shall  be 
in  dan-ger  of  the  coun-cil:  but  who-so- 
ev-er  shall  say,  Thou  fool,  shall  be  in 
dan-ger  of  hell  fire.  There-fore,  if  thou 
bring  thy  gift  to  the  al-tar,  mid  there  re- 
mem-ber-est  that  thy  broth-er  hath  ought 
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a-gainst  tliee ;  leave  there  thy  gift  be-fore 
the  al-tar,  and  go  thy  way;  firsts  be  re- 
eon-cil-ed  to  thy  broth-er^  and  then  come 
and  of-fer  thy  gift.  A-gree  with  thine 
ad-ver-sa-ry  quick-ly^  while  thou  art  in 
the  way  with  him^  lest  at  a-ny  time  the 
ad-ver-sa-ry  de-liv-er  thee  to  the  jndge^ 
and  the  judge  de-liv-er  thee  to  the  of-fi- 
cer^  and  thou  be  cast  in-to  pri-son.  Ver- 
i-ly  I  say  un-to  thee.  Thou  shalt  by  no 
means  come  out  thence,  till  thou  hast 
paid  the  ut-ter-most  far-thing. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  did  our  Saviour  mean  by  calling  His  disci- 
ples the  salt  of  the  earth  ? 

That  as  salt  is  used  to  purify  and  preserve  things^ 
so  they  were  to  purify  the  world,  to  persuade  men  to 
be  good,  and  preserve  them  from  wickedness. 

How  were  our  Lord^s  disciples  to  let  their  light 
shine  before  men  ? 

By  preaching  the  gospel,  and  setting  a  good  ex- 
ample. 

Must  not  all  Christians  set  a  good  example  by 

their  godly  lives  ? 
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Yes. 

Why  should  Christians  let  their  light  shine  before 
men? 

That  they  may  glorify  their  Father  which  is  in 
heaven. 

What  did  our  Lord  say  that  He  was  not  come  to 
destroy,  but  to  fulfil  ? 

The  law  and  the  prophets;  that  is,  the  command- 
ments and  precepts  in  the  Old  Testament. 

Why  did  our  Saviour  say  that  our  righteous- 
ness must  exceed  that  of  the  scribes  and  Phari- 
sees ? 

Because  God  requires  our  religion  to  be  from  the 
heart,  and  the  religion  of  the  Pharisees  was  only 
outward,  to  be  seen  of  men. 

Whom  did  our  Saviour  say  He  should  regard  as 
murderers  ? 

Those  who  bear  malice  and  hatred  in  their  hearts, 
and  hurt  any  one  by  word  or  deed. 

What  is  meant  by  raca  ? 

A  worthless  fellow. 

What  is  meant  by  fool  in  Scripture  language  ? 

An  exceedingly  wicked  person. 

What  is  meant  by  going  to  the  altar? 

Worshipping  God  in  His  house. 

Is  that  person  fit  to  worship  God  who  has  malice 
and  hatred  in  his  breast  ? 

No. 
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What  does  our  Saviour  say  a  Christian  must  do 
before  he  offers  his  gifts  or  prayers  to  God? 

First  be  reconciled  to  his  brother. 

Can  we  expect  God  to  hear  our  prayers^  if  we  are 
at  enmity  with  any  one  ? 

No. 

What  prison  is  that  into  which  those  will  be  cast 
who  die  at  enmity  with  God? 

Hell. 

What  debt  is  that  which  we  can  never  pay  of  our- 
selves? 

The  debt  of  sin. 


What  our  Lord  said  about  '^  salt  that  had  lost  its 
savour/^  and  letting  their  ^^ light  shine  before  men/' 
means  that  professed  Christians  are  of  no  value  in  the 
sight  of  God  if  they  do  not  lead  holy  lives,  and  set  a 
good  example  to  others :  and  that^  as  salt  is  used  for 
seasoning,  and  to  prevent  putrefaction,  so  the  disci- 
ples and  all  Christians,  should  be  a  blessing  in  the 
world;  and  by  their  lives  and  doctrines,  season  it 
with  knowledge  and  holiness.  Our  conduct  is  seen 
by  all  those  who  dwell  around  us :  if  we  sin,  we  do 
harm,  by  encouraging  others  to  transgress;  but  we 
must  do  all  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  not  for  the 
praise  of  men  and  for  the  sake  of  gaining  their  good 
opinion.     Otherwise  we  shall  be  like  the  Pharisees, 
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who  did  all  their  good  works  to  be  seen  of  men;  and 
unless  our  righteousness  exceed  the  righieousness 
of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  we  shall  in  no  wise 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Grod  sees  the 
inmost  secrets  of  our  minds,  and  He  knows  if  we 
are  sincere,  and  really  wish  to  please  Him.  Our 
religion  must  be  from  the  heart.  Our  Saviour  tells 
us,  that  if  we  bear  malice  and  are  unforgiving,  we 
break  the  sixth  commandment:  "Whosoever  hateth 
his  brother  is  a  murderer.^^  Every  look,  every 
thought  of  evil  is  sinful,  as  well  as  the  very  act. 
All  the  commandments  teach  the  love  of  God  and 
our  neighbour;  without  these,  vain  is  all  show  of 
religion. 


LESSON  TWENTY-EIGHTH. 

Matt.  v.  27—30;  and  33—48. 

Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  by 
them  of  old  time.  Thou  shalt  not  com-mit 
a-dul-ter-y:  but  I  say  un-to  you,  That 
who-so-ev-er  look-eth  on  a  wo-man  to  lust 
af-ter  her,  hath  com-mit-ted  a-dul-ter-y 
with  her  al-read-y  in  his  heart.     And  if 
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thy  right  eye  of-fend  thee^  phick  it  out, 
aiid  cast  it  from  thee;  for  it  is  pro-fit-a- 
ble for  thee  that  one  of  thy  mem-bers 
should  per-ishj  and  not  that  thy  whole 
bod-y  should  be  cast  in-to  hell.  And  if 
thy  right  hand  of-fend  thee^  cut  it  off^ 
and  cast  it  from  thee :  for  it  is  pro-fit-a- 
ble for  thee  that  one  of  thy  mem-bers 
should  per-ish^  and  not  that  thy  whole 
bod-y  should  be  cast  in-to  hell.  Ye  have 
heard  that  it  hath  been  said  by  them  of 
old  time.  Thou  shalt  not  for-swear  thy- 
self^ but  shalt  per-form  un-to  the  Lord 
thine  oaths.  But  I  say  un-to  you^  swear 
not  at  all;  nei-ther  by  hea-ven^  for  it  is 
God's  throne ;  nor  by  the  earthy  for  it  is 
His  foot-stool;  nei-ther  by  Je-ru-sa-lem, 
for  it  is  the  ci-ty  of  the  great  King.  Nei- 
ther shalt  thou  swear  by  thy  head^  be- 
cause thou  canst  not  make  one  hair  white 
or  black :  but  let  your  com-mu-ni-ca-tion 
be^  Yea^  yea^,  Nay^  nay;  for  what-so-ev-er 
is  more  than  these  com-eth  of  e-vil.  Ye 
have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  ^^An 
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eye  for  an  eye^  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth; 
but  I  say  un-to  you^  that  ye  re-sist  not 
e-vil;  but  who-so-ev-er  shall  smite  thee 
on  thy  right  cheeky  turn  to  him  the  oth-er 
al-sOc  And  if  a-ny  man  will  sue  thee  at 
the  law"^  and  take  a-way  thy  coat^  let 
him  have  thy  cloak  al-so.  And  who-so- 
ev-er  shall  com-pel  thee  to  go  a  mile^  go 
with  him  twain.  Give  to  him  that  ask- 
eth  thee^  and  from  him  that  would  bor- 
row of  thee^  turn  not  thou  a-way.  Ye 
have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said^  ^<^Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neigh-bour^  and  hate  thine 
en-e-my."  But  I  say  un-to  you,  love  your 
en-e-mies,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  do 
good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for 
them  which  de-spite-ful-ly  use  you,  and 
per-se-cute  you,  that  ye  may  be  the  chil- 
dren of  your  Fa-ther  which  is  in  hea-ven; 
for  He  mak-eth  His  sun  to  rise  on  the 
e-vil  and  on  the  good,  and  send-eth  rain 
on  the  just  and  on  the  un-just.  For  if 
ye  love  them  which  love  you,  what  re- 
ward have  ye?  do  not  e-ven  the  pub-lie- 
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ans  the  same?  and  if  ye  sa-lute  your 
breth-ren  on-ly,  what  do  ye  more  than 
oth-ers?  do  not  e-ven  the  pub4ic-ans  so? 
Be  ye  there-fore  per-fect^  e-ven  as  your 
Fa-ther  which  is  in  hea-ven  is  per-fect. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  is  the  seventh  commandment  ? 

Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery. 

What  is  meant  by  cutting  off  the  hand  or  foot^ 
and  plucking  out  the  right  eye? 

Parting  with  what  is  most  dear  to  us^  if  it  is  con- 
trary to  God's  will. 

Which  commandment  forbids  us  to  swear? 

The  third  commandment. 

What  is  to  be  understood  by  saying  Yea,  yea^ 
Nay,  nay? 

Not  to  make  use  of  oaths  but  on  solemn  occasions. 

What  did  our  Saviour  mean,  by  saying  that  ^^it 
hath  been  said,  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a 
tooth  ?^' 

That  if  any  one  wilfully  destroyed  any  thing 
belonging  to  his  neighbour,  he  himself  should  lose 
the  same. 

What  else  did  our  Saviour  say? 
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^^If  any  man  will  sue  thee  at  the  law,  and  take 
away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  also/' 

What  else  did  our  Saviour  say  ? 

^^  Whosoever  shall  compel  thee  to  go  a  mile,  go 
with  him  twain/' 

What  does  this  teach  us? 

That  we  must  always  be  patient,  gentle,  good- 
tempered,  and  obliging. 

What  more  did  our  Saviour  say  about  this? 

^^  Give  to  him  that  asketh  of  thee,  and  from  him 
that  would  borrow  of  thee,  turn  not  thou  away/' 

What  does  this  mean  ? 

That  we  should  be  ready  to  give,  or  to  lend  to  our 
distressed  neighbours. 

What  did  our  Saviour  say  about  our  enemies? 

^^Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse  you, 
do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them 
who  despitefully  use  you  and  persecute  you/' 

Why  are  Christians  to  do  this  ? 

That  they  may  be  the  children  of  their  Father 
who  is  in  heaven. 

In  what  way  is  Grod's  goodness  to  mankind  shown  ? 

He  makes  the  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil,  as  well  as  the 
good ;  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just,  and  on  the  unjust. 

What  must  we  learn  from  this  ? 

To  be  kind  and  charitable  to  all,  even  to  those 
who  behave  ill  to  us. 

What  did  our  Saviour  tell  us  that  we  must  be  ? 
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Perfect^  even  as  our  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect. 
What  must  we  understand  by  this  ? 
That  we  must  try  to  imitate  the  mercy  and  good- 
ness of  God;  as  far  as  we  are  able. 


The  first  part  of  to-day's  lesson  relates  to  the 
seventh  commandment,  which  concerns  the  duties 
of  husbands  and  wives,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  learned  by  the  youngest  child  in  the  rest  of  this 
beautiful  portion  of  our  Saviour's  sermon  on  the 
mount.  We  see  how  the  commandments  of  God 
reach  to  the  very  thoughts  of  the  heart,  and  that  if 
we  would  keep  them,  we  must  subdue  evil  and 
wicked  tempers,  and  every  disposition  which  would 
lead  us  to  sin,  however  hard  it  may  be  to  do  so,  and 
we  must  be  kind,  gentle,  meek,  and  loving  to  all. 
We  must  return  good  for  evil,  and  be  ever  ready  to 
help  all  who  are  in  want  and  distress,  remembering 
that  we  provoke  God  every  day  by  our  sins,  and 
yet  He  is  always  ready  to  forgive  us,  and  is  continu- 
ally offering  us  pardon  and  peace.  We  deserve 
nothiug,  yet  he  is  always  sending  us  blessings;  He 
maketh  His  sun  to  shine  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  un- 
just. This  should  teach  us  to  be  kind  to  all,  and 
endeavour  to  be  as  our  Saviour  tells  us,  perfect  even 

as  our  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect. 
12 
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LESSON  TWENTY-NINTH. 
Matthew  yi.  1 — 8. 

Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your  ahns 
be-fore  men^  to  be  seen  of  them :  other- 
wise ye  have  no  re-ward  of  your  Fa-ther 
which  is  in  hea-ven.  There-fore  when 
thou  do-est  thine  alms^  do  not  sound  a 
trump-et  be-fore  thee  as  the  hyp-o-crites 
do  in  the  syn-a-gogues^  and  in  the  streets^ 
that  they  may  have  gio-ry  of  men.  Ver- 
i-ly  I  say  un-to  you^  They  have  their  re- 
ward. But  when  thou  do-est  alms^  let 
not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right 
hand  do-eth :  that  thine  alms  may  be  in 
se-cret :  and  thy  Fa-ther  which  se-eth  in 
se-cret  Him-self  shall  re-ward  thee  o-pen- 
ly :  and  when  thou  pray-est,  thou  shalt 
not  be  as  the  hyp-o-crites  are :  for  they 
love  to  pray  stand-ing  in  the  syn-a-gogues 
and  in  the  cor-ners  of  the  streets^  that 
they  may  be  seen  of  men.     Ver-i-ly^  I 


UPON  THE  TENDER  PLANT.     135 

say  un-to  you^  they  have  their  re-ward. 
But  thou^  when  thou  pray-est^  en-ter  in- 
to thy  clos-et^  and  when  thou  hast  shut 
thy  door^  pray  to  thy  Fa-ther  which  is  in 
se-cret^  and  thy  Fa-ther  which  se-eth  in 
se-cret  shall  re- ward  thee  o-pen-ly.  But 
when  ye  pray^  use  not  vain  re-pe-ti-tions^ 
as  the  hea-then  do :  for  they  think  that 
they  shall  be  heard  for  their  much  speak- 
ing. Be  not  ye  there-fore  like  un-to 
them:  for  your  Fa-ther  know-eth  what 
things  ye  have  need  of  be-fore  ye  ask 
Him. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  does  our  Lord  say  we  should  do  in  order  to 
gain  the  praise  of  men  ? 

We  should  not  give  alms  to  be  seen  of  them. 

What  do  you  mean  by  alms  ? 

Giving  to  the  poor^  or  showing  kindness  to  the 
distressed. 

What  is  the  only  reward  those  will  gain  who  do 
good  deeds  to  be  seen  by  their  fellow-creatures  ? 

The  praise  of  men. 
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Who  will  reward  ns  if  we  do  good  in  secret  for 
the  sake  of  Christ  ? 

Our  Father  who  is  in  heaven ;  not  because  we 
merit  it,  but  for  His  infinite  goodness  to  us  through 
Christ  Jesus. 

What  is  meant  by  sounding  a  trumpet  before  us 
as  the  hypocrites  do  ? 

Boasting  of  our  good  acts,  and  doing  them  on 
purpose  to  be  seen  by  others. 

What  does  our  Saviour  teach  us  by  saying,  ^^Let 
not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth  ?^' 

That  we  are  to  do  our  good  deeds  as  secretly  as 
possible,  and  not  to  think  well  of  ourselves  because 
of  them. 

What  other  duty  are  we  commanded  to  perform 
in  secret? 

To  pray. 

How  will  Grod  reward  those  who  pray  to  Him  in 
secret  ? 

He  will  answer  them  openly,  and  thus  show  He 
approves  of  them. 

Are  we  never  to  pray  in  public  then  ? 

Yes,  in  G-od^s  house  with  our  fellow-Christians, 
and  in  our  families,  and  on  all  other  proper  occasions. 

What  are  hypocrites  ? 

Persons  who  pretend  to  be  much  better  than 
they  really  are. 

What  is  meant  by  vain  repetitions  ? 
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Saying  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again. 

Who  used  to  do  this  ? 

The  heathen,  who  thought  they  should  be  heard 
for  their  much  speaking. 

Why  are  we  not  to  do  this  ? 

Because  God  knoweth  what  things  we  have  need 
of  before  we  ask  Him. 

What  sort  of  prayers  will  God  not  receive  ? 

Prayers  which  come  from  the  lips  only. 

What  sort  of  prayers  are  acceptable  to  God  ? 

Prayers  that  proceed  from  the  heart. 


In  this  portion  of  Scripture,  we  are  again 
warned  against  boasting,  and  against  the  love 
of  praise,  and  against  that  hypocrisy  which  will 
lead  us  to  try  and  make  ourselves  appear  better 
than  we  really  are.  Remember,  all  these  things 
are  hateful  to  God,  and  though  prayer  and  alms- 
giving are  highly  pleasing  to  your  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther, and  the  bounden  duty  of  every  Christian, 
yet  they  become,  I  may  almost  say,  sinful,  if  done 
for  the  sake  of  being  seen  by  others,  and  gaining 
their  good  opinion.  When  you  do  an  act  of  kind- 
ness to  your  neighbour,  do  it  for  the  sake  of  pleas- 
ing yoT:ir  blessed  Saviour.  When  you  pray  to  God, 
pray  from  your  heart,  with  the  wish  of  obtaining 

that  which  you  ask,  and  grace  to  enable  you  to  be- 
12* 
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come  a  better  Christian,  and  then  you  have  the 
blessed  promise,  that  ^^  your  Father  which  seeth  in 
secret,  Himself  shall  reward  you  openly/'  For  be 
assured  that  He  will  never  reject  your  sincere  pray- 
ers, when  you  lift  up  your  hearts  to  Him  in  secret, 
but  will  hear  and  receive  you  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ,  through  whom  alone  all  you  do  or  say  is 
rendered  acceptable  to  Grod  the  Father. 


LESSON  THIRTIETH. 
Matthew  vi.  9 — 15. 

Af-ter  this  man-ner^  tliere-fore,  pray 
ye:  Our  Fa-ther  which  art  in  heav-en, 
hal-low-ed  be  thy  name.  Thy  king-dom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it 
is  in  heav-en.  Give  us  this  day  our 
dai-ly  bread^  and  for-give  us  our  debts^ 
as  we  forgive  our  debt-ors.  And  lead  us 
not  in-to  temp-ta-tion,  but  de-liv-er  us 
from  evil :  for  thine  is  the  king-dom^  and 
the  pow-er^  and  the  glo-ry^  for  ev-er,  A- 
men.     For^  if  ye  for-give  men  their  tres- 
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pass-es^  your  heav-en-ly  Fa-ther  will  al-so 
for-give  you;  but  if  ye  for-give  not  men 
their  tres-pass-es^,  nei-tlier  will  your  Fa- 
ther for-give  your  tres-pass-es. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  have  you  been  reading  ? 

The  prayer  our  Saviour  has  taught  us,  called  the 
Lord^s  prayer. 

What  is  the  first  thing  Christ  taught  us  to  say  in 
this  prayer? 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven. 

Is  not  God  then  present  everywhere  ? 

Yes.  God  is  present  everywhere,  and  near  to 
every  one  of  us. 

Why  then  are  we  to  say  ^^  in  heaven  T^ 

Because  the  Scriptures  represent  Him  as  being 
in  a  more  especial  manner  present  in  heaven.  In 
the  11th  Psalm,  4th  verse,  we  read,  ^'  The  Lord  is 
in  His  holy  temple,  the  Lord^s  throne  is  in  hea- 
ven.^' 

What  is  the  meaning  of  hallowed  ? 

Kept  holy,  treated  with  respect,  and  not  spoken 
of  lightly. 

What  is  the  next  petition  ? 

Thy  kingdom  come. 
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What  do  we  pray  for  here? 

That  the  gospel  may  be  preached  throughout  the 
world;  and  that  the  time  may  soon  come  when  we 
shall  all  be  ^^one  fold;  under  one  shepherd;  Jesus 
Christ/' 

For  what  do  we  next  pray  ? 

^^  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth;  as  it  is  in  hea- 
ven/' 

What  does  this  petition  mean  ? 

That  God's  will  may  be  obeyed  on  earth  by  us 
as  readily  and  cheerfully  as  it  is  obeyed  by  the  an- 
gels in  heaven. 

What  is  the  next  petition  ? 

^^  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread/' 

What  is  meant  by  this? 

That  it  will  please  God  to  give  us  all  things  need- 
ful; for  our  souls  and  bodies. 

What  follows  ? 

'^And  forgive  us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our 
debtors/^ 

What  does  the  word  dehts  here  mean  ? 

Trespasses  or  sins. 

How  do  we  beg  God  to  forgive  us  ? 

In  the  same  manner  as  we  forgive  those  who 
have  behaved  ill  to  us  ? 

If  we  do  not  forgive  theni;  can  we  expect  God 
to  forgive  us  ? 

No. 
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What  is  the  next  petition  ? 

^^And  lead  us  not  into  temptation^  but  deliver 
us  from  evil/^ 

What  do  we  pray  for  in  this  petition  ? 

We  beg  God  to  give  us  grace  to  resist  the  devil 
and  his  temptations. 

How  does  the  Lord^s  prayer  conclude  ? 

''  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and 
the  glory,  for  ever,  Amen/' 

What  are  we  to  understand  by  this  ? 

'^  Thou  art  the  Maker,  Preserver  and  Governor  of 
all  things,  and  to  thee  alone  all  the  glory,  worship 
and  praise  we  can  offer,  belong  for  ever/' 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  ^'  Amen  ?'' 

^^  So  may  it  be/' 

Does  our  blessed  Saviour  add  any  reason  why  we 
should  forgive  others  ? 

Yes.  If  we  forgive  men  their  trespasses,  God 
will  forgive  our  trespasses  against  Him. 

And  what  will  be  the  consequence  if  we  do  not  ? 

That  God  will  not  forgive  us. 


It  is  a  great  happiness  to  have  a  prayer  made  by 
the  Son  of  God  himself,  and  we  should  frequently 
use  it,  and  never  omit  repeating  it  every  morning 
and  evening  of  our  lives ;  but  at  all  times  we  must 
take  care  to  let  our  hearts  accompany  our  lips,  or 
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our  prayers  will  not  be  accepted,  we  shall  only  mock 
God.  Let  us  endeavour  really  to  desire  those 
things  that  we  are  taught  to  ask  for  in  this  prayer, 
when  we  beseech  God  to  "  give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread/^  Let  us  be  more  anxious  for  the  nourish- 
ment of  our  souls^  (that  is,  the  grace  of  God,)  than 
for  bodily  food.  After  we  have  said,  ^^  Thy  will  be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven/^  let  ns  endeavour 
to  please  God  and  do  His  will  as  readily  and  cheer- 
fully as  the  angels  do.  And  as  often  as  we  seek 
what  most  we  need,  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  let 
us  remember,  that  God  will  not  forgive  our  sins 
unless  we  forgive  those  who  have  behaved  ill  or 
unkindly  to  us.  If  thus  we  endeavour  to  live 
'^  more  nearly  as  we  pray,'^  we  shall  improve 
daily,  and  God  will  certainly  hear  and  answer  our 
prayers. 


LESSON  THIKTY-FIEST. 
Matthew  yi.  19 — 34. 

Lay  not  up  for  your-selves  trea-sures 
:ip-on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth 
cor-rupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through 
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and  steal:  but  lay  up  for  your-selves 
treas-ures  in  hea-ven,  where  nei-ther  moth 
nor  rust  doth  cor-rupt^  and  where  thieves 
do  not  break  through  nor  sleal :  for  where 
your  treas-ure  is^  there  will  your  heart 
be  al-so.  The  light  of  the  bod-y  is  the 
eye:  if  there-fore  thine  eye  be  sin-gle, 
thy  whole  bod-y  shall  be  full  of  light: 
but  if  thine  eye  be  e-vil,  thy  whole  bod-y 
shall  be  full  of  dark-ness :  If  there-fore 
the  light  that  is  in  thee  be  dark-ness, 
how  great  is  that  dark-ness!  No  man 
can  serve  two  mas-ters;  for  ei-ther  he 
will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  oth-er :  or 
else  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and  de-spise 
the  oth-er; — ye  can-not  serve  God  and 
mam-mon.  There-fore  I  say  un-to  you, 
Take  no  thought  for  your  life,  what  ye 
shall  eat,  or  what  ye  shall  drink;  nor 
yet  for  your  bod-y,  what  ye  shall  put  on. 
Is  not  the  life  more  than  meat,  and  the 
bod-y  than  rai-ment?  Be-hold  the  fowls 
of  the  air;  for  they  sow  not,  nei-ther  do 
they  reap,  nor  gath-er  in-to  barns;  yet 
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your  Hea-ven-]y  Fa-ther  feed-eth  them. 
Are  ye  not  much  bet-ter  than  they? 
Which  of  you  by  tak-ing  thought  can  add 
one  cu-bit  un-to  his  stat-ure?  And  why 
take  ye  thought  for  rai-ment  ?  Con-sid-er 
the  lil-ies  of  the  field^  how  they  grow: 
they  toil  not^  nei-ther  do  they  spin :  and 
yet  I  say  un-to  you^  that  e-ven  Sol-o-mon 
in  all  his  gio-ry  was  not  ar-ray-ed  like 
one  of  these.  Where-fore,  if  God  so  clothe 
the  grass  of  the  field,  Yv^hich  to-day  is,  and 
to-morrow  is  cast  in-to  the  ov-en,  shall 
He  not  much  more  clothe  you,  0  ye  of 
lit-tle  faith !  There-fore  take  no  thought, 
say-ing,  What  shall  we  eat,  or  what  shall 
w^e  drink,  or  w^here-with-al  shall  we  be 
cloth-ed :  (for  af-ter  all  these  things  do  the 
Gen-tiles  seek :)  for  your  Hea-ven-ly  Fa- 
ther know-eth  that  ye  have  need  of  all 
these  things.  But  seek  ye  first  the  king- 
dom of  God,  and  His  right-e-ous-ness : 
and  all  these  things  shall  be  add-ed  un-to 
you.  Take  there-fore  no  thought  for  the 
mor-row:    for   the    mor-row   shall   take 
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thought  for  the  things  of  it-self     Suf-fi- 
ci-ent  un-to  the  day  is  the  e-vil  there-of 


QUESTIONS. 

Where  does  our  Saviour  direct  us  not  to  lay  up 
our  treasures? 

On  earth. 

What  is  meant  by  treasures  ? 

Things  that  are  most  valuable  to  us,  or  that  we 
like  and  love  the  best. 

What  may  happen  to  earthly  treasures  ? 

Moth  or  rust  may  destroy  them,  and  thieves  may 
steal  them. 

Where  then  should  we  lay  up  our  treasures  ? 

In  heaven,  because  there  they  cannot  be  taken 
away  from  us,  nor  destroyed. 

Can  we  lay  up  treasures  in  heaven  if  we  give  our 
hearts  to  this  world  ? 

.No. 

What  does  our  Saviour  say  of  the  eye  ? 

That  if  it  be  single  the  whole  body  shall  be  full 
of  light,  but  that  if  the  eye  be  evil,  the  whole  body 
shall  be  full  of  darkness. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? 

That  if  the  sight  be  perfect,  you  can  guide  the 
13 
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body  as  jou  please,  but  if  you  are  blind,  you  are 
unable  to  direct  your  body  properly  or  safely. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? 

It  is  intended  to  show  us  that  if  our  conscience  is 
enlightened,  it  will  guide  us  in  the  right  way :  but 
it  cannot  do  so  if  hardened  by  sin. 

What  did  our  Saviour  say  we  could  not  do  ? 

Serve  two  masters:  we  cannot  serve  God  and 
mammon. 

What  does  this  teach  us? 

That  if  we  give  up  our  whole  heart  to  the  world 
we  cannot  serve  Grod. 

What  are  we  to  understand  by  taking  no  thought 
for  our  life? 

Taking  no  anxious  thought,— not  bestowing  our 
whole  thoughts  on  the  things  of  this  life. 

Does  our  Saviour  mean  to  encourage  idleness 
when  He  says  we  are  to  take  no  thought  for  food  or 
raiment? 

Certainly  not :  idleness  is  everywhere  condemned 
in  Scripture. 

What  does  our  Saviour  mention  as  examples  of 
God's  providence? 

The  fowls  of  the  air  and  the  lilies  of  the 
field. 

What  does  Christ  teach  us  by  what  he  says  of 
them? 

That  if  God  takes  care   of  those   things  which 
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perish  and  are  forgotten,  He  will  much  more  take 
care  of  us,  whose  souls  will  never  die. 

What  does  our  Saviour  say  we  should  seek  first  ? 

The  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness. 

What  is  meant  by  this  ? 

That  we  should  attend  to  our  religious  duties,  and 
then  God  will  bless  our  honest  labour. 

What  does  Christ  say  of  the  morrow? 

That  we  are  to  take  no  thought  for  it,  because 
sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

.What  does  this  mean? 

That  we  are  to  do  the  duties  of  to-day,  without 
troubling  ourselves  about  what  we  may  be  called 
upon  to  do  to-morrow,  for  which  God  will  give  us 
streno;th. 


By  heavenly  treasures  are  meant  eternal  life,  and 
all  the  joy  and  happiness  of  the  world  above.  We 
cannot  see  these  treasures  with  our  eyes,  but  we 
may  see  them  by  faith ;  that  is,  by  the  help  of  God^s 
Spirit,  we  may  feel  as  sure  that  there  are  such 
treasures  laid  up  for  us  in  heaven  as  if  they  were 
within  our  sight,  and  that  they  far  exceed  the 
greatest  happiness  we  can  enjoy  in  this  world. 
They  last  for  ever,  and  will  never  fade  away;  no 
moth  or  rust  will  corrupt  them,  and  there  no 
thieves  can  break  through  and  steal.     Every  thing 
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in  this  world  is  perishable ;  all  that  we  love  best  we 
must  lose,  but  if  we  are  children  of  God,  there  is 
laid  up  for  us  a  crown  of  glory  which  fadeth  not 
away.  If  you  wish  to  obtain  this  crown,  you  must 
not  let  all  your  thoughts  and  affections  be  taken  up 
with  the  things  of  this  world,  for  your  Saviour  says, 
^^Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon/^  When  the 
love  of  the  world  takes  possession  of  the  heart,  the 
love  of  God  is  lost.  Take  no  thought  for  your  life : 
that  means,  be  not  over  anxious;  serve  God  and 
trust  in  Him,  and  He  has  promised  to  watch  over 
you.  He  who  takes  care  of  the  sparrows,  will  not 
forsake  His  children,  but  will  order  all  things  for 
their  good,  and  will  give  them  strength  to  do  what 
He  requires,  or  to  bear  that  which  He  sees  fit  to 
bring  upon  them. 


LESSON  THIRTY-SECOND. 

Matthew  vii.  1 — 14. 

Judge  not^  that  ye  be  not  judg-ed.  For 
with  what  judg-ment  ye  judge^  ye  shall 
be  judg-ed;  and  with  what  meas-ure  ye 
mete^  it  shall  be  meas-ur-ed  to  you  a-gain. 
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And  why  be-hold-est  thou  the  mote  that 
is  in  thy  broth-er  s  eye^  but  con-si-der-est 
not  the  beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye? 
or  how  wilt  thou  say  to  thy  broth-er^  Let 
me  pull  out  the  mote  out  of  thine  eye; 
and  be-hold^  a  beam  is  in  thine  own  eye? 
Thou  hyp-o-crite^  first  cast  out  the  beam 
out  of  thine  owm  eye;  and  then  shalt 
thou  see  clear-ly  to  cast  out  the  mote  out 
of  thy  broth-er's  eye.  Give  not  that 
which  is  ho-ly  un-to  the  dogs^  nei-ther 
cast  ye  your  pearls  be-fore  swine^  lest 
they  tram-pie  them  un-der  their  feet^,  and 
turn  a-gain  and  rend  you.  Ask;  and  it 
shall  be  giv-en  you:  seek,  and  ye  shall 
find :  knock,  and  it  shall  be  o-pen-ed  un- 
to you :  for  ev-er-y  one  that  ask-eth,  re- 
ceiv-eth :  and  he  that  seek-eth,  find-eth : 
and  to  him  that  knock-eth,  it  shall  be 
o-pen-ed.  Or  what  man  is  there  of  you, 
w^hom  if  his  son  ask  bread,  will  he  give 
him  a  stone?  Or  if  he  ask  a  fish,  will  he 
give  him  a  ser-pent?  If  ye  then,  be-ing 
e-vil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  un-to 

13^ 
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your  chil-dren^  how  much  more  shall 
your  Fa-ther  which  is  in  hea-ven  give 
good  things  to  them  that  ask  Him. 
There-fore  all  things  w^hat-so-ev-er  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you^  do  ye 
ev-en  so  to  them :  for  this  is  the  law  and 
the  proph-ets.  En-ter  ye  in  at  the  strait 
gate:  for  wide  is  the  gate^  and  broad  is 
the  w^ay^  that  lead-eth  to  de-struc-tion^ 
and  ma-ny  there  be  which  go  in  there-at : 
be-cause  strait  is  the  gate^  and  nar-row  is 
the  way^  which  lead-eth  un-to  life,  and 
few  there  be  that  find  it. 


QUESTIONS. 

With  what  command  does  this  chapter  begin? 

"Judge  not^  that  ye  be  not  judged/^ 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  verse  ? 

That  we  are  not  to  be  harsh  and  uncharitable  in 
our  opinion  of  others^  lest  we  provoke  God  to  treat 
us  severely. 

W^hat  is  meant  by  a  mote  in  our  brother's  eye  ? 

Any  small  fault  that  he  may  be  guilty  of. 

What  is  meant  by  the  beam  in  our  own  eye? 
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Any  great  fault  in  ourselves. 

What  does  our  Saviour  say  we  should  do  before  we 
attempt  to  pull  the  mote  out  of  our  brother^s  eye? 

First  cast  the  beam  out  of  our  own  eye,  for  we 
should  seek  out  our  own  faults  and  mend  them  be- 
fore we  reprove  others. 

What  does  Christ  say  we  are  not  to  give  ? 

That  which  is  holy  to  dogs,  nor  cast  our  pearls 
before  swine. 

What  is  meant  here  by  pearls  ? 

Eeligious  advice,  which  is  as  valuable  as  pearls 
or  precious  stones. 

What  is  here  meant  by  dogs  and  swine  ? 

Wicked  and  profane  persons. 

What  does  our  Saviour  say  about  asking? 

He  says,  ^^Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you;  seek, 
and  ye  shall  find ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened.^' 

What  does  He  mean  by  the  words  ashy  seeh,  and 
hnock  ? 

That  we  should  offer  fervent  prayer  to  God. 

Why  would  not  an  earthly  father  give  a  stone, 
instead  of  bread  to  his  child  ? 

Because  it  would  do  him  no  good,  and  he  would 
rather  give  good  things  to  his  child. 

If  a  man  who  is  sinful,  gives  good  gifts  to  his 
children,  what  may  we  expect  God  to  do  ? 

That  much  more  shall  our  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  give  good  things  to  them  that  ask  Him. 
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What  does  our  Saviour  say  we  ought  to  do  to 
others  ? 

That  whatsoever  we  wish  men  to  do  to  us,  we 
should  do  the  same  to  them. 

What  is  meant  by  the  strait  gate  and  narrow  way? 

Christ  is  the  gate,  the  only  entrance  to  heaven.  The 
narrow  way  is  a  life  of  repentance,  faith  and  holiness. 

What  is  meant  by  the  wide  gate  and  broad  way 
that  leadeth  to  destruction  ? 

A  wicked  life. 

Where  does  the  strait  gate  lead  to  ? 

Heaven. 

Where  does  the  wide  gate  lead  to? 

Hell. 


The  first  part  of  this  lesson  teaches  us  that  we 
ought  to  examine  ourselves  and  correct  our  own 
faults,  instead  of  looking  after  our  neighbours' 
infirmities,  and  blaming  them.  Those  who  show  no 
mercy,  must  expect  judgment  without  mercy.  Our 
Saviour  in  this  chapter  exhorts  us  to  pray  to  God, 
promising  that  if  we  do  so  with  sincerity,  we  ^^  shall 
receive. '^  Our  prayers  may  not  be  granted  directly, 
or  just  in  the  way  we  desire,  for  God  will  not  give 
us  that  which  is  hurtful,  any  more  than  an  earthly 
father  would  give  his  child  a  stone  instead  of  bread, 
but  He  will  give  us  that  which  He  sees  best  for  us : 
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what  an  encouragement  it  is  to  pray,  when  we  think 
that  God  will  accept  and  bless  our  sincere  prayers ! 

Let  us  not  fail  to  observe  our  Saviour's  rule,  "All 
things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to 
you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them/^  This  is  called  the 
golden  rule.  In  order  to  follow  it,  we  must  think 
within  ourselves  what  we  should  wish  others  to  do 
to  us.  If  we  always  follow  this  rule,  we  shall  live  at 
peace,  and  have  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
Blessed  are  the  peace-makers,  for  they  shall  be  called 
the  children  of  God.  There  may  be  difficulties  in 
this,  and  in  many  other  of  our  Christian  duties,  for 
our  Saviour  says,  that  "strait  is  the  gate  and  narrow 
is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  life  :'^  and  that  though  the 
broad  way  is  far  easier,  it  leadeth  to  destruction. 


LESSON  THIRTY-THIRD. 

Matthev^  VII.  15 — 29. 

Be-ware  of  false  proph-ets^  which  come 
to  you  in  sheep's  cloth-ing,  but  in-ward-ly 
they  are  rav-en-ing  wolves.  Ye  shall 
know  them  by  their  fruits.  Do  men 
gath-er  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  this- 
tles.    E-ven  so  ev-e-ry  good  tree  bring- 
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eth  forth  good  fruit ;  but  a  cor-rupt  tree 
bring-eth  forth  e-vil  fruit.  A  good  tree 
can-not  bring  forth  e-vil  fruity  nei-ther 
can  a  cor-rupt  tree  bring  forth  good  fruit. 
Ev-e-ry  tree  which  bring-eth  not  forth 
good  fruity  is  hewn  down  and  cast  in-to 
the  fire.  Where-fore^  by  their  fruits  ye 
shall  know  them.  Not  ev-er-y  one  that 
saith  un-to  me,  ^^Lord,  Lord/'  shall  en- 
ter in-to  the  king-dom  of  hea-ven,  but 
he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Fa- 
ther which  is  in  hea-ven.  Ma-ny 
will  say  to  me  in  that  day,  ^^Lord, 
Lord,  have  we  not  proph-e-si-ed  in  thy 
name?  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out 
dev-ils?  and  in  thy  name  done  ma-ny 
won-der-ful  works?"  And  then  will  I 
pro-fess  un-to  them,  '^  I  nev-er  knew  you, 
de-part  from  me,  ye  that  work  in-i-qui-ty." 
There-fore,  who-so-ev-er  hear-eth  these 
say-ings  of  mine,  and  do-eth  them,  I  will 
lik-en  him  un-to  a  wise  man,  which  built 
his  house  up-on  a  rock;  and  the  rain  de- 
scend-ed,  and  the  floods  came,  and  the 
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winds  blew^  and  beat  up-on  that  liouse^ 
and  it  fell  not:  for  it  was  found-ed  up-on 
a  rock.  And  ev-er-y  one  that  hear-eth 
these  say-ings  of  mine^,  and  do-eth  them 
not,  shall  be  lik-en-ed  un-to  a  fool-ish 
man,  which  built  his  house  up-on  the 
sand :  and  the  rain  de-scend-ed,  and  the 
floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat 
up-on  that  house,  and  it  fell :  and  great 
was  the  fall  of  it.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  Je-sus  had  end-ed  these  say-ings, 
the  peo-ple  were  as-ton-ish-ed  at  His  doc- 
trine :  for  He  taught  them  as  one  hav-ing 
au-thor-i-ty,  and  not  as  the  scribes. 


QUESTIONS. 

Of  what  does  our  Lord  say  we  are  to  beware  ? 

Of  false  prophets. 

Who  are  meant  by  false  prophets  ? 

Those  who  teach  wrong  doctrine,  and  pretend  to 
be  inspired  by  Grod. 

What  does  our  Lord  mean  by  their  coming  in  sheep^s 
clothing,  but  being  inwardly  ravening  wolves  ? 

That  they  make  great  profession  of  religion,  but 
do  not  practise  what  they  profess. 
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How  can  we  know  them  ? 

By  their  fruits. 

What  fruit  does  a  good  tree  produce  ? 

Good  fruit. 

What  fruit  is  produced  by  a  corrupt  or  bad  tree  ? 

Evil  fruit. 

What  becomes  of  a  tree  which  does  not  bear 
good  fruit  ? 

It  is  cut  down  and  burned. 

What  is  here  intended  by  good  and  corrupt  trees, 
and  good  and  bad  fruit  ? 

Good  and  bad  men,  good  and  evil  works. 

What  more  does  Christ  say  about  mere  profession  ? 

^'  Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me  Lord,  Lord, 
shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  he  that 
doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.^^ 

What  does  our  Lord  mean  by  this  ? 

That  our  professing  to  be  Christ's  followers  will 
not  help  uSj  unless  we  do  what  He  commands. 

To  whom  does  our  Saviour  liken  those  who  obey 
His  words  ? 

To  a  wise  man,  who  built  his  house  on  a  rock. 

Why? 

Because,  its  foundation  being  good^  the  house 
stands  firm. 

To  whom  does  He  liken  those  that  obey  Him  not  ? 

To  a  foolish  man,  who  built  his  house  upon  the  sand. 

What  was  the  consequence  ? 
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The  floods   came,  and  the  winds  bleW;  and  the 
house  fell. 
Why? 
Because  it  had  no  safe  foundation. 


Our  Lord  shows  us  in  this  part  of  His  discourse, 
that  our  merely  professing  to  be  Christians  is  use- 
less, unless  we  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness. Always  remember  that  a  real  child  of  God 
is  humble,  meek,  loving,  obedient ;  and  that  if  you 
are  proud,  passionate  and  disobedient,  you  cannot 
be  a  true  Christian,  for  your  Saviour  tells  you  ^^a 
tree  is  known  by  its  fruits.''  Never  pretend  to  be 
better  than  you  really  are :  you  may  deceive  your 
fellow-creatures,  but  you  cannot  deceive  God,  who 
sees  the  inmost  secrets  of  your  hearts.  But  if, 
after  reading  all  these  sayings  of  Christ,  which  you 
now  have  the  privilege  of  doing,  and  of  being 
taught  your  duty,  you  try  by  His  grace  to  follow 
Him  sincerely  and  please  Him  in  word  and  deed, 
then  do  you  build  on  a  good  foundation,  like  the 
man  who  built  his  house  on  a  rock,  for  your  rock 
is  Christ;  rain  may  descend,  floods  may  come, 
winds  may  blow,  that  is,  temptations  and  trials  may 
assault  you,  but  Christ  your  Saviour  will  be  your 
support  and  your   sure   refuge.     Oh,  follow    Him 

now  in  the  time  of  health.     Eemember  now  your 
14 
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Creator  in  tlie  days  of  your  youth^  before  sickness 
and  trials  come  upon  you.  Christ  will  be  with  you 
here,  and  there  is  a  mansion  eternal  in  the  heavens 
awaiting  you,  a  house  not  made  with  hands.  A 
happiness,  a  glory  no  work  of  ours  could  earn,  but 
bought  for  us  by  our  Saviour,  who  died  that  we 
might  live,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life. 


LESSON  THIRTY-FOURTH. 
Matthew  viii.  1 — 13. 

When  He  was  come  down  from  the 
moun-tain,  great  mul-ti-tudes  fol-low-ed 
Him.  And^  be-hold^  there  came  a  lep-er 
and  wor-ship-ped  Him^  say-ing^  "  Lord^ 
if  Thou  wilt,  Thou  canst  make  me 
clean."  And  Je-sus  put  forth  His  hand, 
and  touch-ed  him,  say-ing,  "  I  will ;  be 
thou  clean."  And  im-me-di-ate-ly  his 
lep-ro-sy  was  cleans-ed.  And  Je-sus  saith 
un-to  him,  '^  See  thou  tell  no  man ;  but 
go  thy  way,  show  thy-self  to  the  priest, 
and  offer  the  gift  that  Mo-ses  com-mand- 
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ed,  for  a  tes-ti-mo-ny  im-to  them."  And 
when  Je-sus  was  en-ter-ed  in-to  Cap-er- 
na-um^  there  came  un-to  hnn  a  cen-tu-ri- 
on,  be-seech-ing  him^  and  say-mg,  "Lord, 
my  ser-vant  li-eth  at  home  sick  of  the 
pal-sy^  griev-ous-ly  tor-ment-ed."  And 
Je-sus  saith  un-to  him  "  I  will  come  and 
heal  him."  The  cen-tu-ri-on  an-swer-ed 
and  said^  "  Lord,  I  am  not  wor-thy  that 
thou  shouldest  come  un-der  my  roof:  but 
speak  the  word  on-ly  and  my  ser-vant 
shall  be  heal-ed.  For  I  am  a  man  un- 
der au-thor-i-ty,  hav-ing  sol-diers  un-der 
me ;  and  I  say  to  this  man,  '  Go/  and 
he  go-eth,  and  to  an-o-ther,  '  Come/  and 
he  com-eth ;  and  to  my  ser-vant,  '  Do 
this/  and  he  do-eth  it."  When  Je-sus 
heard  it,  He  mar-vel-led,  and  said  to 
them  that  fol-low-ed  Him,  "Ver-i-ly,  I 
say  un-to  you,  I  have  not  found  so  great 
faith,  no,  not  in  Is-ra-el.  And  I  say  un- 
to you,  that  ma-ny  shall  come  from  the 
east  and  west,  and  shall  sit  down  w4th 
A-bra-ham,  and  Lsaac,  and  Ja-cob,  in  the 
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king-ciom  of  heav-en ;  but  the  chil-dren 
of  the  king-dom  shall  be  cast  out  in-to 
out-er  dark-ness :  there  shall  be  weep-ing 
and  gnash-ing  of  teeth."  And  Je-sus 
said  un-to  the  cen-tu-ri-on^  '^  Go  thy  way : 
and  as  thou  hast  be-liev-ed,  so  be  it  done 
un-to  thee."  And  his  ser-vant  was  heal- 
ed in  the  self-same  hour. 


QUESTIONS. 

When  our  Lord  was  come  down  from  the  moun- 
tain, who  came  to  Him  ? 

A  leper. 

What  is  a  leper  ? 

A  person  afflicted  with  leprosy — a  most  loath- 
some disease. 

What  did  he  say  to  our  Lord  ? 

"Lord,  if  Thou  wilt,  Thou  canst  make  me  clean. ^' 

Had  Jesus  compassion  on  him  ? 

Yes,  He  put  forth  his  hand  and  touched  him,  say- 
ing, "I  will,  be  thou  clean /^  and  he  was  cleansed. 

For  what  purpose  was  the  leper  to  go  to  the  priest  ? 

To  show  that  he  was  healed. 

Who  came  to  our  Lord  after  He  had  healed  the 
leper  ? 

A  centurion. 
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What  is  a  centurion  ? 

A  Roman  officer,  who  commanded  a  hundred  men. 

What  was  the  centurion's  request  to  our  Lord  ? 

That  He  would  cure  his  servant  of  the  palsy. 

Was  our  Lord  willing  to  do  so  ? 

Yes,  He  said  He  would  go  and  heal  him. 

Did  the  centurion  accept  our  Lord^s  offer  ? 

jSTo. 

Why  not  ? 

He  did  not  think  himself  worthy  that  Christ 
should  go  under  his  roof. 

What  did  he  beseech  our  Lord  to  do  ? 

To  speak  the  word  only,  and  his  servant  should 
be  healed. 

Was  not  our  Lord  greatly  pleased  with  the  cen- 
turion^ s  faith  ? 

Yes. 

What  did  He  say  to  him  ? 

^^  Gro  thy  way,  and  as  thou  hast  believed  so  be  it 
done  unto  thee.'^ 

Was  his  servant  healed  ? 

Yes,  in  the  self-same  hour. 

What  did  that  prove  ? 

That  the  centurion  had  really  believed. 


Observe,  how  lowly  the  centurion  was,  how  fear- 
ful of  offending  even  while  asking  a  favour  for  an- 
other person.     Our  Lord  praised  his  conduct,  for 
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thougli  be  was  a  Gentile,  his  heart  was  right  in  the 
sight  of  God.  Those  who  apply  to  God  with  the 
faith,  earnestness  and  humility  of  this  centurion, 
are  sure  of  finding  mercy. 

By  his  saying  that  he  had  soldiers  and  servants 
who  obeyed  him,  he  showed  that  he  believed  Christ 
could  as  easily  command  away  diseases,  as  he  could 
command  those  over  whom  he  had  authority. 
Such  was  his  earnest  faith,  that  he  was  sure  that 
Christ  could  heal,  though  even  at  a  distance ;  and 
so  great  was  his  humility,  that  he  thought  it  would 
be  too  high  an  honour  for  him  to  receive  Jesus. 
The  two  Christian  graces,  which  in  this  lesson  are 
held  up  for  our  example,  are  faith  and  humility. 
Faith  in  the  goodness  and  power  of  God,  which  ex- 
tends over  every  thing  in  heaven  and  in  earth;  and 
humility,  which  shows  us  how  utterly  unworthy  we  / 
are  even  of  the  least  of  His  mercies. 


LESSON  THIRTY-FIFTH. 

Luke  vii.  11 — 17. 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  day  af-ter^, 
that  He  went  in-to  a  ci-ty  call-ed  Nain ; 
and  ma-ny  of  His  dis-ci-ples  went  with 
Him,  and  much  peo-ple.     Now  when  He 


UPON  THE  TENDER  PLANT.     163 

came  nigh  to  the  gate  of  the  ci-ty^  be- 
hold;  there  was  a  dead  man  car-ri-ed  out^ 
the  on-ly  son  of  his  moth-ei^  and  she 
was  a  wid-ow :  and  much  peo-ple  of  the 
ci-ty  was  with  her.  And  when  the  Lord 
saw  her^  He  had  com-pas-sion  on  her^  and 
said  un-to  her^  ''  Weep  not."  And  He 
came  and  touch-ed  the  bier;  and  they 
that  bare  him  stood  still.  And  He  said^ 
''  Young  maU;,  I  say  un-to  thee^  a-rise." 
And  he  that  was  dead  sat  up^  and  be- 
gan to  speak.  And  He  de-liv-er-ed  him 
to  his  moth-er.  And  there  came  a  fear 
on  all :  and  they  glo-ri-fi-ed  God^  say-ing^ 
that  "  a  great  proph-et  is  ris-en  up  a- 
mong  us;  and  that  God  hath  vis-it-ed 
His  peo-ple."  And  this  ru-mour  of  Him 
went  forth  through-out  all  Ju-de-a^  and 
through-out  all  the  re-gi-on  round  a-bout. 


QUESTIONS. 

Of  what  miracle  have  you  now  been  reading  ? 
Christ  raising  the  widow's  son  to  life. 
Into  what  city  did  our  Saviour  go  ? 
Into  a  city  called  Nain. 
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Who  went  with  Him  ? 

Many  of  His  disciples^  and  much  people. 

What  occurred  when  He  came  nigh  to  the  gate 
of  the  city  ? 

A  dead  man  was  carried  out. 

Whose  son  was  he  ? 

The  only  son  of  a  widow. 

When  the  Lord  saw  her^  what  did  He  say  ? 

He  had  compassion  on  her^  and  said,  ^^Weep 
not/' 

What  did  He  do  besides  ? 

He  came  and  touched  the  bier. 

What  did  he  say  ? 

'^  Young  man,  I  say  unto  thee,  arise.'' 

What  happened  then  ? 

He  that  was  dead  sat  up,  and  began  to  speak. 

By  whose  power  did  the  Lord  perform  this  mi- 
racle ? 

By  His  own  power. 

How  do  you  know  this? 

Because  He  said,  ^' Young  man,  /  say  unto  thee, 
arise." 

What  should  we  learn  from  this  miracle  ? 

To  have  compassion  upon  the  afflicted. 

What  effect  had  this  miracle  on  the  people  ? 

There  came  a  fear  on  all,  and  they  glorified  God, 
saying,  that  ^^  a  great  prophet  is  risen  up  among  us, 
and  that  God  hath  visited  His  people." 
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All  the  miracles  of  our  Lord  sliow  us  the  pity 
He  had  for  the  sufferings  of  others.  Our  Saviour 
saw  in  this  poor  widow,  who  had  lost  her  only  son, 
an  instance  of  great  affliction.  This  world  is  full 
of  trouble.  Trials  and  afflictions  happen  to  all :  you 
must  have  trials  some  time  or  other.  Our  gracious 
Redeemer  well  knows  our  sufferings,  and  pities  us  : 
and  when  we  read  of  the  many  proofs  of  His  love  and 
tenderness,  we  may  well  be  comforted  with  the  thought 
that  we  have  indeed  a  merciful  High  Priest  who  is  as- 
suredly touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities. 

And  what  return  can  we  make  to  Him.  He 
himself  has  told  us,  '^  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my 
commandments,^^  and  these  we  know  ^^  are  not 
grievous,^^  and  are  contained  in  one  word,  ''  love :" 
love  to  God  and  love  to  our  neighbour.  Our  Sa- 
viour's whole  life  was  one  continued  act  of  love. 

Endeavour  with  His  aid  to  follow  His  blessed 
example  :  lose  no  opportunity  of  showing  kindness 
to  others  :  let  love  be  the  ruling  action  of  your 
lives :  pray  and  strive  against  ill-temper,  hatred, 
malice,  passion,  uncharitableness,  and  be  kind  and 
tender-hearted.  John  says,  "Beloved,  let  us  love 
one  another,  for  love  is  of  God,  and  every  one 
that  loveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God :  he 
that  loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  love. 
And  this  commandment  have  we  from  Him,  that 
he  who  loveth  God,  love  his  brother  also." 
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LESSON  THIETY-SIXTH. 

Luke  viii.  41 — 56. 
And  be-hold,  there  came  a  man  nam-ed 
Jai-ruSj  and  he  was  a  ru4er  of  the  syn- 
a-gogue  :  and  he  fell  down  at  Je-sus'  feet^ 
and  be-sought  Him  that  He  would  come 
in-to  his  house :  for  he  had  one  on-ly 
daugh-ter;,  a-bout  twelve  years  of  age^  and 
she  lay  a  dy-ing.  But  as  He  went^  the 
peo-ple  throng-ed  Him.  And  a  wo-man 
hav-ing  an  is-sue  of  blood  twelve  years^ 
which  had  spent  all  her  liv-ing  up-on  phy- 
si-ci-ans^  nei-ther  could  be  heal-ed  of  any. 
came  be-hind  Him^  and  touch-ed  the  bor- 
der of  His  gar-ment ;  and  im-me-di-ate-ly 
her  is-sue  of  blood  stanch-ed.  And  Je- 
sus said^  '^  Who  touch-ed  me  ?"  When 
all  de-ni-ed,  Pet-er  and  they  that  were 
with  Him^  said^  ''  Mas-ter^  the  multi- 
tude throng  Thee^  and  press  Thee^  and 
say-est  Thou^  Vf  ho  touch-ed  me  ?"  And 
Je-sus  said;  ''  Some-bo-dy  hath  touch-ed 
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me ;  for  I  per-ceive  that  vir-tue  is  gone 
out  of  me."  And  when  the  wo-man  saw 
that  she  was  not  hid^  she  came  trem- 
bling,  and  fall-ing  down  be-fore  Him^  she 
de-clar-ed  un-to  Him  be-fore  all  the  peo- 
ple for  what  cause  she  had  touch-ed 
Him,  and  how  she  was  heal-ed  im-me- 
di-ate-ly :  And  He  said  un-to  her, 
"Daugh-ter,  be  of  good  com-fort :  thy 
faith  hath  made  thee  whole :  go  in 
peace."  While  He  yet  spake,  there 
com-eth  one  from  the  rul-er  of  the  syn- 
a-gogue's  house,  say-ing  to  him,  "  Thy 
daugh-ter  is  dead,  trou-ble  not  the  mas- 
ter." But  when  Je-sus  heard  it.  He  an- 
swer-ed  him,  say-ing,  "  Fear  not :  be-lieve 
on-ly,  and  she  shall  be  made  whole." 
And  when  He  came  in-to  the  house,  He 
suf-fer-ed  no  man  to  go  in,  save  Pe-ter, 
and  James,  and  John,  and  the  fa-ther 
and  the  moth-er  of  the  maid-en.  And 
all  wept,  and  be-wail-ed  her.  But  He 
said,  "  Weep  not :  she  is  not  dead,  but 
sleep-eth."     And  they  laugh-ed  Him  to 
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scoriij  know-ing  that  she  was  dead. 
And  He  put  them  all  out^  and  took  her 
by  the  hand^  and  call-ed,  say-ing,  "  Maid^ 
a-rise."  And  her  spi-rit  came  a-gain, 
and  she  a-rose  straight-way :  and  He 
com-mand-ed  to  give  her  meat.  And 
her  pa-rents  were  as-ton-ish-ed  :  but  He 
charged  them  that  they  should  tell  no 
man  what  was  done. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  did  Jairus^  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  be- 
seech our  Lord  to  do? 

To  go  to  his  house  and  cure  his  daughter. 

What  state  was  she  in  ? 

She  lay  a  dying. 

What  did  a  poor  woman  in  the  crowd  do,  in  order 
to  be  cured  of  her  disease  ? 

She  touched  the  hem  of  Christ's  garment. 

Was  there  any  virtue  in  Christ's  garments  to  cure 
diseases? 

No. 

How  came  the  woman  to  be  healed  when  she 
touched  the  hem  of  His  garment  ? 

She  believed  in  Christ. 
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What  did  our  Lord  say  when  she  came  trembling 
before  Him? 

^^  Daughter,  be  of  good  comfort,  thy  faith  hath 
made  thee  whole :  go  in  peace/' 

What  did  our  Lord  say  to  Jairus,  when  He  heard 
ihat  his  daughter  was  dead  ? 

^^ Believe  only,  and  she  shall  be  made  whole/' 

Whom  did  our  Lord  take  into  the  room  with  Him  ? 

Peter,  James,  John,  and  the  parents  of  the  damsel. 

What  did  Christ  do,  as  soon  as  He  came  where 
the  daughter  of  Jairus  lay  ? 

He  took  her  by  the  hand  and  called,  saying, 
•^Damsel,  I  say  unto  thee,  arise.'' 

Did  she  come  to  life? 

Yes,  ^^she  arose  straightway." 

How  old  was  she? 

Twelve  years. 

Could  any  human  being  have  restored  Jairus's 
daughter  to  life? 

No. 

How  came  she  to  be  restored  to  life  ? 

Her  father  believed  in  Christ. 

Were  not  her  parents  and  our  Lord's  disciples 
greatly  astonished  ? 

Yes. 

Why  did  our  Lord  charge  them  to  tell  no  man  ? 

Because  he  did  not  choose  it  should  be  talked  of 

at  that  time. 

15 
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We  have  in  this  account  of  Jairus  and  the  poor 
diseased  woman,  two  further  proofs  that  Christ  will 
never  turn  away  from  those  who  seek  Him:  the 
poor  woman  whom  we  read  of,  touched  the  hem  of 
His  garment;  she  was  suffering  silently  and  in 
secret :  she  thought  that  in  the  crowd  she  was  hid- 
den even  from  Christ,  but  we  cannot  hide  ourselves 
from  Him.  You  remember  the  words  of  the  hymn — 

^'Almighty  God,  Thy  piercing  eye 

Strikes  through  the  shades  of  night, 
And  our  most  secret  actions  lie 
All  open  to  Thy  sight." 

Christ  saw  the  heart  of  this  poor  woman,  and  knew 
how  strong  her  faith  was.  After  healing  her,  He 
bid  her  depart  in  peace.  Grod  sees  our  inmost 
thoughts,  and  hears  our  most  secret  prayers.  Do 
not  wait,  like  Jairus,  till  sickness  and  affliction  come, 
before  you  apply  to  your  Saviour,  but  imitate  Jairus 
in  his  earnestness;  he  besought  Jesus  greatly.  If 
thus  you  come  to  your  Saviour  with  sincerity,  he 
will  surely  bless  and  receive  you,  for  He  hath  said, 
^^Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out.''  Then  you  will  be  ready  to  depart  in  peace, 
if,  like  Jairus's  daughter,  you  are  called  early  away; 
and  though  you  will  not,  like  her,  be  raised  again 
in  this  world,  you  will  be  able  calmly  to  resign  your 
soul  to  God,  with  a  sure  and  certain  hope  of  a  joyful 
resurrection  at  the  last  day. 
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LESSON  THIRTY-SEVENTH. 
Matthew  xiii.  3—12,  16—23. 

And  he  spake  ma-ny  things  un-to 
the  mul-ti-tude  in  par-a-bles^  say-ing^ 
^-^Be-hold^  a  sow-er  went  forth  to  sow: 
and  when  he  sow-ed^  some  seeds  fell  by 
the  way-side^  and  the  fowls  came  and 
de-vour-ed  them  up :  some  fell  up-on  sto- 
ny pla-ces^  where  they  had  not  much 
earth:  and  forth-with  they  sprung  up^ 
be-cause  they  had  no  deep-ness  of  earth : 
and  when  the  sun  was  up^  they  were 
scorch-ed :  and  be-cause  they  had  no  root^ 
they  with-er-ed  a-way.  And  some  fell 
a-mong  thorns :  and  the  thorns  sprung  up 
and  chok-ed  them.  But  oth-ers  fell  in-to 
good  ground^  and  brought  forth  fruity 
some  an  hun-dred  fold^  some  six-ty  fold^ 
some  thir-ty  fold.  Who  hath  ears  to 
hear^  let  him  hear."  And  the  dis-ci-ples 
came;  and  said  un-to  Him,  ^<^Why  speak- 
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est  tliou  un-to  them  in  par-a-bles?"  He 
an-swer-ed  and  said  un-to  them^  "  Be-cause 
it  is  giv-en  un-to  you  to  know  the  mys- 
ter-ies  of  the  king-dom  of  hea-ven^  but  to 
them  it  is  not  giv-en.  For  who-so-ev-er 
hath  to  him  shall  be  giv-en^  and  he  shall 
have  more  a-bund-ance :  but  who-so-ev-er 
hath  not^  from  him  shall  be  tak-en  a-way 
e-ven  that  he  hath.  But  bless-ed  are 
your  eyes^  for  they  see^  and  your  ears, 
for  they  hear:  for  ver-i-ly  I  say  un-to 
you^  that  ma-ny  proph-ets  and  right-e-ous 
men  have  de-sir-ed  to  see  those  things 
which  ye  see^  and  have  not  seen  them : 
and  to  hear  those  things  which  ye  hear^ 
and  have  not  heard  them.  Hear  ye, 
there-fore,  the  par-a-ble  of  the  sow-er. 
When  any  one  hear-eth  the  word  of  the 
king-dom,  and  un-der-stand-eth  it  not, 
then  com-eth  the  wick-ed  one,  and  catch- 
eth  a-way  that  which  was  sown  in  his 
heart.  This  is  he  which  re-ceiv-eth  seed 
by  the  way-side.  But  he  that  re-ceiv-eth 
the  seed  in-to  sto-ny  pla-ces,  the  same  is 
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that  he  hear-eth  the  word,  and  a-non 
with  joy  re-ceiv-eth  it.  Yet  hath  he  not 
root  in  him-self,  but  dur-eth  for  a-while : 
for  when  trib-u-la-tion  or  per-se-cu-tion 
a-ris-eth  be-cause  of  the  word,  by  and  by 
he  is  of-fend-ed.  He  al-so  that  re-ceiv-ed 
seed  a-mong  the  thorns,  is  he  that  hear- 
eth  the  word :  and  the  care  of  this  world 
and  the  de-ceit-ful-ness  of  rich-es  choke 
the  word,  and  he  be-com-eth  un-fruit-fuL 
But  he  that  re-ceiv-ed  seed  in-to  the 
good  ground,  is  he  that  hear-eth  the 
word,  and  un-der-stand-eth  it :  which  al- 
so bear-eth  fruit,  and  bring-eth  forth  some 
an  hun-dred  fold,  some  six-ty,  some 
thir-ty." 


QUESTIONS. 
What  is  a  parable  ? 
A  kind  of  storj. 

What  parable  have  you  just  been  reading? 
The  parable  of  the  sower  who  went  forth  to  sow 
his  seed. 

Where  did  some  of  the  seed  that  he  sowed  fall? 

On  the  way -side. 

15* 
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What  becaine  of  that  seed? 

The  fowls  came  and  devoured  it  up. 

Where  did  other  seeds  fall  ? 

On  stony  places,  where  they  had  not  much  earth. 

Yv^hat  happened  to  that  seed? 

It  sprang  up,  but  when  the  sun  arose  it  was 
scorched;  because  it  had  no  root. 

Where  did  some  of  the  other  seeds  fall  ? 

Among  thorns. 

What  became  of  them  ? 

The  thorns  sprung  up  and  choked  them. 

Where  did  other  seeds  fall  ? 

Into  good  groundj  and  brought  forth  fruit,  some 
more,  some  less. 

What  did  our  Saviour  say  when  He  had  ended 
the  parable  ? 

^^Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.^^ 

What  did  He  mean  by  this? 

That  we  are  to  be  attentive,  and  to  try  to  profit 
hj  the  instruction  He  gives  us. 

What  did  Christ  mean  by  those  who  have  ears  to 
hear? 

Those  who  really  wished  to  learn. 

What  did  He  mean  by  the  mysteries  of  the  king- 
dom of  Heaven  ? 

The  things  which  Christ  revealed,  or  the  blessed 
truths  of  the  gospel. 

What  is  meant    by    '^  Whosoever   hath,  to   him 
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stall  be  given,  but  whosoever  hath  not,  from  him 
shall  be  taken  even  that  he  hath  ?'' 

That  he  who  is  anxious  to  know  GocVs  will  and 
do  it,  shall  have  grace  given  :  but  that  whosoever  is 
careless  and  indifferent,  will  become  worse  and  worse. 

Whom  did  our  Saviour  mean  by  the  sower  ? 

Himself. 

What  was  the  seed  ? 

The  gospel. 

Do  all  persons  learn  and  improve  alike  ? 

No. 

Who  is  meant  by  the  fowls  that  devoured  the 
seed  that  fell  by  the  way-side  ? 

The  devil,  who  takes  the  word  from  the  hearts 
of  the  careless  hearers. 

What  people  are  meant  by  the  stony  places  into 
which  some  seed  fell  ? 

Those  who  soon  grow  tired  of  God^s  service. 

Who  are  meant  by  the  thorns  ? 

Those  who  think  a  great  deal  about  worldly 
things,  and  very  little  about  God. 

Tell  me  the  meaning  of  the  seed  falling  into  good 
ground. 

Those  who  heartily  wish,  and  pray,  and  strive  to 
know  God's  will  and  do  it. 


There  is  much  to  be  learned  from  this  lesson. 
The  seed;  which  is  the  word  of  God,  is  given  to- 
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all  of  yoii.  You  have  the  blessing  of  being  daily 
taught  God's  will;  but  take  care  how  you  hear. 
The  grace  of  God  is  necessary  to  enable  you  to  un- 
derstand the  gospel,  and  improve  by  it.  This 
grace  God  will  give  you  if  you  pray  for  it  sincere- 
ly, and  earnestly  endeavour  to  learn  your  duty  and 
do  it;  but  it  will  be  taken  from  you  if  you  are 
careless,  inattentive,  and  do  not  strive  to  improve. 
Always  remember  that  without  God's  help  the 
devil  will  draw  you  into  all  kinds  of  wickedness : 
but  if  you  pray  that  you  may  always  think  those 
things  that  are  right,  and  by  God's  merciful  guid- 
ance perform  the  same,  you  shall  bring  forth  the 
fruits  of  a  holy  life  here,  and,  through  the  merits  of 
your  Saviour,  obtain  eternal  life  and  happiness  here- 
after ;  but  without  the  grace  of  God  (which  He  has 
promised  to  those  who  sincerely  ask  for  it)  you 
can  do  nothing. 


LESSON  THIRTY-EIGHTH. 
Matthew  xiii.  24—30,  36—43. 

An-oth-er  par-a-ble  put  he  forth  un- 
to them,  say-ing,  "  The  king-dom  of 
heav-en  is  lik-en-ed  un-to  a  man  which 
sow-ed  good  seed  in  his  field ;  but  while 
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men  slept^  his  en-e-my  came  and  sow-ed 
tares  a-mong  the  wheats  and  went  his 
way.  But  when  the  blade  was  sprung 
upj  and  brought  forth  fruity  then  ap-pear- 
ed  the  tares  al-so.  So  the  ser-vants  of 
the  house-hold-er  came  and  said  un-to 
him,  '  Sir^  didst  not  thou  sow  good  seed 
in  thy  field  ?  from  whence  then  hath  it 
tares?'  He  saith  un-to  them^  ^  An  en-e- 
my  hath  done  this.'  The  ser-vants  said 
un-to  him^  '  Wilt  thou  then  that  we  go 
and  gath-er  them  up?'  But  he  said, 
'  Nay^  lest  while  ye  gath-er  up  the  tares, 
ye  root  up  al-so  the  wheat  with  them. 
Let  both  grow  to-geth-er  un-til  the  har- 
vest :  and  in  the  time  of  har-vest  I  will 
say  to  the  reap-ers,  Gath-er  ye  to-geth-er 
first  the  tares,  and  bind  them  in  bun-dies 
to  burn  them :  but  gath-er  the  wheat  in- 
to my  barn.'"  And  His  dis-ci-ples  came 
un-to  Him,  say-ing,  "  De-clare  un-to  us 
the  par-a-ble  of  the  tares  of  the  field." 
He  an-swer-ed,  and  said  un-to  them, 
"  He  that  sow-eth  the  good  seed  is  the 
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Son  of  man  :  the  field  is  the  world;  the 
good  seed  are  the  chil-dren  of  the  king- 
dom :  but  the  tares  are  the  chil-dren  of 
the  wick-ed  one.  The  en-e-my  that  sow- 
ed them  is  the  dev-il :  the  har-vest  is  the 
end  of  the  world :  and  the  reap-ers  are 
the  an-gels.  As  there-fore  the  tares  are 
gath-er-ed  and  burn-ed  in  the  fire^,  so 
shall  it  be  in  the  end  of  this  world. 
The  Son  of  man  shall  send  forth  His  an- 
gels^ and  they  shall  gath-er  out  of  His 
king-dom  all  things  that  of-fend,  and 
them  which  do  in-i-qui-ty  :  and  shall  cast 
them  in-to  a  fur-nace  of  fire  :  there  shall 
be  wail-ing  and  gnash-ing  of  teeth. 
Then  shall  the  right-e-ous  shine  forth  as 
the  sun  in  the  king-dom  of  their  Fa-ther. 
Who  hath  ears  to  liear^  let  him  hear." 


QUESTIONS. 
"What  parable  have  you  now  been  reading  ? 
The  parable  of  the  tares  of  the  field. 
What  is  meant  in  this  parable  by  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven? 

Christ's  relio'ion. 
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To  what  is  it  likened  or  compared  ? 

To  a  man  who  sowed  good  seed  in  his  field. 

What  happened  while  men  slept  ? 

An  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares  among  the  wheat. 

What  do  you  think  the  tares  would  do  ? 

Grow  up  with  the  wheat  and  spoil  it. 

When  the  servants  saw  the  tares,  and  told  their 
master,  what  did  he  say  ? 

An  enemy  hath  done  this. 

Would  the  householder  allow  his  servants  to 
gather  up  the  tares  ? 

No,  lest  they  should  at  the  same  time  root  up 
the  wheat  also. 

What  did  he  say  he  would  tell  the  reapers  to  do 
at  the  harvest  ? 

To  bind  up  the  tares  first  to  be  burned,  but  to 
gather  the  wheat  into  his  barn. 

Who  did  our  Lord  tell  His  disciples  was  meant 
by  the  man  who  sowed  good  seed  ? 

The  Son  of  man — meaning  himself. 

What  is  the  field? 

The  world. 

Who  are  the  good  seed  ? 

God's  people. 

Who  are  the  tares? 

Wicked  people. 

Who  is  the  enemy  that  sowed  the  tares  ? 

The  devil. 
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What  is  the  harvest  ? 
The  end  of  the  world. 
Who  are  the  reapers? 
The  angels. 

What  will  they  do  at  the  end  of  the  world  ? 
Separate  the  good  from  the  bad. 
What  fire  will  the  wicked  be  cast  into  ? 
The  fire  of  hell. 

What  will  the  righteous  do  then  ? 
Shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom    of  their 
Father. 

What  is  the  kingdom  of  their  Father  ? — Heaven. 


This  parable  of  the  tares  is  explained  by  our  Sa- 
viour himself.  Christ  sows  the  good  seed,  or  re- 
ligion and  goodness,  and  the  devil  sows  tares,  or 
wickedness.  We  should  therefore  be  constantly  on 
our  guard  against  the  great  enemy  of  our  souls,  the 
devil,  and  pray  to  God  to  deliver  us  from  him. 
We  must  be  always  on  the  watch;  for  it  was 
'^ while  men  slept' ^  that  the  enemy  sowed  the  tares; 
which  teaches  us,  that  when  we  are  careless,  idle, 
and  thoughtless  about  doing  right,  then  it  is  that 
the  devil  tempts  us  to  sin.  We  must  watch  and 
pray,  lest  we  enter  into  temptation. 

There  are  many  who  give  themselves  up  to  sin, 
and  slothfulness,  and  the  love  of  this  world,  and  so 
become  the  children  of  the  devil.     These  wicked 
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people  often  distress  those  who  are  holy;  but  we 
learn  from  this  parable  that  there  is  another  world, 
where  the  wicked  shall  be  separated  from  the  right- 
eous. The  former  will  go  to  a  place  of  endless  tor- 
ment, while  the  latter  shall  receive  a  glorious  re- 
ward in  heaven,  for  the  sake  of  their  blessed  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ. 


LESSON  THIRTY-NINE. 
Matthew  xiii.  31—33,  44—53. 
An-oth-er  par-a-ble  put  he  forth  un- 
to them,  say-ing,  "  The  king-dom  of 
heav-en  is  like  to  a  grain  of  mus-tard 
seed,  which  a  man  took  and  sow-ed  in 
his  field ;  which  in-deed  is  the  least  of 
all  seeds  :  but  when  it  is  grown  it  is  the 
greatrcst  a-mong  herbs,  and  be-com-eth  a 
tree,  so  that  the  birds  of  the  air  come 
and  lodge  in  the  branch-es  there-of" 
An-oth-er  par-a-ble  spake  He  un-to  them : 
"  The  king-dom  of  heav-en  is  like  un-to 
leav-en,  which  a  wo-man  took  and  hid 
in  three  mea-sures  of  meal,  till  the  whole 
was  leav-en-ed."     Again  He  said   un-to 

16 


182  EARLY   DETT 

tliem^  '^  The  king-clom  of  Iieav-en  is  like 
un-to  treas-ure  liid  in  a  fxekl,  the  which, 
when  a  man  hath  founds  he  hid-eth,  and 
for  joy  there-of  go-eth  and  sell-eth  all 
that  he  hath  and  buy-eth  that  field. 
Again^  the  king-dom  of  heav-en  is  like 
un-to  a  mer-ch ant-man  seek-ing  good-ly 
pearls :  who^  when  he  had  found  one 
pearl  of  great  price^  went  and  sold  all 
that  he  had  and  bought  it.  Again^,  the 
king-dom  of  heav-en  is  like  un-to  a  net 
that  was  cast  in-to  the  sea^  and  gath-er- 
ed  of  ev-er-y  kind  :  which  when  it  was 
full  they  drew  to  shore^  and  sat  down 
and  gath-er-ed  the  good  in-to  ves-sels^  but 
cast  the  bad  a-way ;  so  shall  it  be  at  the 
end  of  the  world ;  the  an-gels  shall  come 
forth  and  sev-er  the  wick-ed  from  a- 
mong  the  just^  and  shall  cast  them  into 
the  fur-nace  of  fire;  there  shall  be  wail- 
ing and  gnash-ing  of  teeth."  Je-sus 
saith  un-to  them^  "  Have  ye  un-der-stood 
all  these  things  ?"  They  say  un-to  ITim^ 
'^  Yea;  Lord."     Then  said  He  un-to  them^ 
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There-fore  ev-er-y  scribe  that  is  in- 
struct-ed  un-to  the  king-dom  of  heav-en 
is  like  un-to  a  man  that  is  a  house-hold- 
er^  which  bring-eth  forth  out  of  his  trea- 
sure thinsrs  new  and  okl."  And  it  came 
to  pasSj  that  when  Je-sus  had  finish-ed 
these  par-a-bles  he  de-part-ed  thence. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  is  the  kiDgdom  of  heaven  compared  to  in 
the  first  parable  you  read  in  this  lesson  ? 

To  a  grain  of  mustard  seed. 

What  did  our  Saviour  mean  by  this  parable  ? 

He  meant  to  show  the  great  increase  of  the  gos- 
pel by  the  preaching  of  the  apostles,  and  that  God^s 
grace  in  the  heart  grows  like  a  seed  into  a  large  plant. 

To  what  is  the  gospel  compared  in  the  next  parable  ? 

To  leaven,  which  a  woman  took,  and  hid  in  three 
measures  of  meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened. 

What  does  this  parable  teach  us? 

That  when  God^s  spirit  takes  possession  of  our 
hearts,  it  changes  them,  as  leaven,  or  yeast,  changes 
meal  and  flour. 

To  what  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  compared  in 
the  third  parable  you  have  just  read  ? 

To  treasure  hid  in  a  field. 
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What  is  meant  by  the  treasure  hid  in  a  field  ? 

Jesus  Christ  and  His  salvation. 

What  is  the  field  in  which  this  treasure  may  be 
found  ? 

The  Word  of  God,  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

What  is  meant  by  the  pearl  of  great  price  ? 

The  same  as  the  treasure  hid  in  a  field — Jesus 
Christ. 

What  did  our  Saviour  say  about  a  net  ? 

That  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  like  unto  a  net, 
that  was  cast  into  the  sea  and  gathered  of  every  kind, 
which  when  it  was  full  they  drew  to  shore,  and  ga- 
thered the  good  into  vessels,  but  cast  the  bad  away. 

What  does  all  this  show  us  ? 

The  difference  there  will  be  between  the  redeem- 
ed and  the  wicked  in  the  world  to  come. 


By  the  parables  of  the  mustard  seed  and  the  lea- 
ven, we  learn  that  the  grace  of  God,  when  received 
into  the  heart,  will  gradually  increase  more  and  more, 
and  show  itself  by  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  careful- 
ness in  avoiding  all  sin,  holiness  of  life,  and  love  to 
God,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  first  begins  this 
good  work,  will  extend  it  gradually  but  certainl}^, 
until  He  brings  His  redeemed  ones  safe  to  heaven. 

In  Jesus  Christ,  your  dear  Saviour,  you  possess 
a  treasure  so  precious,  that  all  the  gold  and  silver 
the  world  can  produce  is  nothing  worth  in  compari- 
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son.  In  Him  is  laid  up  for  you  eternal  life,  and  if 
He  is  your  friend  all  is  well,  and  while  the  chil- 
dren of  this  world  are  seeking  their  treasure  and 
their  pearls  among  the  riches  and  honours  and 
pleasures  of  the  present  time,  may  you  set  your  af- 
fections on  things  above,  and  be  able  to  say.  My 
beautiful  pearl  is  Jesus,  for  in  His  love  I  have 
found  happiness,  and  in  His  arms  I  shall  rest  for 
ever. 

LESSON  FORTIETH. 
Matthew  xiy.  1 — 13. 

At  that  time^  Her-od  the  te-trarch 
heard  of  the  fame  of  Je-sus^  and  said  un- 
to his  ser-vantS;  "  This  is  John  the  Bap- 
tist ;  he  is  ris-en  from  the  dead  :  and 
there-fore  migh-ty  Avorks  do  show  forth 
them-selves  in  him."  For  Her-od  had 
laid  hold  on  John^  and  bound  him^  and 
put  him  in  pris-on  for  He-ro-di-as's  sake^ 
his  broth-er  Phil-ip's  wife.  For  John 
had  said  un-to  him^  "It  is  not  law-ful 
for  thee  to  have  her."  And  when  he 
would  have  put  him  to  death,  he  fear-ed 
the  mul-ti-tude,   be-cause  thej^  count-ed 
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him  as  a  pro-phet.  But  when  Her-od's 
birth-day  was  kept,  the  daugh-ter  of  He- 
ro-di-as  danc-ed  be-fore  them,  and  pleas- 
ed Her-od.  Where-u|)-on  he  pro-mis-ed 
with  an  oath  to  give  her  what-so-ev-er 
she  would  ask.  And  she,  be-in g  be-fore 
in-struct-ed  of  her  moth-er,  said,  ''  Give 
me  here  John  Bap-tist's  head  in  a  char- 
ger." And  the  king  was  sorry ;  nev-er- 
the-less,  for  the  oath's  sake,  and  them 
which  sat  with  him  at  meat,  he  com- 
mand-ed  it  to  be  giv-en  her.  And  he 
sent  and  be-head-ed  John  in  the  pris-on. 
And  his  head  was  brought  in  a  char-ger. 
and  giv-en  to  the  dam-sel.  And  she 
brought  it  to  her  moth-er.  And  his  dis- 
ci-pies came  and  took  up  the  bo-dy,  and 
bur-i-ed  it,  and  went  and  told  Je-sus. 
When  Je-sus  heard  of  it,  he  de-part- 
ed thence  by  ship  in-to  a  des-ert  place 
a-part :  and  when  the  peo-ple  had  heard 
there-of,  they  fol-low-ed  Him  on  foot  out 
of  the  cit-ies. 
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QUESTIONS. 

What  did  Herod  say  to  his  servants  when  he 
beard  of  the  fame  of  Jesus  ? 

^^This  is  John  the  Baptist;  he  is  risen  from  the 
dead^  therefore  mighty  works  do  show  forth  them- 
selves in  him/^ 

What  had  Herod  done  to  John  the  Baptist? 

He  had  first  imprisoned,  and  then  beheaded  him. 

Why  had  Herod  put  John  in  prison  ? 

Because  John  the  Baptist  had  reproved  him  for 
liis  wickedness. 

What  made  Herod  behead  John  ? 

To  please  Herodias. 

Should  Herod  have  beheaded  John  because  he 
had  made  this  promise? 

No. 

Did  Herod,  his  wife,  and  daughter,  prosper  in 
the  world  ? 

No;  they  were  driven  out  of  the  kingdom. 

Of  what  sect  of  the  Jews  was  Herod  ? 

The  Sadducees. 

Did  the  Sadducees  believe  in  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead? 

No. 

What  made  Herod  think  that  John  was  risen  , 
from  the  dead? 

His  conscience. 
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What  did  the  daughter  of  Herodias  do  with  the 
head  of  John  the  Baptist? 

She  brought  it  to  her  mother. 

What  was  done  with  the  body  of  John  after  he 
was  beheaded? 

His  disciples  buried  it. 

Where  did  our  Lord  go  after  He  heard  of  John^s 
death? 

He  departed  thence  by  ship  into  a  desert  place. 

What  did  the  people  do  when  they  heard  of  it  ? 

They  followed  Him  on  foot  out  of  the  cities. 

Though  Herod  lived  in  a  state  of  grandeur,  was 
he  happy? 

No. 

What  made  his  life  miserable  ? 

A  troubled  conscience. 

Which  was  most  happy,  John,  who  was  killed,  or 
Herod,  who  lived  with  a  troubled  conscience  ? 

John,  because  he  obeyed  God. 

What  did  our  Saviour  say  in  his  sermon  on  the 
mount  respecting  those  who  should  suffer  for  right- 
eousness' sake? 

^^  Great  is  their  reward  in  heaven. '^ 


We  learn  from  this  lesson  the  torment  of  a  bad 
conscience.  Herod,  being  a  Sadducee,  professed  not 
to  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead:  yet  when 
he  heard  of  Christ,  he  thought  that  John  the  Bap- 
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tist  was  risen  from  the  dead,  and  he  was  afraid.  An 
uneasy  conscience  is  the  greatest  misery  any  one 
can  have.  We  read  in  the  Bible,  "The  wicked 
flee  when  no  man  pursueth,  but  the  righteous  are 
bold  as  a  lion.''  John  the  Baptist,  though  he  was 
imprisoned,  and  then  beheaded,  was  far  happier  than 
Herod  in  the  midst  of  his  pomp  and  grandeur,  for 
John  had  inward  peace ;  and  God,  after  having  tried 
his  faith  and  patience,  removed  him  to  a  better 
world,  while  Herod  lived  in  fear  and  torment,  and 
died  at  last  a  miserable  death.  Observe  what  it 
was  which  made  Herod  commit  such  dreadful 
crimes:  it  was  his  dislike  of  being  reproved.  If 
you  are  ever  sullen  and  angry  when  you  are  told  of 
your  faults,  instead  of  being  sorry  because  you  have 
done  wrong,  think  of  Herod,  and  dread  the  begin- 
ning of  sin. 


LESSON  FORTY-FIRST. 

Luke  vit.  36 — 50. 

And  one  of  the  Phar-i-sees  de-sir-ed 
Him  that  He  would  eat  bread  with  him. 
And  He  went  in-to  the  Phar-i-see's  house, 
and  sat  down  to  meat.     And  be-hold  a 
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wo-man  in  tlie  ci-tj^  which  was  a  sin-ner^ 
when  she  knew  that  Je-sus  sat  at  meat 
in  the  Phar-i-see's  house^  brought  an  al-a- 
bas-ter  box  of  oint-ment^  and  stood  at  His 
feet  be-hind  Him^  weep-ing^  and  be-gan 
to  wash  His  feet  with  tears^  and  did  wipe 
them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head;  and 
kiss-ed  his  feet^  and  an-oint-ed  them  with 
the  oint-ment.  Now^,  when  the  Phar-i- 
see^  which  had  bid-den  Him^  saw  it^  he 
spake  with-in  him-self,  say-ing,  ^^This 
man,  if  He  were  a  proph-et,  would  have 
known  who  and  what  man-ner  of  wo-man 
this  is  that  touch-eth  Him :  for  she  is  a 
sin-ner."  And  Je-sus,  an-swer-ing,  said 
un-to  him,  "Si-mon,  I  have  some-what  to 
say  un-to  thee."  And  he  saith,  ^^  Mas-ter, 
say  on."  "  There  was  a  cer-tain  cred-it-or 
which  had  two  debt-ors;  the  one  ow-ed 
five  hun-dred  pence,  and  the  oth-er  fif-ty. 
And  when  they  had  no-thing  to  pay,  he 
frank-ly  for-gave  them  both.  Tell  me, 
there-fore,  which  of  them  will  love  him 
most?"     Si-mon  an-swer-ed  and  said,  ''I 
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sup-pose  that  he  to  whom  he  forgave 
most."  And  He  said  un-to  him^  "Thou 
hast  right-ly  judg-ed."  And  He  turn-ed 
to  the  wo-man,  and  said  un-to  Si-mon, 
"Se-est  thou  this  wo-man?  I  en-ter-ed 
in-to  thy  house :  thou  gav-est  me  no  wa- 
ter for  my  feet;  but  she  hath  wash-ed 
my  feet  with  tears,  and  wip-ed  them  with 
the  hairs  of  her  head.  Thou  gav-est  me 
no  kisSj  but  this  wo-man,  since  the  time 
I  came  in,  hath  not  ceas-ed  to  kiss  my 
feet.  My  head  with  oil  thou  didst  not 
an-oint :  but  this  wo-man  hath  an-oint-ed 
my  feet  with  oint-ment.  Where-fore,  I 
say  un-to  thee,  her  sins,  which  are  ma-ny, 
are  for-gi v-en ;  for  she  lov-ed  much ;  but 
to  whom  lit-tle  is  for-giv-en,  the  same 
lov-eth  lit-tle."  And  He  said  un-to  her, 
"^^Thy  sins  are  for-giv-en."  And  tliej^ 
that  sat  at  meat  with  Him  be-gan  to  say 
with-in  them-selves,  "Who  is  this  that 
for-giv-eth  sins  al-so?"  And  He  said  to 
the  wo-man,  "  Thy  faith  hath  sav-ed 
thee :  go  in  peace." 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where  do  you  read  in  this  lesson  that  our  Saviour 
went? 

Into  a  Pharisee's  house,  and  sat  down  to  meat. 

Who  came  to  Him  there? 

A  woman  who  was  a  sinner. 

How  did  she  act? 

She  stood,  at  His  feet  weeping,  washed  His  feet 
with  her  tears,  and  wiped  them  with  the  hairs  of 
her  head,  and  kissed  His  feet,  and  anointed  them 
with  ointment. 

Why  did  she  do  this? 

To  show  how  she  loved  and  honoured  Him,  and 
how  sorry  she  was  for  her  sins. 

Did  the  Pharisee  approve  of  this? 

No. 

Did  our  Lord  know  his  thoughts? 

Yes. 

What  parable  did  our  Lord  speak  to  Simon,  when 
He  saw  that  he  was  so  self-righteous? 

The  parable  of  the  creditor  and  two  debtors. 

What  is  a  creditor? 

A  person  to  whom  money  is  owed. 

What  is  a  debtor? 

One  who  owes  money. 

Whom  did  our  Lord  mean  by  the  creditor? 

God. 
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Whom  did  He  mean  by  the  two  debtors? 

The  woman  and  Simon. 

What  did  our  Lord  intend  to  teach  Simon  by  this 
parable  ? 

That  the  woman  would  be  pardoned  sooner  than 
himself. 

Why  so? 

Because  Simon  was  proud,  uncharitable,  and  un- 
believing, and  the  woman,  though  a  -sinner,  was 
very  sorry  for  her  sins.  She  believed  on  Christ  and 
loved  Him, 

What  do  we  do  when  we  sin? 

We  become  debtors  to  God. 

Are  we  not  all  His  debtors,  some  more  and  some 
less  ? 

Yes. 

What  would  become  of  us,  if  God  would  not  for- 
give us? 

We  should  be  miserable  for  ever. 

What  did  our  Lord  say  to  the  woman? 

^^Thy  sins  are  forgiven:  thy  faith  hath  saved 
thee,  go  in  peace. ^^ 


It  was  a  custom  among  the  Jews,  for  servants  to 

wash  the  feet  of  guests  with  water,  and  anoint  their 

heads  with  perfumed  oil.     Simon  did  not  show  these 

marks  of  respect  to  our  Lord.     He  would  not  own 
17 
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that  our  Lord  was  a  prophet,  but  truly  he  proved 
Himself  to  be  more  thau  a  prophet  bj'ansTrering  his 
thoughts.  He  showed  him,  by  a  parable,  that  the 
woman  he  despised,  however  bad  her  former  life 
might  have  been,  would  receive  God's  pardon  sooner 
than  himself,  because  she  was  truly  sorry  for  her 
sins,  and  loved  and  believed  in  her  Saviour,  while 
he  was  proud  and  uncharitable,  and  thought  him- 
self righteous,  despising  others. 

How  much  happier  this  poor  woman  was,  who 
felt  her  sinfulness,  and  went  to  Jesus  for  pardon^ 
than  the  proud  Pharisee,  who  thought  he  had  no 
need  of  a  Saviour !  She  was  received  by  Christ, 
who  says,  ^'Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out/^  and  He  did  not  cast  out  this  poor 
woman;  neither  will  He  cast  us  out  if  we  are  humble, 
and  lowly,  and  come  to  Him  in  prayer,  truly  re- 
penting of  all  we  have  done  amiss. 


LESSOX  FOETY-SECOXD. 

JoHX  Yi.  3 — 14.     Matt.  it.  21. 

AxD  Je-sus  went  up  in-to  a  moun-tain, 
and  there  He  sat  with  His  dis-ci-ples. 
And  the  pass-over,  a  feast  of  the  Jews^ 
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was  nigli.  When  Je-sus  then  lift-eel  up 
His  eyeSj  and  saw  a  great  com-pa-ny 
come  un-to  Him^,  He  saith  un-to  Phil-ip^ 
'^Whence  shall  we  buy  bread^  that  these 
may  eat  ?"  (And  this  He  said  to  prove 
him;  for  He  him-self  knew  wdiat  He 
would  do.)  Pliil-ip  an-sv/er-ed  him. 
'^Two  hun-dred  pen-ny- worth  of  bread 
is  not  suf-fi-ci-ent  for  them^  that  ev-er-y 
one  of  them  may  take  a  lit-tle."  One 
of  His  dis-ci-ples^  An-drew,  Si-mon  Pe- 
ter's broth-er^  saith  un-to  Him^  ^' There 
is  a  lad  here  which  hath  five  bar-ley 
loaves  and  two  small  fish-es:  but  what 
are  they  a-mong  so  ma-ny?"  And  Je- 
sus said^  ^'Make  the  men  sit  down." 
Now  there  was  much  grass  in  the  place. 
So  the  men  sat  down,  in  num-ber  a-bout 
five  thou-sand.  And  Je-sus  took  the 
loaves:  and  when  He  had  giv-en  thanks, 
He  dis-trib-u-ted  to  the  dis-ci-j)les,  and 
the  dis-ci-ples  to  them  that  were  set 
down ;  and  like-wise  of  the  fish-es,  as 
much  as  they  would.     When  they  were 
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fill-ed^  He  said  ui>to  His  dis-ci-ples^ 
^^Gatli-er  up  the  frag-ments  that  re-maiiij 
that  no-thing  be  lost."  There-fore  they 
gath-er-ed  them  to-geth-er^  and  fiU-ed 
twelve  bas-kets  with  the  frag-ments  of 
the  five  ba.r4ey  loaves^  which  re-main-ed 
o-ver  and  above  un-to  them  that  had 
eat-en.  Then  those  men,  when  they 
had  seen  the  mir-a-cle  that  Je-sus  did^ 
said,  "^This  is  of  a  truth  that  pro-phet 
that  should  come  in-to  the  world."  And 
they  that  had  eat-en  were  a-bout  five 
thou-sand  men,  be-sides  wo-men  and  chil- 
dren. 


QUESTIONS. 

Of  what  miracle  have  we  an  account  in  this 
lesson  ? 

Of  our  LorcVs  feediug  ^Ye  thousand  persons  with 
five  loaves  and  a  few  small  fishes. 

Who  came  to  Jesus? 

A  great  company  of  people. 

What  did  Jesus  say  to  Philip  ? 

Whence  shall  we  buy  bread  that  these  may  eat? 
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Did  not  our  Saviour  know  what  to  do  ? 

Yes,  but  He  said  this  to  prove  Philip. 

How  many  loaves  did  Andrew  say  there  were? 

Five,  and  two  small  fishes. 

What  did  our  Saviour  command  ? 

He  commanded  the  men  to  sit  down. 

How  many  were  there  ? 

About  five  thousand. 

What  did   Jesus  dO;   before   He  distributed  the 
loaves  to  the  people  ? 

He  gave  thanks. 

What  should  that  teach  us  ? 

Always  to  give  thanks  to  Grod  at  our  meals. 

What  did  our  Saviour  do  ? 

He  multiplied  the  loaves  and  fishes,  so  that  there 
was  sufficient  to  feed  the  people. 

Whom  did  our  Saviour  j^rove  Himself  to  be  by 
this  miracle  ? 

The  Lord  God. 

What  should  we  learn  from  our  Lord's  feeding 
the  multitude? 

To  pity  and  to  help  those  that  are  in  want,  as  far 
as  we  are  able  to  do  so. 

What  did  our  Lord  command  His  disciples  to  do 
after  the  people  had  eaten  ? 

To  gather  up  the  fragments  that  nothing  might 
be  lost. 

17* 
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What  should  we  learu  from  this  ? 
Never  to  waste  any  thiog. 
What  did  the  people  say  ? 

^^  This  is  of  a  truth  that  prophet  that  should  come 
into  the  world/^ 


We  learn  from  this  miracle  of  our  blessed  Lord, 
to  be  kind  and  compassionate  to  all,  and  to  help 
those  that  are  in  want  as  far  as  we  can.  All  are 
able  to  be  of  some  use  to  others.  If  they  have  no 
money  to  give,  by  devoting  some  of  their  time, 
health,  and  strength  to  the  service  of  their  neigh- 
bour; even  a  kind  word  to  the  afflicted  will  often 
comfort  them  more  than  a  gift. 

How  thankful  should  we  be  for  God^s  daily  mer- 
cies to  us  1  He  gives  us  food  to  eat  every  day  we 
live.  Let  us  never  forget  to  thank  Him  for  this, 
and  always  to  follow  the  example  our  Saviour  set 
us  of  returning  thanks  before  our  meals,  remem- 
bering that  to  God  we  owe  our  daily  bread,  not  only 
for  the  body,  but  for  the  soul. 

Jesus  says^  ^^I  am  the  bread  of  life,  he  that 
eometh  to  me  shall  never  hunger.^'  The  bread  we 
'eat  only  keeps  our  bodies  alive  for  a  little  time, 
but  Christ  can  keep  our  souls  to  eternal  life. 

THE    END. 
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